LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

NOTICE OF ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING
LITTLE SOMERFORD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT

The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting for Little
Somerford will be held at Little Somerford Village Hall on
Tuesday, 5 May 2015 at 7.15pm.

Local Government .electors for Little Somerford will be
entitled to vote at the Meeting which will be open to the

public.

The business to be transacted at the Meeting will be as
follows:-

1. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting — Tuesday 6 May 2014.

2. Written Reports from outside Bodies:
a. Walter Powell School
b. Wiltshire Constabulary

3. Written Report from the Wiltshire Councillor

4. Report from the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish
Council.

5. Questions regarding Parish business from the Electorate of the
Parish.

Mr Tony Pooley
Chairman
25 April 2014



MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting for Little Somerford, Wiltshire, held on
Tuesday, 6™ May 2014 at 7.15pm in Little Somerford Village Hall.

PRESENT : Clirs Pauline Cameron, Julie Frayling, Tony Pooley, Diane Sharp, Simon
Spooner, Clive Tubman, Wilts Clir Toby Sturgis, Mr & Mrs Free, Mr C Reynolds.

Clir Tony Pooley, as Chairman of the Parish Council, chaired this meeting for the
electorate of the Parish.

1/14  Minutes of the Last Annual Parish Meeting
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday, 6" May 2013 were
adopted and signed as a true record.

2/14  Reports from Outside Bodies
Wiltshire Constabulary were unable to attend the meeting and sent no report.

3/14  Report from Wiltshire Councillor
ClIr Toby Sturgis, unitary Councillor for the Brinkworth division, read out a
prepared report, attached, Appendix A, to these minutes. He also reported he
would be meeting with Network Rail in the very near future to arrange
permission for Wiltshire Council to clear their culvert and hopefully alleviate
the flooding problem in that area.

Mirs Free asked about plastic recycling within Wiltshire — which grades of
plastic are to be placed in the Councils recycling bins? Wiltshire Council
request only plastic bottles are recycled at present; there will be plans to allow
for more plastic recycling in the future.

4/14 Report from Parish Council
ClIr Pooley read out a report on the activities carried out over the last year. This
report is attached as Appendix B.
He thanked all the Parish Councillors for their hard work over the last 12 months
in serving their village. Thanks were also given to all the residents who have
helped with the various community activities throughout the year.

5/14 Questions from the Electorate
Mr Chris Reynolds : He had contacted Wiltshire Council about a date for
“superfast broadband” reaching Little Somerford, but as yet had no response.
He is aware of several people working from home within the village and
increased internet would be beneficial.
Response from Clirs Sturgis
BT are contracted to carry out the installation of superfast broadband within
Wiltshire and at present they are working in “little bits” before moving to major
changes and installing lots of new cabling. Meetings are on-going between
Wiltshire Council and BT.

Mr Chris Reynolds : He has noticed there are a significant number of older
children now living in the village. Are the Parish Council considering this age
groups needs, there is a play area for under 10s but nothing for the older
children.

Response from CllIr Pooley and Parish Councillors

«



This issue had not been brought to the Parish Councils attention before tonight.
It will be discussed at a future meeting of Councillors, to find a way forward if
there is a necessity for this provision.

Mrs Sue Free : As an allotment holder she is keen to be up dated on the
progress of allotment fencing.

Response from Parish Council

There are two issues regarding fencing around the allotment; the Parish Council
is in negotiations with Network Rail to provide safety fencing and clear the
embankment, while the Parish Council is currently collecting quotations for
rabbit proof fencing. It is hoped to install rabbit proof fencing along three sides
of the allotments, fencing alongside the cemetery is in need of patching and not
completely renewing.

There being no more questions Cllr Pooley closed the meeting at 7.50pm.



Appendix
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING — 6th MAY 2014 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The last Annual Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday, 7" May 2013. Since then,
the Parish Council has met for six scheduled meetings and two additional
planning meetings. Routine business has included consideration of planning
applications, road safety, the state of the roads and footpaths, the play area,
cemetery and allotments, and the council’s finances.

We have considered 9 new planning applications this year, 5 fewer than last
year. Of these, 4 were permitted (or not objected to) by Wiltshire Council, 1

received prior approval, none were refused or withdrawn and 3 are awaiting

decision.

We are grateful to Ray Hobbs who continues to manage the telephone box Book
Exchange . And we are grateful to all villagers who cut the verges outside their
properties and trim their hedges, and especially to all the villagers who turned out
to help with this year’s Litter Blitz in April, for which we had yet another extremely
good turn-out of volunteers despite several regulars being away — many thanks!

The allotments continue to be a valued village asset. | reported last year that
some allotment holders were unhappy with the Parish Council’s decision to
increase the annual rent on a full lot as from September last year from £5 to £20.
Although some allotment holders decided to give up their Little Somerford
allotments, some of them were taken up by new allotment holders. There are still
three vacant allotments and new allotment holders are welcome.

The Parish Council has cleared away a trailer load of rubbish that had collected
on the allotments, is in discussion with Network Rail regarding the fence
bordering the railway embankment and has requested quotes for re-fencing
around the allotment area to keep out rabbits. A decision on the latter will be
made when all the quotes are in.

The Somerford Arms has continued to be a huge success. As a result of this

success, parking on The Hill has been significant and the Parish Council

received two complaints about damage to the verge on the east side of The Hill.

A site meeting between the complainants, Wiltshire Council Highways )
Department and The Somerford Arms tenants and property owner resulted in a N
clear understanding of what could and could not be done and action items were

agreed by all concerned.

On the financial side, it had been the Parish Council’s intention to increase the
precept annually (as from last year) by the rate of inflation in order to avoid
repeating previous sudden large increases in the precept. But in view of austerity
constraints throughout the country, we decided to keep the precept unchanged
this year.

We thank Wiltshire Councillor Toby Sturgis, who continued to show great interest
in Little Somerford and has always been ready with help or advice when needed.

We have the full complement of 7 councillors at present, having welcomed
Charlie Gawthropp, who was elected unopposed last May, and Clive Tubman,
who was co-opted to the council last June.

Finally, | would like thank all my fellow Parish Councillors for their willingness to
undertake extra tasks, for their enthusiastic reactions and great common-sense

to the planning applications we have received, and generally for their hard work N
and support throughout this past year. Thank you all!

/.



Where happy children learn to fly

Somerfords Walter Powell CE Primary School

Annual Report by Governing Body of
Seagry and Somerfords Walter Powell Primary Schools Federation
March / April 2015

Over the past year, the school has enjoyed a stable number of children on roll, currently 46, mainly
from Great Somerford and Little Somerford.

Since March 2014 the Federated partnership of Seagry and Somerfords’ Walter Powell has been

' working collaboratively with Christian Malford CE Primary School. Our head teacher, Mrs. Jill Rowe
was seconded by the Diocese to work at Christian Malford School for two days a week. At the
request of the Diocese, this has been extended to July 2015. The Federation is also assisting Christian
Malford School with Special Needs expertise and in other areas of teaching.

We continue to address the areas for improvement as identified in the May 2012 OFSTED report
which classified the school to be ‘Good with Outstanding features’. We anticipate a visit from
OFSTED in this current academic year. In terms of pupil attainment at the end of Key Stage 2, results
are at least in line with national averages and often exceed them. At the end of Key Stage 2 most
pupils choose to go to Secondary school in Malmesbury.

In 2012 the school also underwent its most recent Statutory Inspection (SIAS) by the National

Society. The headline conclusion of the inspector in her report was that ‘The distinctiveness and

effectiveness of Somerford’s Walter Powell Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School as a

church school is good’. She went on to state that ‘The distinctive Christian character of the School is
E reflected in its happy, inclusive Christian ethos. This has a positive impact on the academic, personal

and spiritual development of the children.” A SIAS is carried out every 5 years, the next visit is
A expected in 2017.

The Children have enjoyed many activities during the year including: residential visits for Y3/4 and
Y5/6; a whole school production at the end of the year; KSlwith Pre-school Nativity at Christmas;
Bikeability course for Year 6; Pantomime visit to Swindon; and the Small Schools sports tournament
to name a few. The children have joined with the children from Seagry Primary School to make a
‘Federation’ team taking part in various activities run by Malmesbury Sports Partnership at

Malmesbury Secondary School.

In November we held a very successful open day and welcomed lots of visitors from our local
community.

We continue to provide a range of after school activities such as Football, Multi-skills, Netball, Gym,
Frisbee, Art Club and Gardening Club. The children also take part in a number of other extra-
curricular activities during the school day, including ukulele, guitar, drumming and piano.

This year we were delighted when James Gray, our local MP, chose the school to represent his

- constituency of North Wiltshire in the Parliament 2015 Flag Project. The KS2 children worked with
Wiltshire artist Jennie Quigley to design a flag for Wiltshire. They thoroughly enjoyed being part of
this national project.



Where happy children learn to fly

We have a number of regular school visitors, some of whom are also Governors. They help out with
craft activities, hear children read, provide additional support to some of the children with Special

Needs.

We are also fortunate to have a number of visitors from our local churches who help to lead daily
collective worship, including over the past year Rev Steve Wilkinson, Rev David Gray and Trevor
Ranger. Heather Lee has introduced ‘Open the Book’, a themed and dramatized way of telling bible
stories, members of the local community including some of the foundation governors assist with
this. As a school we hold services in the Parish Church in Great Somerford to celebrate the Christian
Festivals, and also visit the War Memorial for an Act of Remembrance on 11" November, often

joined by people who live locally.

The school is very well supported by the Somerfords Home and School Association (SHASA) who
provide funds for extra activities and resources and support the various school events, for example
by serving refreshments.

The Future

You will no doubt be aware of the continuing number of schools converting to Academies which has
largely been led in our area by our local Secondary Schools; Hardenhuish, Sheldon and Malmesbury.
Christian Malford Primary School whom we have been supporting over the last 18 months is also an
Academy.

To become an Academy a school has to set up, or join, an Academy Trust. The Trust is a not-for-
profit organisation run rather like a small Company with responsibility for hiring staff, purchasing
goods and services etc. It is run by independent Trustees. School Governors still remain in place to
manage the school locally and ensure that Educational standards and performance are maintained.
Academy schools have a limited relationship with the Local Authority. Y

The Academy conversion process is supported by all the main Political Parties and we do not
anticipate any changes following the General Election.

The Governors of Seagry and Somerfords’ Walter Powell Primary Schools Federation have been
tracking and debating developments in this arena for over 2 years, informed increasingly by our
experience of supporting Christian Malford Primary School. We have now reached the view that
there are clear benefits to be gained from Academy status and the Governors have applied to
convert to an Academy and join the Academy Trust set up by the Diocese of Bristol.

No final decision has been taken. We will undertake a formal consultation process, as and when the
Department for Education agrees to this change. The DfE decision is not binding and we can
continue as Local Authority maintained schools should we wish.

We are very grateful for the support we receive from our local Parish
Councils and Parochial Church Councils, both financial and practical; The .
Governors, Staff and Pupils would like to say ‘thank you’, your help is very

much appreciated.
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Report to Little Somerford Parish Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2015
From Wiltshire Constabulary

Firstly I must give our apologies for not being able to attend in person.
During the period of 4" May 2014 to 3™ May 2015 we have had for
following incidents reported for the village of Little Somerford:

Anti-Social Behaviour — 2 reports of inconsiderate driving

Burglary — 3 outbuildings entered and power tools and gardening
equipment stolen

Theft — 2 reports of garden furniture and of fencing and batteries being
stolen from outside ™ *

Theft of motor vehicle
Domestic Violence — 2 reports
Damage — 1 report of a dog attacking a chicken

Road Traffic Collisions — 3 reports — 1 on the B4042 at the top of The
Hill, where a single vehicle hit surface water — non-injury, 2 at Clay
Street, 1 of which was injury to a motorcyclist due to a hazard on the
highway and the other non-injury where two vehicles met at a junction

Thefts from outbuildings is still amongst our most prevalent crimes
and we would urge home owners to check their security provision in
relation to sheds, garages and stables etc, particularly where they are
some distance from the residence or not well overlooked. Wiltshire
continues to be one of the safest counties in the country to live in and
we should like to thank residents for their continued vigilance.

PCSO 6014 Maule
Malmesbury NPT
Wiltshire Constabulary






