The Annual Meeting of the Parish of Little Somerford was held on 25", May, 1995 at the Village Hall,
Little Somerford.

PRESENT. Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, and eight parish electors of whom six were parish
councillors.

APOLOGIES. These were received from County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden, also Mr. A. Churchill.
MINUTES. The minutes of the Parish Meeting which took place on 25™. April 1994 were read by the
clerk confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. Mr. Gawthropp welcomed the electors to the meeting but expressed
disappointment at the very small number present. During the year six regular, one extraordinary
and three planning meetings had taken place. Nine planning applications had been considered and
reported upon-rather fewer than in previous years. Following the Parish Council’s unsuccessful
attempts to have the traffic speed limit reduced, approached had been make to the County Council
to extend the existing limit along the Great Somerford road. Results of the site feasibility studies in
respect of the joint Somerfords village hall project had shewn a distinct preference for the old
railway station site. Play area equipment was to be cleaned and re-painted and picnic-type table
provided. Three new street lighting points had been created with monies from the Kingsmead Mill
open day fund. New village entrance nameplates, carrying a safety message had been bought by the
Parish council. In conjunction with the District Council a housing survey was being carried out to
ascertain any real need for affordable housing within the Parish. Contributions had been made
towards the funds for local events to commemorate the V.E. Day anniversary. A bonfire and
barbecue had been held at the old railway station site. No election had been necessary this year
and, following the resignation of Mr. Barry Hawkins, Mr. Michael Barnes had been co-opted to serve
as parish councillor in his place. Thanks were expressed to all councillors and clerk for their work
and also to the retiring councillor, Mr. Hawkins.

Mr. M. Parton was also thanked for his voluntary work of grasscutting at the Green.

MATTERS ARISING. There were none.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT REPORT. This was given by Mr. P. Brown. The village continued to enjoy the
benefit of a very good bus service. It was inevitable that the occasional hitch occurred; however
these were very few and far between. He had attended a public transport seminar in March. At this
concern was expressed regarding the growth of private vehicles in Wiltshire which was estimated to
be the highest in the country. Cycling for short trips was to be encouraged as was car sharing for
commuters to work. The provision of more evening public transport could also held. Any reduction
in the frequency of private car use could reduce accident injury figures and improve the general
living environment.

FINANCIAL REPORT. The Clerk gave a brief report of the Council’s accounts for the year ended 31°
March 1995. These had been approved by the Council at a special meeting on 29%". April and
subsequently inspected and agreed by the District Audit.

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. Mr. R. Hatchwell had agreed to replace a dead tree at The
Green with another flowing chestnut.

It was agreed that formal letters of thanks should be sent to both Mr. B. Hawkins and Mr. M. Parton.
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed.

Signed R Gawthropp Date 13 May 1996






