
MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held on Tuesday, 6th September 
2016 at 7.15pm in Little Somerford Village Hall. 

PRESENT  : Cllrs Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Tony Pooley (Chairman), Simon 
Spooner, Diane Sharp (vice-chairman), John Smith.   

 Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk). 
Also Present  :  One member of the public. 

Public Question Time and Site Visit to Allotments. 
Councillors visited the Allotments and noted some untidy areas, and vacant plots.  Tenants 
will be written to shortly requesting plots are maintained to an acceptable standard, yearly 
rents are also now due. 
The one member of the public had attended to offer her help in progressing broadband 
provision within the village. 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor 
Cllr Toby Sturgis was absent.  No written report was received. 

068/16 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Clive Tubman. 

069/16 Declarations of Interest 
 Cllr Tony Pooley declared an interest in Planning Application 16/07529/VAR, he left 

the room while this item was discussed.  Cllr Diane Sharp chaired this item. 

070/16 Minutes 
 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th June 2016 were approved as an 

accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.   

 Cllr John Smith informed the Council he wished to resign and left the meeting. 

071/16 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
 The following items under this heading are to update the Council on progress with 

various outstanding matters. 

a. Noticeboard  It was confirmed that a reconstituted plastic Noticeboard be purchased 
to replace the board by the Church.  Size should be 8 x A4 and mounted on two 
posts with a Header.  The Budget should be no more than £1,300, to include fitting. 

b. Cemetery Bin  Rubbish is still being left at the gates to the Cemetery despite the 
removal of the rubbish bins.  A notice asking for all litter to be taken home will be 
erected in an attempt to ease this problem. 

c. Defibrillator  This item needs to be placed on a future Agenda for a decision on 
financing and siting. 



d. Litter Bin   Residents had previously requested a “Dog Poo” bin at East End Lane.  
Cllr Simon Spooner volunteered to investigate this further. 

072/16 Planning Matters 
a. The Council noted the following Planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council for 

the Parish of Little Somerford since the last meeting. 

•16/03037/FUL – Garden Cottage, Swindon Road, Little Somerford 
Demolition of Existing Dwelling, construction of 1 new Dwelling & Detached 
Double Garage with Home Office over 
Decision  :  Approve with Conditions 

•16/04414/FUL – The Homestead, Little Somerford 
Proposed Replacement Dwelling, Garage Block, Improvements to Existing 
Access and Change of Use of some equestrian land within red lined area to 
residential use. 
Decision  :  Approve with Conditions 

•16/04167/HRN – Hillview Farm, Little Somerford 
Removal of 1 section of 66 metres and 1 section of 50 metres of hedgerow 
Decision  :  Application withdrawn 

b. The Council considered the Planning Application below.  Cllr Diane Sharp took the 
chair for this part of the meeting. 

•16/07529/VAR – The Wagon House, Somerford House, Little Somerford 
Variation to Condition 3 of 07/00368/LBC to use The Wagon House as Tourist 
Accommodation. 

The Council had no objections to this Planning Application. 

073/16 Grass Cutting Contract 
 A new Grass Cutting Contract will need to be arranged before April 2017.  Members 

referred to the specification used for the last tendering process and made minor 
adjustments.  Discussion was held as to whether other areas should be included.  It 
was agreed the Garden of Remembrance and area in front of the Cemetery Gates 
should be added, this work had been carried out as extra last year. 

 RESOLVED to amend changes to the Grass Cutting Specification, agree by email 
and for the Clerk to invite companies to tender.  All tenders will be collected so that 
they can be discussed at the next Council meeting. 

074/16 Website 



 Cllr Clive Tubman had provided an update on purchasing the website and domain 
name.  It was noted that having access to a website was now urgent, the Parish 
Council is increasingly required to publish information on line. 

075/16 Highways Matters 
 RESOLVED that the Clerk would be the point of contact for the new Parish Steward 

Scheme being introduced by Wiltshire Council.  Villagers and Councillors are to e-
mail the Clerk with any issues they see around the Parish so that there is an up to 
date schedule always available. Clerk to make public knowledge through 
noticeboard. 

 Concern was again raised about the lack of road markings at the junction of The 
Street and Bus Stop area. 

 RESOLVED for Clerk to send a letter of complaint about this issue, asking for the 
maintenance to be carried out as quickly as possible before an accident happens.  

076/16 Cemetery 
 Members discussed the current guidance notes and policy for Headstones and 

Memorials within the Cemetery.  Discussion held as to what was Natural Stone, 
members categorised it as being not plastic, it was not the intention that the colour 
should be natural (beige). 

 RESOLVED to re-adopt the guidance notes and policy for Headstones and 
Memorials with out any changes at this time.  The Policy will be reviewed when 
necessary.  Cemetery Fees will be considered at another time. 

077/16 Finance 
 RESOLVED to authorise the following payments 
  

  

078/16 Play Area 
 This is nearing completion, with the old equipment needing to be re-painted.  A 

quote for this, to include Materials and Labour, has been received for £861.00.   
 Despite invitations and repeat requests other contractors are reluctant to tender for 

this work. 

Purchase of Bark chippings £480.00

Laying of Bark Chippings £100.00

Clerks Salary July / August £248.32



 RESOLVED that the quotation for £861.00 be accepted for painting the old play 
equipment.  This would allow for the play area to be completed in a timely fashion. 

079/16 Allotments 
  Discussion held about site visit.  Clerk will send out new Tenancy agreements and 

requests for rent within the next week. 

080/16 Broadband Provision within the Parish 
 A Broadband company recently held a Public Meeting at the Village Hall, explaining 

what their products could offer the people of Little Somerford.  They would be 
prepared to survey the area for suitability if enough residents registered interest on 
their website.  Exact numbers are not known, but it will probably be that 60+ 
registrations will be needed. 

 After a long discussion it was suggested and agreed that residents form an 
independent Broadband Working Group to look into alternatives and keep the Parish 
Council appraised of progress on a regular basis; there appears to be more 
knowledge within the Community than on the Parish Council about Broadband 
provision.   

 RESOLVED that an independent Broadband Working Group be established with no 
Parish Council members. Chairman to progress. 

081/16 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Meeting 
 Mr Brian Birkin-Hewitt is in the process of finishing the refurbishment of the finger 

posts around the village.  He is also working on the Village Sign on Millennium 
Green.  He has worked extremely hard over the summer on this project with real 
noticeable improvements.  A letter of thanks should be sent to him, and 
reimbursement made of materials used when invoice supplied. 

 The next meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council is scheduled for Tuesday 1st 
November 2016, at 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm 
………………………. 

Cllr Tony Pooley 
Chairman 

 


