LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - 5th MAY 2015 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The last Annual Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday, 6" May 2014. Since then, the
Parish Council has met for six scheduled meetings and two additional planning
meetings. Routine business has included consideration of planning applications,
road safety, the state of the roads and footpaths, the play area, cemetery and
allotments, and the council’s finances.

We have considered 12 new planning applications this year, 3 more than last year.
Of these, 10 were permitted (or not objected to) by Wiltshire Council, 1 was refused
and 1 is awaiting decision.

As a result of several enquiries from villagers about improvements needed to
broadband speeds, we established a sub-committee which includes the owners of
two businesses needing speed improvements. Progress has been slow. A fibre optic
cable has been installed as far as a cabinet at the Lea T-junction. Little Somerford is
too far from this cabinet to experience any difference and this is recognised by
Wiltshire Council. However, it is claimed that we are part of the commercial roll-out of
Superfast Broadband and therefore not eligible for intervention by Wiltshire Council.
A meeting was held recently with a representative of BT, but little was accomplished
other than advice that there is a Phase 2 to Wiltshire Council’s Intervention Project
for villages in Little Somerford’s situation. We await a decision (due in July) on
whether Little Somerford will be included in this Phase 2.

The Parish Council is grateful to Ray Hobbs who continued to manage the telephone
box Book Exchange. He has recently found it a problem to lift heavy boxes of old
magazines that have been left on the floor and we would ask that villagers do not use
the Book Exchange as a dumping ground.

Our thanks also go to Robert Simmonds who cut the outside of the cemetery hedge
again this year.

Our thanks also to all villagers who cut the verges outside their properties and
trimmed their hedges, and especially to all the villagers who turned out to help with
this year’s Litter Blitz in April, for which we had a good turn-out of volunteers despite
the day coinciding with Mother’s Day. In addition several councillors litter-picked
specific areas at other times over the weekend — many thanks!

AW Services continued as the grass-cutting contractor and the contract will roll-over
this year. They have proved the cheapest contractor since we started using them
several years ago, and have always been very responsive with any problems on
quality.

The allotments continue to be a valued village asset. There are three vacant
allotments and new allotment holders are welcome.

On the financial side, it had been the Parish Council’s intention, as from two years
ago, to increase the precept annually by the rate of inflation in order to avoid
repeating previous sudden large increases in the precept. But in view of the
continuing austerity constraints throughout the country, we decided for a second year
to keep the precept unchanged.

We thank Wiltshire Councillor Toby Sturgis, who continued to show great interest in
Little Somerford and has always been ready with help or advice when needed.

Finally, | would like thank all my fellow Parish Councillors for their willingness to
undertake extra tasks, for their enthusiastic reactions and great common-sense to
the planning applications we have received, and generally for their hard work and
support throughout this past year. Thank you all!



