
A Meeting of the Parish of Little Somerford took place on Monday, 13th May 1996 at the Village Hall, 

Little Somerford. 

PRESENT. Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, and eight electors of the Parish six of whom were parish 

councillors. 

APOLOGIES. These were received from Mrs. Jean Jackson, Parish Council representative on the 

governing body of the Walter Powell Primary School; also from W.P.C. E. Ashworth. 

MINUTES. The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th.  May, 1995 were read by the 

Clerk, agreed by those who were present and signed by the Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. The Chairman welcomed everyone but expressed great disappointment of the 

very small number of parish electros attending.  He briefly reviewed the activities of the Parish 

Council throughout the past year.  Six regular council meetings had taken place, together with one 

extraordinary meeting.  During the year Mr. Barry Hawkins had resigned as Councillor and Mr. 

Michael Barnes had been coopted by election to serve in his stead. 

11 Planning applications had been dealt with and commented upon to the District Council.  Amongst 

these was an outline application for the proposed joint Somerfords Village Hall at the site of the old 

rail station.  Two applications had been for new dwellings and one for a conversion to dwelling.  All 

had been approved with the exception of one for anew dwelling at The Old Post House site. 

In highway matters the Council was pressing for an extension of the 40 m.p.h. traffic speed 

restriction along the Great Somerford road.   

Regarding Housing the results of the recent survey to assess the need for affordable housing was still 

awaited. 

The new Steering Committee had met to proceed with matters relating to the preparation of an 

application for Grant Aid from the National Lottery Millenium Fund.  The public transport service had 

suffered a loss of efficiency as a result of “teething problems” experienced by the new bus 

operators.  Happily they had now been resolved. 

Repainting of the play area equipment had been arranged but as yet. The work had not been 

started.  The Chairman thanked his councillors and Clerk for their support throughout the year. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  There were none. 

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT.  Mrs. Soden pledged her support for an extension of the 40 mph 

speed limit in the village.  However, she had doubts regarding the County Traffic Engineer’s 

response.  She was interested in the joint village hall project and promised support regarding any 

application for funding grants from the local authorities.  It was difficult to assess, however, what 

effect the establishment of Thamesdown as a separate unitary authority would have on the 

availability of these grants.  From next year the provision of seat belts for children in school buses 

would become law.  It was good to hear that the threat of the waste tip at Callow Hill had been 

removed.  She urged the Parish Council to write opposing the Flaxlands Farm site. 

The Chairman thanked Mrs. Soden for her report and her continued good work on behalf of the 

community. 

FINANCIAL REPORT.  The Parish Clerk, having provided everyone with a copy of the past year’s  

statement of accounts, explained any unusual items and would be presenting the accounts to the 

Annual General Council meeting for confirmation and acceptance. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT REPORT.  This was given by Mr. Peter Brown who dealt with the various 

problems which had arisen with the change of operator.  The village still enjoyed one of the best 

rural services. 

VILLAGE SCHOOL REPORT.  Mrs Jean Jackson, Council representative on the governing body of the 

Walter Powell Primary School had provided a brief report which was read by the Clerk.  She outlined 

the past year. Including successes gained in both academic matters and recreational activity.  The 



recent OFSTED inspection had been quite an experience and it appeared the school had achieved a 

good result. 

In her absence Mrs. Jackson was thanked – a formal letter of thanks would be sent. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   Mr. Brown, commenting upon the periodic road surface 

flooding which occurred at the junction of Meadow Lane with the main road, reported that there 

appeared to be no drain which served this particular area.  The Area Highway Engineer would be 

contacted regarding this. 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 27 May 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


