
The Annual Meeting of Little Somerford Parish was held at the Village Hall, Little Somerford, on 

Monday, 24th. May, 1993. 

PRESENT.  Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, and eight local electors (six of whom were parish 

councillors).  The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lyn Boulton and W.P.C. E. 

Ashworth. 

POLICE VIDEO PRESENTATION.  This was given by Police Sergeant N. Bancroft as a follow-up to the 

consultative questionnaires which had been recently completed.  He outlined the various standards 

of service which Wiltshire Constabulary intended to achieve.  A question and answer session 

followed and Sergeant Bancroft was thanked by the Chairman. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH MEETING.  Minutes of the parish meeting held on 26th. May, 1992 

were read by the Clerk, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Mr. Gawthropp reported the parish council had met for regular meetings on 

six occasions plus two extra planning meetings.  Nine planning applications had been dealt with-

mainly for extensions to property.  All had been approved by the District Council.  The parish council 

was continually in touch with the highway authorities regarding any problems affecting drainage, 

road surface conditions, parking problems etc.. The new directional arrows on the road surface at 

the crossroads seemed to have had a good effect in assisting a safe flow of traffic at this point.  The 

police had undertaken to carry out spot checks on traffic speed as and when the man-power 

situation allowed.  Mr. G. Barnes liaised with the Footpath Warden in respect of the maintenance of 

local public rights of way.  With regard to the scheme for a new village hall the Council was in 

communication with both the local fund raising committee and the joint Somerfords working party.  

Questionnaires recently completed had not shewn any distinct preference over all for either of the 

two nominated sites.  Feasibility studies would need to be carried out before any practical progress 

could be made.  Flowering trees planted at the parish cemetery to replace those trees felled were 

thriving.  Kingsmead Mill Open Day had produced the sum of £298 for worthwhile local projects. 

The Chairman thanked all his councillors for their support and the voluntary work carried out by 

them over and above their normal responsibilities. 

Sadly, Mr. Sorsby was leaving the village and had tendered his resignation.  His work for the 

Neighbourhood watch and with Dauntsey Vale Transport committee would be missed. 

FINANCIAL REPORT.  The Clerk presented the parish council accounts for the year ended 31st. March 

1993.  They were due for confirmation later in the evening and for district audit later in the month. 

PUBLOC TRANSPORT REPORT.  This was given by Mr. Sorsby.  Services Nos. 31 and 91 appeared to be 

working well despite the very occasional hiccup when a connection was missed. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT.   

Mr. Sorsby reported the past year had been comparatively quiet.  The scheme was working well 

generally with reports from residents and good feedback from the police.  One specific incident 

involved the vandalising of the telephone box.  It was a swift and professional job, the cash unit 

having been removed before the alarm could be acted upon.  He reminded that residents must be 

prepared to report anything or anyone out of the ordinary in order to ensure effective working of 

the scheme. 

The Chairman thanks all who had reported to the meeting. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.  Mrs. Pam Jenkins drew attention to the fact that rural sub post 

offices could be under threat of closure if certain policies urged by the DHSS were adopted eg, the 

paying of allowances and pensions etc. directly into bank accounts.  The Clerk would write to Richard 

Needham urging resistance to this pressure.  It was also decided to further write to him supporting 



the continuation of the Wiltshire Constabulary as a separate force and opposing its amalgamation 

with any neighbouring constabulary. 

The Chairman again thanked all for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm there 

being no further business. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


