
The Annual Parish Meeting of Little Somerford was held on 27th. May at the Village Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

Present. Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, eleven electors of whom six were parish councillors.  Also 

present were Mrs. Carole Soden, County Cnclr.  Mr. T. R. Sturgis, District Councillor and W.P.C. E. 

Ashworth. 

Apologies. There were none. 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting but expressed some dis-appointment at the small 

number of electors attending. 

Minutes. The minutes of the parish meeting held on 13th. May, 1996 were read, confirmed by those 

who had been present and signed by the Chairman. 

Chairman’s Report.  

Mr. Gawthropp reported that, since the last parish meeting the Parish Council had met for six 

regular meetings and one extraordinary meeting.  Members had also met as planning committee on 

four occasions. 

Twelve planning applications had been considered and commented upon the majority for home 

extensions. 

The Clerk had met the County Highway Area surveyor on site and had toured the Village listing minor 

repairs which were badly needed.  Most of these had been promised for inclusion in the work list.   

Unfortunately, in common with other villages, no proper road surfacing could be expected for at 

least a year. 

The bus shelter was in the process of being repaired after damage caused by youths. 

A new lighting point had been provided outside the Railway cottages on the Dauntsey Road. 

Equipment in the play area had been re-painted. 

An application to the Millenium Fund for the Joint Somerfords Village Hall project had not been 

successful and it would be necessary to look for other sources of funding.  The scheme may have to 

be scaled down accordingly. 

Matters arising from the minutes.   

There were none. 

Financial Report.  

The Clerk presented a summary of the Parish Council’s accounts for the year ended 31st. March 

1997. 

Public Transport.   

A short report was given by Councillor Mr. P. Brown.  The service was still providing a good timetable 

on all routes- Chippenham, Swindon and Malmesbury but there had been some complaints 

regarding the cleanliness of some of the vehicles.  These had been addressed and improvements had 

been promised.  The contractor was to introduce two new vehicles fitted with seat belts. 

County Councillor’s Report. 

Mrs. Soden spoke of the organisation changes at County Hall resulting from the establishment of 

Thamesdwon as a new unitary authority.  She regretted the fact that efforts to extend the 40 mph 

traffic speed restriction along the the Great Somerford road had been unsuccessful.  Efforts by 

Gloucestershire County Council to establish a traffic weight limit in Tetbury would result in heavy 

vehicles being diverted to both classified and unclassified roads in the Malmesbury rural area. 

All school buses in the County were now fitted with passenger safety belts. 

She warned against any complacency following the withdrawal of waste tip applications in and 

around the Brinkworth area.  North Wiltshire was still very much a target for developers wishing to 

acquire land for such purposes.  She reported that due to the huge cost of road gritting the County 



budget for this work had been trimmed and, with the exception of dangerous hills and bends in 

villages served by C roads precautionary gritting would be confined to “A” & “b” class roads. 

District Councillor’s Report. 

Mr. Sturgis reiterated Mrs. Soden’s warning regarding waste tips and the possible diversion of heavy 

goods vehicles on to Wiltshire roads bordering the Gloucestershire boundaries. 

He also spoke of planning matters and urged that applicants seeking planning permission for 

possible contentious development should liaise more closely with the district planning officers prior 

to submitting such plans.  This could save both time and money.  More positive comment on plans 

from some parish councils was also desirable. 

Police Report. 

W.P.C. Ashworth reported no serious crime had been committed within the parish during the past 

year.  Several petty burglary and car theft crimes had taken place.  No serious accidents had 

occurred on the roads in the Village.  Police manning at Malmesbury which had dropped to 8 officers 

had now risen to 10 but another 2 were neede to ensure a reasonably effective policing of the area. 

Accident and crime response times remained at a maximum of 20 minutes. 

The Chairman thanked all who had reported to the meeting and especially thanked Councillors Mrs. 

Soden and Mr. Sturgis together with W.P. C. Ashworth for their giving of valuable time to attend. 

Other matters for discussion. 

Mr. D. Rogers commented upon planning matters and criticised the appearance of a particular new 

dwelling in the conservation area.  Hope was expressed that in time the stone used would not be so 

instrusive once it had weathered in. 

Mrs. Fitzcharles expressed concern regarding the future of the Somerford Arms public house. 

After thanking all for their attendance the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.15 hours. 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 11 May 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


