
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH OF LITTLE SOMERFORD WAS HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, 

LITTLE SOMERFORD ON WEDNESDAY, 7TH. MARCH, 2001. 

PRESENT.  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman together with 15 Parish electors of whom 5 were parish 

councillors.  Police Constable T. Peffers was also in attendance. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  These were received from Councillor Mrs. L. Boulton, County Councillor 

Mrs. C. Soden, District Councillor Mr. T.R. Sturgis, Mr. A. O’Leary and Mr. C. Fraser. 

MINUTES.   The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd. May 2000 were read by the 

Clerk, confirmed by those who were present and signed by the Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and observed that the number of 

electors attending represented a significant improvement on that of recent years.  This year was the 

first in which the annual parish meeting was being held separately from a regular parish council 

meeting.   

During the 10 months since the last meeting the Parish Council had met for 5 regular meetings, 3 

planning meetings and 1 parish cemetery site meeting.  24 planning applications had been 

considered – double the average number for previous years.  Concern had been expressed regarding 

the bad state of country roads and the County Council sub contractors had been consulted “on site”.  

Strong representations were being made to Wiltshire County Council for a lowering of the village 

traffic speed restrictions to 30 mph. 

New grasscutting contracts had been negotiated which, unfortunately had meant an increase in 

expenditure.  Sadly, during the year we lost the services of a dedicated councillor, Mr. Michael 

Barnes, as a result of his sudden death.  Following an election for his successor Mr. Chris McAuliffe 

was duly elected.  Total costs for this amounted to nearly £650.00, another unforeseen expense.  

Nevertheless it was not intended to increase the parish precept during the coming year.  Plans for 

the year beginning in April included the complete re-laying of the main path at the cemetery, re-

furbishment of a traditional signpost on the B4042 road and the placing of a public seat at the Village 

Millennium Green. 

The Chairman thanked all the councillors & clerk for their work and support during the year. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES & CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

There were none to report.   R W Gawthropp and I Wigmore Signatures 

FINANCE REPORT. 

The current year was not due to end until 31st. March and so the Clerk made a provisional statement 

of accounts anticipating a total to be carried forward of £2864.31. 

SCHOOL REPORT.  In the absence of Mr. O’Leary this was read by the Clerk on his behalf. 

Tribute was paid to the retiring Head Teacher, Mrs. Maris Cole for her devoted service and success in 

this position.  Her successor, Mr. Adam Byrom had made an impressive start.  Pupils attending the 

school numbered 62.  It was essential to maintain 3 classes and accordingly the teaching level had 

been increased to 3.4.  It was hoped that new budget in april would allow more money and thus 

make it possible to maintain this teaching level. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT.  Mr. Peter Brown reported that Dauntsey Vale Transport Committee now only 

meet twice a year since past work had brought about a good working system. He drew attention to 

the quality of the service we enjoy in Little Somerford and pointed out how low fares were in 

comparison to the cost of car travel.  Further savings were possible for regular travellers by making 

use of bulk ticket purchase. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Brown for his report. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT.  This was read by the Clerk in the absence of Mr. C. Fraser, 

Neighbourhood Water Co-ordinator. 

There had been 4 incidents of crime in the Parish during the past 10 months.  Contact had been 



made with our new Community Police Officer Tim Peffers.  Mr. Fraser advised that he was more 

than willing to talk through any matter with a resident immediately affected by any criminal offence 

within the Parish.  However it was more effective & less time consuming if persons thus affected 

communicated directly with the police themselves – preferably via the Chippenham telephone no. 

01249-654455. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT. 

Mrs. Carole Soden was abroad and her brief report was given by the Clerk. 

Copies of leaflets outlining the work of 2 or the 3 major departments of the County Council had been 

provided and were available from the Parish Clerk.  These were the Social Services and Education 

Departments.  Mrs. Soden was serving as chairman of the Education Committee. 

All departments were experiencing financial difficulty since the National Government had withdrawn 

£26 Million pounds from the Council in the past 4 years.  She was sorry to report that there would be 

an increase of 8.1% in the Council Tax for the coming financial year. 

She promised to do her best to achieve a lowering of the Little Somerford traffic speed limit. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT. 

Mr. Sturgis’ report was read by the Clerk.  He commented that the Government’s Local Government 

Act required changed from the old committee system.  There had already been experiments by the 

party in power at District level (Lib. Democrats) which had, to date cost over £500,000.  The Calne 

Town Centre project was £2 million over budget and other schemes 90% over budget.  The Council’s 

new offices needed an extra £19.6 million, all to come out of the council taxpayers’ pockets. 

He promised to do all he could to protect rural communities from a gradual destruction of their 

natural environment and to work for stricter control of traffic speed through villages.  

POLICE REPORT.  P.C. Tim Peffers reported on the incidence of crimes for Wiltshire in general and 

the Malmesbury sector in particular.  The County had just under 28,000 reported crimes in the past 

year.  Of these The Chippenham division had 8700 (31%) and the Malmesbury section nearly 5% of 

the Divisional crimes i.e 429.  Our beat, comprising 4 parishes had 36 of which Little Somerford had 

only 4.  From a County point of view this represented just 0.014% of the total recorded crime in 

Wiltshire. 

Overall detection rate was 24%.  He would do his best to see if the occasional speed check could be 

carried out.  The lack of sufficient man power was the main problem, although 5 officers could be 

returning to the sector in the near future.  There was also the possibility of a clerk manning the 

phone at the Malmesbury police station.  The Chairman thanked him for his report. 

VILLAGE SPEED LIMIT. 

The Clerk read a detailed and comprehensive letter which had been sent to the County Traffic & 

Road Safety Manager urging that serious consideration be given to establishing a 30 mph restriction 

throughout the Village.  The relevant committee was due to meet on 21st. March to discuss this. 

OTHER MATTERS.  Mrs. Julie Frayling asked for a salt & Grit bin to be installed at the top of The Hill 

where accidents regularly occur.  Mr. Ian Milton re-itterated his concern that the matter of builder’s 

waste dumping adj. to Aynsley House had not yet been resolved together with the kerbing of the 

roadside verge.  There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

  

 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp .. Parish Council Chairman   Date  


