THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH OF LITTLE SOMERFORD TOOK PLACE ON TUESDAY, 8th.
APRIL, 2003 AT LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH HALL.

1. PRESENT Mr. W. |. Wigmore, Chairman, County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden and seven
Parish electors of whom five were Parish councillors.

Also present was Police Sergeant Gavin Williams and Police Constable O’Connell.

The Chairman welcome all to the meeting, especially County Councillor Mrs. Soden and the local
police officers.

2. APOLOGIES These were received from Mr. C. Fraser, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator,
Mr. S. Frayling, local Public Rights of Way liaison and Mr.. A. Hay, Minor Local Authorities school
governor.

3. MINUTES The minutes of the Little Somerford Parish Meeting held on 2" April, 2002 were
read, confirmed by those who were present and duly signed by the Chairman.

4. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT Councillor Mr. Wigmore gave a comprehensive and detailed resume
of the Parish Council’s activities during the previous year and referred to some at District level.
Briefly these were as follows:-

The Council had considered and commented upon 14 planning application as compared with 22 for
the previous year. Three were subsequently refused permission of which two were for small
housing developments on the outskirts of the Village. He also advised the electors present that,
purely in the interests of speeding up the consideration of applications by the District Council,
changed in procedure had been made which reduced the number actually dealt with by councillors
appointed the District Development Control Committees. The Parish Council considered this to be
regressive and somewhat undemocratic. The Little Somerford Village Design statement had been
approved by North Wiltshire District Council and adopted as supplementary planning guidance when
considering future application affecting the Parish. The control of excessive traffic speed along some
roads within the Parish continued to be a matter for concern. A Speed Indicating Device had been
operative for two days and its findings confirmed that the 40 mph limit was being exceeded by over
half of road users. A committee had been formed to seek advice and investigate any useful courses
of action to remedy the situation. Work requested by the Parish Council had been carried out by
County Highways contractors to combat the intermittent C66 road surface flooding beneath the
railway bridge. This resulted in a significant improvement of the situation. Restoration work had
improved the appearance and convenience of some of the pedestrian footways along The Street.
The Children’s Play Area had benefited from the installation of a new slide — a substantial grant from
the National Lottery assisting with the costs. Safety surfaces within the area had also been
improved, for which thanks were expressed to Mr. Brian Birkin-Hewitt. The Chairman reported that
the Parish precept for the current year had been raised to £2750 to assist in meeting the costs of the
Parish Council election in May. He deplored the interference by National government requiring even
parish councillors, who gave freely of their services in the community, to declare political, financial
and some personal interests to a quite unnecessary degree. Fortunately for Little Somerford none of
the councillors had resigned in protest as had many up and down the Country. Despite the fact that
we had always made accounts, minutes planning applications etc. readily available to the electorate
National government had not gone to the extreme with legal requirements affecting freedom of
information creating much extra work for the Parish Clerk. Fund raising for Jubilee events had
helped all of the charitable groups and organisations in the Parish and also funded a children’s party,
a bonfire/fireworks night and Jubilee Lunch on the Green. Thanks were expressed to Julie Harding,
Debbie Fitzcharles and Robert Gawthropp for their voluntary work in respect of these fund raising
events.

The Chairman thanked all councillors for their support. Other special thanks were accorded to Mike



Parton and Diane Sharp for voluntary Grasscutting and to the Parish Clerk.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES There were none to report.

5. POLICE REPORT Police Sergeant reported that Little Somerford was particularly law-abiding
and in 2003 to date only one offence had occurred — a theft of straw bales. In 2002 8 offences had
taken place 3 of them daylight house burglaries. The culprit was now serving a term of
imprisonment.

He stressed the vulnerability to burglary of premises such as stable. A number of thefts of
horseboxes and caravans had occurred in some neighbouring parishes. Most villages had
complained of excessive traffic speed. Police manpower was spread very thinly over his area of
responsibility and this dictated that police speed checks could rarely take place. P.S. Williams stated
that as any one time in normal working conditions he had but 8 officers on duty. In view of the fact
that the Malmesbury station telephone was manned only between 08.00 and 10.00 a.m. it was
always advisable to report any happenings or suspicious behaviour using the central Devizes
telephone number.

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT Mrs. Carole Soden in her capacity as Chair of Wiltshire
County Council apologised for her present inability to attend more regular parish council meetings
due to the demands of her present position. She understood concerns expressed by the electorate
regarding Council Tax increases. However, National Government appeared to offer far greater help
to local authorities in the South East, Midlands & North of the country than that which was afforded
to the rural West. The recent pay settlement following the fire-fighters’ strike also posed a problem
which together with the strictures imposed by National Government, restricted spending on matters
such as road repairs. She also deplored the fact that the Government had dragged its feet in
formulating a national traffic speed limit for rural areas. Mrs. Soden expressed concern regarding
the future of Malmesbury Community Hospital, especially the maternity unit. Wide scale lobbying of
the local health trust was essential. She re-affirmed her commitment to support the cause of rural
parishes who generally suffered at the expense of urban areas.

7. FINANCE REPORT The Parish Clerk made a statement of the Parish Council accounts for the
year ended 31°%%. March 2003. A copy of the accounts was provided to each of the electors present.
8. VILLAGE SCHOOL REPORT Mr. Anthony Hay, as Joint Minor Local Authority governor for the

Walter Powell Primary School, had provided a report that there were 41 pupils on the school roll at
present. During the year a new head teacher had been appointed — Mr. Terry Hall. It was wished to
re-locate the Pre-School in a spare classroom within the main school building for which extra funding
would be needed. In Mr. Hay’s absence the report was read by the Clerk.

9. PUBLIC TRANSPORT REPORT This was presented by Mr. Peter Brown. He stated that the
Village still enjoyed one of the best rural public transport services. Alterations ha been made to the
old Swindon to Yate No. 31 service which meant changing at Malmesbury. Connections to Great
Somerford and the Hatts no. 91 bus had been restored. Chippenham bus station had been given
something of a face-life with a new lay-out.

10. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME In Mr. Charles Frazer’s absence a report had been
provided and this was read by the Clerk. The low crime rate in the Village remained virtually
unchanged. There had been some thefts from garden sheds etc. some of which could have been

prevented by fitting padlocks. More seriously there was a second burglary at a property entered
during the previous year. Attention was drawn to the “Beat the Bogus Caller” initiative.

11. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY Mr Stuart Frayling had sent a report and this was ready by the Clerk. In
it he stated that all footpaths were walkable. Some minor repairs were needed to a stile on FP 2. A
further stile needed replacing together with signpost on FP6 at its junction with the Dauntsey road.
12. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION Mr. Peter Brown enquired when a permanent repair
would be effected to that part of the cemetery wall damaged in the previous year. The Chairman




replied that the resident who had assumed responsibility for the final repair had experienced a few
problems with the mason who was cutting and shaping the stones.

There being no further business the Chairman thanks all who had given or provided reports and duly
declared the meeting closed.

Signed |. Wigmore Date 13-4-04



