
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Monday 1st. February 1993 at the Village Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

PRESENT. Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. 

Barnes, B. Hawkins, M. Scott and R. Sorsby. 

MINUTES of the last meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd. November 

1992, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those 

present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING from the minutes. 

Highway Matters.  Wessex Water had carried out patching of the road surface 

around inspection covers adjacent to the bus shelter.  It was feared that little had 

been done to cure the leak.  The Clerk had reported to the Council highways 

authorities that significant damage had occurred to Clay Street verges particularly on 

its eastern side.  Some surface drainage gulleys had been blocked. Damage to the 

grass verge adjacent to “Staveley” had also been reported.  The broken inspection 

cover in the verge at the Eastern end of The Street had been replaced. 

Play Area. The Clerk had now met with Wicksteed Leisure’s Inspector.  He had 

revised his opinion regarding the children’s slide and approved of the repair 

proposed-which could be done locally.  Clerk was to consult further with Mr. Hector 

Cole in respect of this.  As soon as weather conditions will permit its laying, a load of 

bark mulchings will be ordered from the District Council to ‘top up’ the safety 

surfaces.  Willis Bros. of Malmesbury had quoted £60 for the work of strengthening 

the chain link fence.  Mr. R. Brind had not expressed an interest in carrying out this 

work.  The Clerk will, therefore instruct messrs. Willil to proceed when practicable. 

Overhanging Tee - The Hill.  Mr Anthony Brassey had been approached regarding 

any survey which might have been made by a tree surgeon.  The Chairman 

undertook to see Mr. Brassey in order to clarify the situation. 

Public Footpaths.  The Clerk had been assured by Mr. Ben Marsh that obstructions of 

the “squeeze belly” stiles adjacent to his farmyard would be cleared.  Mr. Barnes 

confirmed the path was now clear at these points. 

Official confirmation of the diversion on FP4 at East End had been received.  Mr. 

Barnes reported that several paths still needed stiles and part of an electric fence on 

FP13 still needed attention.  He supplied details to the Clerk who would write to the 

Footpath Warden and County Authorities. 

Police Video Presentation.  The Clerk would arrange for this to be made at the 

Annual Parish Meeting in May. 

Mini recycling facilities.  It was decided that there was no great need for a specific 

site in the Village since the large site in Malmesbury was already used by most 

residents needing this facility. 

PLANNING MATTERS.  Applications.  There were none for consideration. 

Decisions received.  None had been advised. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS. 

The Clerk advised the meeting of the balances of both deposit and current accounts.  

Payment of the first half of the 1993 parish precept would be received in mid. April. 

Invoices for payment approval. 

Three accounts were approved for payment: 

Wicksteed Leisure Ltd-Play Area inspection    £29.38. 



J.Oliphant-photocopying      £8.66. 

Little Somerford Village Hall-meeting hire    £5.00. 

Clerk’s Salary. 

It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary should, in principle reflect the 

recommendations resulting from the annual negotiations between the Society of 

Local Council Clerks and the Association of Local Councils, and suggested rise being 

considered on its merit.  From 1st. July 1992 the salary would therefore be £1.23 for 

every Community Charge payer in the parish and from 1st. April 1993- £1.23 for 

every parish elector.  The Clerk formally thanked the Council. 

PARISH CEMETERY. Interments.   

One had taken place: The late Mrs. Mildred Simmons. 

Memorial/Inscription Applications.  None had been received, 

Cemetery Maintenance 1993.  Two quotations for this work had been received: 

Mr. R. Tucker, Upper Seagry   £25.00 per cut. 

Mr. M. Heal, Little Somerford   £330.00 per season incl, of path            

weeding and hedge trimming. 

After discussion it was considered that Mr. Heal’s quotation was based on a more 

comprehensive maintenance proposal and bearing in mind his efficient work over 

the past two seasons, his tender was accepted. 

CORRESPONDENCE.  The annual invitation for Council representatives to visit R.A.F. 

Lyneham had been received.  Initial acceptance will be made by the Clerk.  Further 

details were deferred to a future meeting. 

Requests for donations from the Council for the Protection of Rural England and the 

National Association of Local Councils were considered.  It was agreed that the limit 

of financial involvement is both cases should be in the form of annual membership 

subscriptions. 

Correspondence of a general nature was made available for circulation around 

members. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

New Village Hall/Community Centre.  Mr. Anthony Butler. Chairman of the Joint 

Somerfords’ Working party committee had made available a draft questionnaire for 

distribution throughout Little Somerford Parish.  Two amendments to the form were 

agreed; 

1) An initial question “Do you want a new Village Hall?” should be introduced; also a 

space for “any other comments” should be provided. 

2) The questionnaire should be numbered sequentially to lessen any chance of 

interference in the accuracy of the returns. 

It was decided to write to Wessex Water supporting Great Somerford Parish 

Council’s demand for a thorough survey of the sewerage system in that parish. 

Little Somerford children attended the Walter Powell Primary School where recent 

heavy rainfall had resulted in surcharges of effluent causing several closures of the 

school to be made. 

A letter had also been sent in conjunction with both Brinkworth and Great 

Somerford councils deploring the fact that facilities at Malmesbury Community 

Hospital could be cut. 

The Chairman reported that the paddock hedge adjacent to the parish cemetery 



needed topping.  Mr. D. Heal had offered to carry out this work for the sum of £50.  

This was thought to be reasonable and the Clerk was to advise him to proceed with 

the work.  It was thought the state of the paddock had improved and spraying could 

take place some time in March/April. 

Mrs. Boulton reported that the Little Somerford Village Hall Fund-raising Committee 

wished to establish the fund as a charitable trust.  An on-going body such as a parish 

council would be needed to act as trustees.  Model forms for the establishment of 

trustees will be photocopied by Mr. Hawkins.  Councillors could then study any 

implications of such an arrangement before the next meeting when the matter 

could be discussed further. 

Mr. G. Barnes expressed concern regarding traffic hazards caused when drivers, 

attending functions at the present hall, disregarded ample parking space on the 

station approach road and parked on both pavement and the carriageway of the 

main road.  The Clerk would communicate with the Village Hall Committee voicing 

such concern. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.38pm.. 

The next regular meeting is arranged for Monday, 29th. March.  Usual notices will be 

posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  29 March 1993 

 

 

 

 

 


