
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Monday, 23rd. November 1992 at the Village Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

PRESENT. Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. B. Hawkins, and R. 

Sorsby. 

APOLOGIES. These were received from Messrs. G. Barnes and M. Scott. 

MINUTES of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 21st, September, 1992, having 

been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by the members present and signed by the 

Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING from the minutes.  Highways.  Wessex Water had still not attended to the two 

leaks and damaged road surfaces adjacent to the bus shelter.  The Highways department had also 

been informed. 

The Clerk reported that a pilot scheme was to be the subject of experiment at ten names sites within 

Wiltshire whereby place names would be grouped with relevant speed limits together with coloured 

approach road surfaces. 

PLAY AREA.  The equipment inspection report from Wicksteed had advised that the children’s slide 

should be taken out of service for safety reasons.  This was considered surprising since it appeared 

to be in good condition and very stable in the ground.  The Clerk would contact the inspector, 

possibly on site to clarify this situation.  Till then the slide would not be used and the matter 

publicised. 

OVERHANGING TREE – THE HILL.  In the absence of a response to the Council’s letter by the 

landowner – Mr. A.H. O. Brassey the Clerk had received a verbal assurance from him that the tree 

would be inspected by a tree surgeon to consider the best course of action. 

PUBLIC FOOTPATHS.  A report from Mr. G. Barnes indicated the following: 

Obstructions of the “squeeze belly” stiles at Maunditts Park Farm yard could cause injury to walkers 

should they have problems negotiating the adjacent cattle grids.  The Clerk would make contact with 

Mr. B. Marsh, the farmer concerned. 

Work was still proceeding on a few paths needing the Warden’s attention. 

Damage caused to the FP 1 sign at the Northern end of Clay Street had been reported to the 

authorities. 

VILLAGE HALL FUND RAISING.  Mrs. Boulter reported on progress.  It was probable that the total sum 

raised would reach £6000.00 by the year end - £5700.00 having been accumulated to date.  In 

conjunction with Great Somerford it was anticipated that questionnaires regarding the desirability of 

a joint venture and the suitability of sites could be distributed in both parishes some time in the new 

year. 

PLANNING MATTERS. 

Applications.  One was considered: 

N92 2016F- Mr. Brown, The Cedars, The Street, Little Somerford – Single storey extension. 

No objections were voiced and the application was supported unanimously. 

Decision Received.  The following had been approved: 

N92 1758OL –J.R.&D.L. Lyne, Hill House- Outline application for annexe. 

Appeal Decision.  The following appeal had been dismissed by the Inspector. 

N92 0232OL –Mrs.B.Simmons, Church Farm- Dwelling at land adjacent to the Old Rectory. 

Listed Buildings.  The Clerk had prepared copies indicated listed buildings within the Parish.  These 

were distributed for future reference. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS.  Accounts for payment approval.  The following were approved: 

Retrospective.  H.J. Knee-Dustbin for cemetery      £13.52. 

Office World-Typewriter cassettes, tape,envelopes etc     £14.92 



B.Bird- 1992 Grass curring-bank adj, Church      £33.00 

Bob Shepherd-Sundry photocopying       £ 6.40. 

Current. 

Wilts. County Council-Annual instalment-Street Lighting     £477.17. 

Wessex Water-Cemetery supply        £ 16.62. 

Mike Folwes-Hedge-cutting at Cemetery      £ 35.25. 

G.Jenkins-Clerk’s sundry expenses ½ year to 30th September 1992   £ 27.40. 

L. Somerford Village Hall –meeting hire       £  5.00. 

L.Somerford P. Church Council ½ cost of churchyard maintenance   £ 54.00. 

Parish Precept-1993. The Clerk advised the Council that average basic annual expenditure was 

approx. £1500.00.  During the next seven years basic expenditure would have to include the annual 

street lighting payment of £477.17. 

Mr. Hawkins proposed the precept be set at £2000.00 for the coming year.  Mrs. Jenkins seconded.  

This was agreed unanimously. 

PARISH CEMETERY.  There were no interments nor memorial/inscription applications to report. 

CORRESPONDENCE  A letter of thanks from the Rector for the Council’s donation to the Parish 

Newsletter was read. 

Wiltshire Constabulary indicated a wish to make a short video presentation at one of the council 

meetings.  It was through that March would be the most suitable time- possibly a joint meeting with 

Great Somerford: defer decision to next regular meeting. And possible site.  Discussion could take 

place at the next meeting. 

Correspondence of a general nature was made available for circulation around members. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Hawkins reported a dangerous, broken inspection cover-possibly Wessex Water-adjacent to the 

junction of East End Lane and Dauntsey Road.  Discussion took place regarding damage to road 

verges and the edges of the carriageway in Clay Street.  The Clerk undertook to contact the 

Highways department regarding these matters. 

NEXT MEETINGS. 

The next two meetings were arranged for 1st. February and 29th. March 1993. 

 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  1 Feb 1993 

 

 

 

 

 


