
The Annual Parish Meeting of Little Somerford took place on Tuesday, 11th. May, 1999 at The Parish 

Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT  Mr. R.W. Gawthropp, Chairman and eight parish electors of whom six were parish 

councillors.   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  These were received from Mrs. Carole Soden, County Councillor and Mrs. 

Jacqui Ponting, joint MLA school governor. 

MINUTES  The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th. May, 1998 were read by the Clerk, 

agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  Following the recent parish elections 2 new councillors had been elected – 

Mrs. Diane Sharp & Mr. Ian Wigmore.  During the past year the Parish Council had met for regular 

meetings on 6 occasions & for 3 planning discussions.  Site meetings had taken place at the play area 

& cemetery as well as for highway purposes.  17 Planning applications had been considered and 

commented upon.  Despite the Highways site meeting much work was still needed in respect of road 

surface potholes and much needed verge kerbing at The Green and outside Aynsley House. 

Repairs at the Children’s play area had included the patching of holds in the boundary fence and 

work on the sand pit.  Thanks were expressed to Messrs. Martyn Scott, Peter Brown and Laurence 

Turner for their voluntary work.  Work soon to be put in hand at the parish cemetery included repair 

to railings and re-painting.  Work on Millenium projects were proceeding, the Garden of 

Remembrance being almost completed.  Mr. Michael Barnes was specially thanked for his work with 

this scheme. 

The Chairman thanks both Mrs. Sharp and Mr. Parton for their voluntary work of cutting grass at the 

central open spaces in the village and also to Mr. Martyn Scott and Mr. Don Heal for their voluntary 

work with the water supply & tree felling at the parish cemetery. 

He thanks his Clerk and fellow councillors for their work and support throughout the year.  

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  There were none to report.    

FINANCIAL REPORT This was given by the Parish Clerk who reviewed the accounts of the Council 

for the past year ended 31st. March 1999.   

VILLAGE SCHOOL REPORT.  Mrs. Diane Sharp presented a comprehensive report of both the 

curricular and extra-curricular activities of the Walter Powell Primary school.  Very few children in 

the Somerford parishes had reached school age in September 1998 and so there had been a drop 

from 76 to 67 in the school roll during the current academic year.  There had been a change of 

teacher for the Reception class; the school was not linked to the Internet and special attention was 

being given to making Science a more interesting subject for such young children. 

Sporting activities included football, athletics and “quick cricket” with some pupils attending rugby 

skills events.  Athletics and netball also feature strongly. 

Visits were made to the Kingswood centre on the I.O. Wight, to the National Gallery, House of 

Commons etc.. Fundraising included a musical evening at the village put which paid for a VCR.  Julie 

& Kit Harding’s Summer Ball raised a magnificent £5000.  There was a general invitation to the Open 

Day due to take place on 27th. May. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  Mr. Ian Milton asked whether the County Highways would be 

fulfilling their promise outside his house.  He was told that marker strips had been definitely 

promised as a first step in arresting the erosion of the verge. 

The Chairman thanked all who had reported to the meeting and declared the meeting closed at 

20.45 hrs. 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 22 May 2000 


