Little Somerford Parish Council

MINUTES of the Little Somerford Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday, 1 May 2012,
commencing at 7.10pm, in the Village Hall.

PRESENT : ClIr Mrs D Sharp, Mr Peter Brown, Mrs Susan Free, PCSO Durry Maule

(representing Wiltshire Police), Cllr T Pooley, Clir G Harrop, Cllr Mrs J Frayling,
Mr Stuart Frayling, Clir Mrs P Cameron, Mrs D Bourne (Parish Clerk).

Before starting the main business of the meeting ClIr Pooley asked for one minutes silence in
memory of Mr Glyn Jenkins. He had been Parish Clerk previously and contributed greatly to
village life before his death in March 2012.
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Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Wiltshire Councillor Toby Sturgis and
ClIr Chris McAuliffe.

Minutes
Cllr Mrs Sharp proposed that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday
¢ May 2011 be adopted as a true record. Clir Harrop seconded this.

RESOLVED that the minutes be signed by Cllr Pooley as a true record of the meeting
held 3 May 2011.

Police Report

PCSO Maule reported the crime trends last year as being 13 incidents, of which 7 were
crimes. In the current year to date there have been 8 incidents and 6 crimes. The issues
in Little Somerford at present are mainly scrap metal and diesel thefts. The Rural Crimes
Team can give advice about preventing these occurrences, details can be found on the
Wiltshire Police website.

PCSO Maule works closely with other Neighbourhood Policing Teams across the County
to combat this type of crime, and recently the culprit who took lead from the Church
roof has been jailed for 16 months for his crimes.

Mr Frayling asked a question on road safety: Is there any limit to how many horses can
be lead at one time on the public highway? Mr Frayling had seen a number of riders
around the village roads recently who have been leading a riderless horse on each side.
He is concerned as some of the horses have been upset by passing vehicles, even though
not being passed at speed. PCSO Maule was not sure of the current legislation, but he has
witnessed this himself and spoken to the riders. He will find out the legal position and
also pass the comments onto other team members in Farm Watch and Horse Watch so
they are also aware of the concerns.

Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council
Cllr Tony Pooley reported on the activities of the Parish Council during the last 12
months. (See attached report)

Questions from the Electorate of Little Somerford
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Who is now the Owner of The Saladin?
As previously stated in the Chairmans report The Saladin has been bought by local
residents and the names will be announced shortly.

Is it possible to get a larger Allotment area? (Mr Brown)

At this moment in time there is nobody on the Waiting List for an allotment in Little
Somerford but the Parish Council will look into the possibility of extending the site if the
need arises.

Can the roadside verge by Field Rise be left as a Wild Flower Meadow? (Mr Brown)
The land owner only cuts the verge at that location once in the autumn so any wild
flowers do have a chance to grow, but to maintain it as a prescribed Wild Flower
Meadow would need the help of many volunteers.

Mrs Free wanted to thank the Parish Council for cutting down the tree in the Cemetery
overhanging the allotments. This has allowed a lot more light on to her plot.

ClIr Pooley replied that thanks should go to Martyn Scott who felled the tree for the
Parish Council.

When is the road surface being re-laid on The Hill, the area is becoming increasingly
dangerous as motorist have to drive in the middle of the road? (Mr Frayling)

The Parish Clerk has been in contact with Wiltshire Council about this issue and will
write again.

Can a Community Speed Watch group be set up in Little Somerford? (Mrs Free)

Mike Jones was looking into how best to get this started for the village. Residents were
reminded that it does need a devoted group of volunteers to work over a long period of
time for this type of scheme to be successful.

Can the “Bus Stop” markings on the road junction of The Street, The Hill and Clay
Street be made more visible as cars are using this area as part of the junction? (Mt
Brown)

This issue will be raised with Wiltshire Council. It is not clear if anything further can be
done to highlight the bus stop at this location.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05pm.



