
MINUTES of the meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council held on Tuesday, 1st November 
2016 at 7.15pm in Little Somerford Village Hall. 

PRESENT  : Cllrs Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Simon Spooner, Diane Sharp 
(chairman).  Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk). 

Also Present  :  Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis, Mrs Zoe  Carruthers, Mr Chris Reynolds,  
        Mrs Susan Free. 

NOTE  :  In absence of Cllr Tony Pooley this meeting was chaired by Cllr Diane Sharp. 

Public Question Time. 
Mrs Free updated the Council on the Community Speed Watch project, there are now 8 
volunteers trained, they need to complete a small amount of reading on guidelines and they 
will be able to start measuring speeds of cars through the village.  It is hoped there will be 
four areas this can be carried out from.  The speed gun is shared with Dauntsey  and they will 
liaise as to times it is available.  A metro count is needed before checks can be carried out 
along The Hill, this will be requested from Wiltshire Council. 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor 
Cllr Toby Sturgis reported on a visit he had made recently to the Parish with two Wiltshire 
Council Officers (Bill Parks and Matt Perrott).   Several issues were found that needed 
attention including: Bridge into Great Somerford, Raised walkway, pipework to residents 
property.  Also discussed was the road markings at the junction with The Street / The Hill at 
the Bus Stop.  Cllr Sturgis had been assured this would be carried out in the next three 
months.   The pothole/depression in Dauntsey Road will now be dealt with in this quarter as 
the issue is now classified as serious.   
  

082/16 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Tony Pooley and  Clive Tubman. 

083/16 Declarations of Interest 
 There were no declarations of interest made on items relating to this agenda. 

084/16 Minutes 
 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th September 2016 were approved as an 

accurate record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman.   

085/16 Planning Matters 
a. The Council noted the following Planning decisions made by Wiltshire Council for 

the Parish of Little Somerford since the last meeting. 

• 16/09143/TCA – The Old Post House, Little Somerford 
Fell 1 Lawson Cypress, Remove Limb Overhanging Church Boundary 
from Western Red Cedar, Remove 2 Stems from Lawson Cypress and 
Reduce Back from Cables, Crown Raise Group of Conifers to 3 metres 
above Ground Level and Remove leaning Stems, Fell 1 Yew Tree, 3 



metre Lateral Reduction to 7 Beech Trees, Fell 7 Conifers, 2 Metre 
Reduction to Beech Tree, and Crown Raise Golden Leyland to 2 metres 
from Ground Level and Reduce Height by 3.5 metres. 

Decision : No Objections 

• 16/09147/TCA – Stonelea, The Hill, Little Somerford 
30% Reduction to Silver Birch. 

Decision : No Objections 

b. The Council considered the Planning Application below.  

• 16/09479/FUL - The Wagon House Annexe, Somerford House, Little 
Somerford 
Change of use of outbuilding to enable use as tourist accommodation 
(retrospective). 

• 16/09489/LBC - The Wagon House Annexe, Somerford House, Little 
Somerford 
Internal alterations to facilitate change of use of outbuilding to enable use 
as Tourist Accommodation (retrospective). 

The Council had no objections to the above Planning Application. 

086/16 ADJOURNMENT 
 Chairman requested the meeting be adjourned at this point so that Mrs Carruthers 

and Mr Reynolds could update members. 

 RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting  for 35 minutes at 7.50pm.  

087/16 Broadband Provision 
 The Chairman thanked Mrs Carruthers, Mr Reynolds and the Working Group for 

their hard work and commitment to investigating a positive way forward to getting a 
suitable broadband provision for the parish.  The Working Groups comments were 
noted and an invitation extended to update the Parish Council at future meetings. 

088/16 Website 
 An application for a Grant from the Governments Transparency Fund which enables 

small Councils to purchase equipment and services needed to comply with the latest 
legislation has been completed by the Clerk. 

 The request at this time is for purchase of a computer, scanner, website, and 
necessary software.  It is not possible to purchase additional software, like Anti-
virus, under this scheme; the Parish Council will need to fund these items from their 
own funds. 

 RESOLVED that the form be sent to Katie Fielding, (Wiltshire Association of Local 
Councils) as the first step in applying for the grant. 



089/16 Cemetery 
 Since the removal of the rubbish bin at the Cemetery there has been no improvement  

in the amount of litter left in the gateway.  It may be necessary to put a small bin at 
the gateway; there are two bins in the Play Area, one could be moved. 

 RESOLVED to move one waste bin from the Play Area and to erect it just inside the 
Cemetery entrance.  Clerk will investigate how this bin can be emptied most 
efficiently, ensuring any contractor has the appropriate Waste Transfer Licence, and 
will discuss positioning of bins generally with the Wiltshire Council Officer 
responsible for their emptying. 

090/16 Finance 
 It was noted that interest of £1.06 was received for the period of July to September. 

 RESOLVED to authorise the following payments 
  

  

091/16 Play Area 
 The Annual RoSPA inspection was carried out on 6th October, with an overall risk 

rating of LOW which was noted. 
  
 The Report raised some minor concerns as shown below together with the Councils 

considerations. 

 

Reimbursement for signs lettering £101.65

Water Rates £35.81

Clerks Salary Sept / October £248.32

RoSPA Concerns Councils 
Considerations

Outcome

Recommended that a min 
of 2 gates for each play 
area to avoid risk of 
intimidation and bullying.

Understands this is 
necessary in larger areas, 
but consider this is not an 
issue within Little 
Somerford at present

This will be kept under 
review, changes will be 
made only if necessary

Waste Bin is within fall 
area of equipment

There are two bins on site, 
one can be removed

Bin will be moved to use 
at the Cemetery

Weed Killing at base of 
equipment, potentially 
exposing concrete bases

Warranty is void if posts 
are cut by strimmer - will 
only weed kill early Spring 
and late Summer

It is hoped this will work 
as compromise.  Will be 
kept under review.



  
092/16 Noticeboard 
 A Noticeboard has been ordered to replace the one beside the Church which is 

becoming unusable.  The new board will be slightly bigger and so it was suggested 
that Community groups could also use the area if there was space alongside the 
Council notices.   

093/16 Training / Conference Attendance 
 The Clerk recently attended the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) National 

Conference.  This had originally been financed personally but the Chairman of 
Lydiard Millicent PC suggested to the chairmen of Little Somerford and Broad 
Town that their PCs may like to pay a contribution.   

 RESOLVED to pay a contribution of £66.00 to the Clerk, being one quarter of the 
whole amount.  Payment is for this year only, any further contributions must be 
reviewed on an annual basis. 

    
094/16 Councillors Observations and Items for Next Meeting 
 With the resignation of John Smith the Council is able to move straight to co-option 

as there will be an election in May 2017.  Notices will be placed to advertise this. 
 The grass cutting contract will be agreed at the January meeting. 
 Cllr Frayling has arranged for the first two allotments to be cleared by a contractor 

in order to keep the area tidy. 
 Christmas Carols will be sung around the tree on Millennium Green over the 

weekend of 16/17 December, exact details will be available nearer the time. 

 The next meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd 
January 2017, at 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm 
………………………. 

Cllr Tony Pooley 
Chairman 

 

Significant corrosion on 
Toddler Swing needs 
descaling and re-painting

All old equipment is due 
to be rubbed down and 
painted with lead free 
paint.

In progress as part of the Play 
Area Refurbishment will take 
place in Spring 2017.

Swing chain wear and tear 
and insufficient distances

This was noted Will be monitored during 
the year


