
The Annual Parish Meeting of Little Somerford took place at the Parish Hall, Little Somerford on 11th. 

May, 1998. 

1. PRESENT  Mr. R.W. Gawthropp, Chairman and 8 parish electors of whom 6 were 

parish councillors.   

2. APOLOGIES    These were received from Mrs. Carole Soden (County Councillor), Mr. T.R. 

Sturgis (District Councillor) and P.C. Ian Brown the local police officer. 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the Parish meeting held on 27th. May, 1997 were read by the 

Clerk, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  

Mr. Gawthropp welcomed all to the meeting but expressed disappointment at the small number 

present. 

During the past year the Parish Council had met on 6 occasions for regular meetings, once for an 

extraordinary meeting and 3 times as Planning Committee. 

Ten planning applications had been commented upon most of these being for extensions to 

dwellings. 

Despite meetings on site with representatives of the County Highways department virtually none of 

the promised highway repairs had been carried out. 

During the year the Parish Council had paid off the balance of the street lighting mortgage. 

Following the failure to secure funds and planning permission for a new joint village hall.  A 

contribution had been made to the cost of the electrical rewiring of the existing Little Somerford 

hall.  It was understood the Hall Committee had plans for future developments of the building. 

The Village Millenium Committee, initiated by the Parish Council, had met on 3 occasions and 

various projects had been presented to residents at a very successful open meeting. 

Mini re-cycling facilities continued to be well used and serviced. 

Both the Children’s Play Area and the Parish cemetery were being well maintained. 

Thanks were expressed for the voluntary work of grasscutting at the Green and roadside verges 

carried out by Major M. Parton and Mrs. Diane Sharp respectively. 

The Chairman thanked his councillors and Clerk for their support during the year.  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  

None were raised.   Signature of R Gawthropp 

6. FINANCIAL REPORT This was given by the Clerk and copies of the basic payments & 

receipts accounts were made available for all present.   

The Parish precept for 1998 would remain unchanged at the 1996 level i.e. £2200. 

7. PUBLIC TRANSPORT REPORT. This was presented by Mr. P. Brown who referred to the 

new contract for Andybus following the withdrawal of a number of routes from the Fosseway 

contract.  We had a very good service although occasionally the number of vehicles effecting 

passenger changing caused a brief highway hazard.  It was hoped that a possible extension of 

weekend services might be approved.  Mr. Ian Milton expressed some concern regarding the 

“doubling up” of pupils which took place on occasions inschool buses in both directions.  Mr. Brown 

would query this with the authority. 

8. SCHOOL REPORT.  Mrs. Jacqui Ponting had produced a comprehensive report which was 

read by the Clerk.  It included some concern in respect of declining numbers of pupils and the ‘knock 

on’ effect on the school budget, the new school curriculum and social events during the year. 

Following recent incidents in other parts of the country security provisions at the school would be 

constantly under review. 

Flyers to promote the Walter Powell School had been placed with local estate agents for distribution 



since the school attracts one third of its pupils from outside its immediate catchment area. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Don Rogers raised the matter of the village speed limit and the necessity for lowering it.  The 

Chairman replied that in every year some form of pressure is brought to bear on the County Council 

for consideration of this. 

Mr. Milton was concerned about the parking of cars on the road carriageway outside “Sunnyside” 

close to the dangerous corner on the C45 road at its junction with East End Lane.  The Chairman 

reported that the Clerk had written complaining of this danger and would follow up the matter with 

the resident concerned. 

Pressure had also been brought to bear on the highways authority in respect of the erosion of the 

verge outside Aynsley House. 

Mr. Milton referred to builders waste materials which had been tipped within the gateway of the 

paddock immediately adjoining his property. The Parish Council were in correspondence with the 

person concerned to ensure that the materials would actually be used for a hardstanding and not 

added to as a form of waste tip .. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 21.05 hrs .. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 11 May 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


