
DRAFT
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE LITTLE SOMERFORD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD IN THE MEETING ROOM OF THE VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 3%° MAY 2011

THAT COMMENCED AT 7.00PM

PRESENT: Clir T Pooley — Chairman, Clirs M Jones, Mrs D Sharp, G Harrop, Mrs J
Frayling, Wiltshire Councillor T Sturgis, P C Steve Humphries, Mrs R Nuttall School
Governor, S Webb Clerk + 2 members of the public.

MINUTES
Apologies for absence
Received from Councillor C McAuliffe

Minutes
Minutes of the APM held on 4™ May 2010 had already been signed but were
adopted as a true record.

Matters Arising from above minutes
None raised

Correspondence
None received

Chairman’s Report - Councillor T Pooley
The following report was circulated:
The last Annual Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday, 4" May 2010. Since then, the
Parish Council has met for its Annual meeting and six scheduled ordinary meetings.
Routine business has included consideration of planning applications, road safety,
the state of the roads and footpaths, the play area, cemetery and allotments, and the
council's finances.

We have considered 8 new planning applications this year, 1 less than last year and
6 less than the year before. Of these 4 were permitted by Wiltshire Council, 1 was
withdrawn, 2 were refused and 1 is awaiting decision.
A notable decision during the year was the refusal by Wiltshire Council of the
Planning Application received to convert the Saladin pub into two residential
properties. This was taken to appeal by the pub’s owners and the appeal was
dismissed. Sadly the pub has been closed for over a year. There has been a recent
offer to buy it, but we understand it has been rejected by the owners.
The local community has tested the appetite to put together a consortium to buy the
pub and we understand progress is being made in putting together an offer.
I would also like to express the Parish Council's warm thanks to Pat Sheppard and
Enid Heal for continuing the maintenance of the memorial garden in the cemetery, to
Robert Simmons for cutting the outside of the cemetery hedge, to Pam Jenkins,
Martyn Scott and Robert Gawthropp for managing the cemetery and the allotments,
and to Martyn Scott for starting the felling of the large fir tree in the cemetery which
blocks light to some of the allotments — this task will be completed by him this
summer free of charge.
We are also grateful to all villagers who cut the verges outside their properties and
trim their hedges; and especially to all the villagers who turned out to help with this



year’s Litter Blitz in April, for which we had yet another record turn-out of volunteers
— many thanks!

The allotments continue to be a valued village asset and all thirteen allotments are
currently being used.
The Parish Steward scheme continues to work well. Our Parish Steward is no longer
scheduled to visit us on specific days but we are still able to identify work for him to
do. Potholes have been repaired by him throughout the village, and Wiltshire Council
has also undertaken more significant repairs at our request on The Hill.

Wiltshire Council has also, after some years of request, resurfaced the badly eroded
footpath outside Manor Farm and Somerford House. It also renewed the rest of the
footpath from the bus stop, past the church and part way past Pound House. The
Parish Council is very grateful even though this attracted some comment at a time of
major Local Authority cutbacks. Wiltshire Council also repainted the white lines at the
junction opposite the Millennium Green and repaired the railings on the road
between Little and Great Somerford, both of which are greatly appreciated.
On the financial side, I'm pleased to advise that our reserves are again sufficient for
us not to seek a change to the precept.
We thank Wiltshire Councillor Toby Sturgis, who has continued to show great
interest in Little Somerford and has always been ready with help or advice when
needed.
We had another change of Parish Clerk last year. Our previous clerk, Aileen Murphy,
moved to Dubai to join her husband. We found an excellent replacement in Mrs Sue
Webb who started as our Parish Clerk on 1%! November 2010. Sue has settled in well
and is Parish Clerk to two other Parish Councils, one of which is Great Somerford.
| would also like to record a sad farewell and huge thanks to our recent Vice-
Chairman, Kit Harding. Although Kit had moved into rented accommodation outside
the village following the sale of the family house a couple of years ago, he had hoped
to return to Little Somerford in due course. However his workplace has moved to
Bristol and a return is now unlikely. We will be seeking a new councillor following this
meeting.
Finally, | would like thank my other fellow Parish Councillors for their willingness to
undertake extra tasks, for their enthusiastic reactions and great common-sense to
the planning applications we have had to consider, and generally for their hard work
and loyal support throughout this past year. Thank you all!

Precept and Financial Account - Clerk
The Clerk reported that the precept for 2011/2012 had remained unchanged from
previous years and stood at £4,500. The bank balances as at 19" April 2011 -
current account £2,913.44, deposit account £2,140.43 total £5,053.87.

Your Wiltshire Councillor - Councillor Toby Sturgis
Councillor Toby Sturgis presented to the Clerk a written report as follows:
The latest edition of your Wiltshire Magazine, delivered to all households this month,
contained a summary of our four year business plan.

There have been many changes since the Coalition Government took control after
the general election last May, not only 28% in our grant funding but also more than
300 pieces of legislation. There are also large increases in the number of older
people living in our county and this has to be managed.

The plan is bold and different from other authorities; it sets out how we intend to



meet the challenges whilst delivering our vision to create stronger, more resilient
local communities. It defines our goals: To provide high quality, low cost customer
focused services. To prioritise local issues. To be open and honest in all decision
making. To work with all our partners to support Wiltshire’s local communities.

We believe we can do this by having a four year plan and taking advantage of being
a new unitary authority.

The Area Boards are working well and they are aiming to reduce the number of
presentations to make the meetings more inviting to communities.

It will be necessary to realign our resources and there will be some radical changes
to how we provide some of our services and we will reduce the number of our offices
and buildings. This will protect our most vulnerable citizens by investing in their
services, provide investment to enhance key services and keep council tax low.

This is an ambitious plan, we want to support our communities so they are able to
help themselves and improve the quality of life and the economy of Wiltshire.

This year the council has completed the new Bourne Hill Offices in Salisbury, new
library in Pewsey both within budget and on time. In Chippenham the offices at
Monkton Park have been in-sourced following the collapse of the PFI operator. This
makes an immediate saving of £350 thousand a year, and the studio hall at the
Olympiad has been redeveloped to maximise the use of the building.

Following the savings from the move to one council in the first year more savings
have been made by the reduction of 220 managers. The Communication budget
following the successful transition to one council has now been cut by 40% (£1.4M).
Further savings are being made through better procurement and the in sourcing of
our ICT will save £2.4 M this year.

Adult care services have been recognised as one of the best in the country, Ofsted
reported our children services are performing well and our reduction of waste going
to landfill continues to improve.

More money is being spent on our roads and the new waste services will start this
autumn with the kerbside plastic bottles and cardboard collection.

I am committed to doing things with people providing open and honest decision
making.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Sturgis for his report.

Wiltshire Police - Report and update P C Steve Humphries
There have been 14 incidents reported to Police which have occurred in Little
Somerford in the past 12 months — this compares with a dozen in the 12 months
before that. | have called them Police incidents because notall fall into the category
of ‘crime’. Crimes that did occur were as follows - 1 house burglary in April last year,
the last of the spate of burglaries we suffered in the spring of 2010, 1 shed break, 1

case of damage to a fuel tank in an attemptto steal fuel, 2 thefts at local events, 1

theft of scrap, 1 theft of items on the rear seat of a car, 1 theft of an unsecure bike
left outside the village hall, 2 drink drivers arrested on the B4042 in separate
incidents, other incidents which have been investigated but are not classed as crime.
Please note there was no reported violent crime in the village this past 12 months.

Street Briefing - My colleague PCSO Durry Maule will be in Vale Leaze form 1430 —

1530hrs on Wednesday 25" May at the second quarterly Street Briefing in the



village. This is an opportunity for local residents to speak to Police which does not
involve the formality of attending a Police Station nor anonymity of calling on the
phone which can be daunting for those lucky enough not to have to be in regular
contact with us. Please support this means of addressing your issues.

Lamping/Poaching - Finally, one of the many types of crime being committed across
this area is poaching at night, this often seems to go hand in glove with thefts from
outbuildings. If you see lights being used on farmland at night or vehicles parked up
at odd locations please call us. | am aware of a couple of known genuine sports
enthusiasts out at night in this area with the landowners permission but invariably
most will be up to no good. | have in the past fortnight arranged for lan Mace of NHW
to be updated on a regular basis from our Farmwatch scheme of crimes being
committed just outside this and othervillages. He assures me he will keep his
members such as Mike Jones updated

Questions/Queries -

Muck Spreading Tractors with trailers are overloaded travelling through the village
and creating a mess on the roads. P C Humphries explained that this needs to be
reported immediately. *

Reporting incidents - On reporting an incident follow up reports need to be issued -
noted.

It was noted that the relationship between the Neighbourhood Watch team and the
Police was working well. P C Humphries thanked the Neighbourhood Watch Team
for their efforts put into the organisation.

Speeding through village - This was a concern of some villagers and P C Humphries
explained that with the assistance of the N W team residents are asked what issues
were of concern and these would then be looked into. He explained that there was a
Community Speed Watch programme in operation where villagers are to do the
watching. This has shown success in other areas and he offered to assist the Parish
Council if it wished to set this up in Little Somerford.

School Governors Report - Rachel Nuttall
The two schools federated in September 2008, this has proved to be a very
successful move for both. Each school has just fewer than 50 pupils on role, giving
just under 100 between the two. Federation means that the schools have one
Headteacher and one Governing Body whilst retaining their own individual identities.
However there are more benefits to both schools. The teachers have been able to
Share subject leadership across the schools, Plan with their partner at the other
school , Hold joint staff meetings / training days, This has allowed them to learn from
each other, sharing good ideas, best practise and workload.
The pupils have - Attended joint residential trips — Years 5&6 (5days), Years 3&4
(3days), Performed together at the Wiltshire Small Schools Music Festival ,

Performed together at the Chippenham Folk Festival, Worked together preparing for
and sitting SATs, Joined togetherfor activities during Enrichment Week, Shared
trips to Blue Reef Aquarium, Bristol and Techniquest, Cardiff, Shared Christmas
Party, Joined together for a Year 6 leavers Party, Joined togetherfor a trip to the
Pantomime at Bristol Hippodrome, and for the future there will be more of the same,
working together and sharing resources whilst improving standards and preserving
the identity, character and ethos of each school.

Both schools have an active parent group — Friends of Seagry School (FoSS) and
Somerfords Home and School Association (SHASA), who organise many events to



raise much needed funds for the schools. Last year SHASA were delighted to fund a
timber trail for Somerfords Walter Powell School, which the children all seem to love
playing on.

The Federation has recently been inspected by Ofsted, this was part of a nationwide
survey looking at over 30 different federations. We were judged ‘good’ overall.

In the Ofsted report the good and outstanding progress the children make within our
schools is recognised. This is highlighted by the above average attainment at the
end of Key Stage 2. It was encouraging to read that an independent observer
recognised how much the children enjoy school and to have the hard work of the
staff acknowledged. The commitment and experience of the governing body to
develop the federation further was also praised.

The head teacher said ‘| am delighted with this report. It is a testament to the hard
work, dedication and team spirit of the staff across the two schools as well as the
enthusiasm of the children and loyalty of the parents’.

As governors, parents<and members of the local community we see it as vital to have
a Primary School within the community and we are actively marketing the schools in
orderto attract more pupils.

Due to a reduction in numbers of pupils, in December 2010 the Governing Body was
forced to review the structure of the schools. Firstly we held consultation meetings
with the parentsto discuss the options. After taking into consideration many factors,
including educational, parent feedback and finances, the Governing Body decided
that from September 2011, there will be two classes at each school, one for KS1
(old-fashioned infants) and one for KS2 (old-fashioned juniors). This is a new
concept for Seagry who currently have 3 classes, but has been proven to be very
effective at Somerfords Walter Powell. They currently have 2% classes, KS1, and
then KS2 are split in the morning, but come together in the afternoons.

Each class will have about 22 children, which will allow for a better range of wider
curriculum activities such as sport and drama. The number of children in each year
group will remain small, but against this is the benefit of encouraging children to mix
with other year groups and so building more mature social skills. The teachers are all
heavily supported by teaching assistants, which is necessary when teaching mixed
age ranges. The federation has allowed us to keep the unique benefits of a small
village school, whilst also giving the opportunities of a larger school with joint
activities such as school trips, residential visits and sporting events.
Thanks were relayed to Mrs Nuttell for such an informative report.

10. Any Other Business
Councillor Sturgis reported that the Dauntsey Park House Trials will be on the 19"
and 20" July and 30" September to 2™ October.

Meeting closed at 7.50pm


