
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

NOTICE OF ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

LITTLE SOMERFORD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT

The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting for Little
Somerford will be held at Little Somerford Village Hall on
Tuesday, 3 May 2016 at 7.15pm.

Local Government electors for Little Somerford will be
entitled to vote at the Meeting which will be open to the
public.

The business to be transacted at the Meeting will be as
follows:-

dh
. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting — Tuesday 5 May 2015.
. Presentation by Network Rail to include updates on Electrification of
Lines and its impact on Little Somerford.

. Written Reports from outside Bodies:
a. Walter Powell School
b. Wiltshire Constabulary

. Written Report from the Wiltshire Councillor

. Report from Clir Frayling on condition of Public Footpaths within
the Parish, and responsibility for their upkeep.
.Report from the Chairman covering the activities of the Parish
Council.

. Consideration of the request from Wiltshire Council to produce an
Emergency Plan for Little Somerford

. Questions regarding Parish business from the Electorate of the
Parish.

Mr Tony Pooley
Chairman
27 April 2016



MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd May 2016 at 7.15pm in Little
Somerford Village Hall. f

PRESENT: Clr Tony Pooley (Chairman), Ruth Burnett, Christopher Blout, Diane Sharp,
Ian Free, Susan Free, David Palmer-Jeffery, John Riley, Simon Nuttall,
Robert Gawthropp, Kate Batey, lan Robinson, Lynne Robinson, Crispen Chapple,
Derek Taylor, Neil Cave, Alison Candlin, Steve Candlin, Evelyn Blythe,
Philip Blythe, Arlene Bishop, Nigel Malony, Zoe Caruthers, Bennie Bowles,
Claire Bowles, Nicola Harropp, Simon Spooner, Clive Tubman, Michael Baines.
Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis, Mrs Deborah Bourne (Clerk).

Cllr Tony Pooley opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present.

1/16 Richard Turner, Tom Hanson and Deborah Elliott gave a presentation on behalf ofNetwork
Rail about Electrification of the lines between Paddington and Penzance, which runs through
Little Somerford, and answered questions from residents.

2/16 Cllr Pooley thanked Network Rail for attending and encouraged all residents to use the
helpline (08457 11 41 11) with any concerns.

Richard Turner, Tom Hanson and Deborah Elliott left the meeting at 8.20pm. Residents asked if the
order of business could be reversed.

3/16 Questions regarding Parish Business

Great Somerford has Broadband, when will this be installedfor Little Somerford?

BT have said that the speed available within Little Somerford is above the intervention level and so
no further work will be carried out. Three boxes (Seagry, Brinkworth, Lea) currently supply Little
Somerford’s Broadband but the distance from these is too far to produce a fast speed. Cllr Clive
Tubman has been researching this problem. There are several alternatives, a fee could be paid to
BT so they lay additional cables, a separate Broadband company could be set up, satellite
technology, 4G mobile, or Boosters could be used. Each alternative varies in cost, once
comparisons are available a letter will be sent to all residents asking for their comments. Some
residents were concerned that the whole of the village should be included. This was agreed.

Can anything be done to stop cars speeding through the village, can Wiltshire Council provide any
safety measures (speed bumps, 30mph stickers)?

Unfortunately Wiltshire Council is unable to provide any of these due to a cut in their budgets. Any
traffic calming measures must be paid for by the Parish Council. Mrs Susan Free has volunteered to
set up Community Speed Watch for the village. A survey has already been carried out to determine
that a scheme would be worthwhile, and Mrs Free is arranging for volunteers to attend training
courses before the scheme can “go live”. Once the scheme is active Wiltshire Constabulary will
issue letters to drivers who have been recorded as travelling in excess of the speed limit. W.ClIr
Sturgis advised that Wiltshire Council no longer provide Speed Indicator Devices (SID); Parish
Council now have to provide their own. There was discussion about a 20mph zone, this would



¢,

necessitate traffic calming measures like humps and chicanes, again with a financial contribution

from the Parish Council.

The area next to the Church is looking very scruffy, with the Noticeboard in need ofpainting, the
seatis rusty and there is a large pothole in front of the Post Box, can this area be improved?

The chairman apologised asthis issue had been brought upat the Parish meeting last year and not

been followed up. Discussion took place as to where the Post Box should be situated, including

being nearerto the Bus Stop which now seems to be the centre of the village. Residents

commented that other villages have Post Boxes contained on hard standings which make it more

accessible, can the same be arranged for Little Somerford?

The large pothole needs urgent repairs, the chairman encouraged all residents to report this to the

Highways Department via the “My Wiltshire” App or the Wiltshire Council website. Laying

kerbing stones along the edge ofthe road was suggested; this would involve the Parish Council in

giving a financial contribution for the improvements or doing on own subject to Highways

approval.

Walking to andfrom the pub towards the Bus Stop is becoming more difficult, sometimes dangerous,
where there is no footway. Can a pavementbe constructed to the Little Somerford Arms?

This will need to be referred to the Malmesbury Community Area Transport Group for

consideration, again with a financial contribution from the Parish Council as Wiltshire Council will

only carry out statutory works this year. It had previously been discussed that the road be made into

a single track adjacent to the pub which would slow the traffic and make it safer for pedestrians.

The Play Area improvements are very welcome, children now enjoy going to the park.

The Chairman thanked Clir Pauline Cameron for all her hard work on this project. It has been

possible with money from the Parish Council and a grant from the Malmesbury Area Board. The

safety bark chippings need to be replenished and the original equipment will be repainted. This will

freshen up the wholearea, and complete the project.

Road Markings at the T Junction (The Street/The Hill) and the Bus Stop are very badly worn. Can
these be repainted as some drivers are unable to negotiate this area in a safe manner?

Again it was noted, thatthis falls under the direction of Wiltshire Council. The road markings have

been reported but Wiltshire Council have replied they can not be repainted unless they are 60%

eroded. The Chairman encouraged all residents to report this issue via the “My Wiltshire” app or

the Wiltshire Council website; in the hope that something will happen if enough people ask.

Residents were concerned as issues previously reported in this way have been ignored; leading to

frustration and anger that nothing is getting done.

Dog Owners are not cleaning up after their animals when out walking. It is especially becoming a
problem in East End Lane where there is no litter bin. Can more litter bins be placed around the

village to avoid this problem?

V



Discussion about positioning of bins, if new bins are placed around the village, or existing bins
moved, Wiltshire Council will charge for emptying. The Council must consider whetherit is a good
use of public money to empty more bins or to invest in educating dog owners. This will need to be
discussed at a future Parish Council meeting.

The Chairman concluded this item by adding that if residents are not getting a response from the
Highways Department via the “My Wiltshire” app they should contact either Cllr Sturgis, himself
or the Clerk who will investigate the reason for the issue not being responded to.

3/16 Minutes of the last Annual Meeting
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday Sth May 2015 were adopted by the
meeting and duly signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4/16 Reports
Due to the lateness of the meeting, and the Annual Parish Council meeting was still to be
held, the chairman advised that residents could obtain any written reports by contacting the
Clerk. Written reports were supplied by the Chairman and WClIr Toby Sturgis.

5/16 Next Meeting
The next Annual Parish Meeting will take place between 1st March and 1st June 2017, the
exact date to be determined by the Chairman of the Parish Council. It was also noted that a
meeting may be called before this time to discuss broadband provision and a way to move
forward.

v
The meeting closed at 9.10pm


