
The Annual General Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council took place on Monday. 24th. May 

1993 at the Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, B. Hawkins, M. Scott 

and R. Sorsby. 

APOLOGIES.  These were received from Mrs. Lyn Boulton. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  Chairman.    Mr. Sorsby assumed the chair and called for nominations.  Mrs. 

Jenkins proposed Mr. R. Gawthropp.  This was seconded by Mr. Hawkins and agreed unanimously. 

Mr. Gawthropp resumed in the chair and thanked the Council for their confidence in him. 

Vice Chairman.  Mr. Barned proposed Mr. Hawkins.  This was seconded by Mr. Scott and agreed 

unanimously. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES.  Planning  It was unanimously agreed that the whole Council continue to 

deal with each planning application received. 

Public Footpaths.  Mrs. Jenkins proposed the re-election of the Chairman, Mr. Barnes and Mr. Scott 

to form this committee.  Mr. Sorsby seconded.  The proposal was approved unanimously. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES.  Prior to attending to the matter the Clerk read a 

letter of resignation from Mr. Sorsby.  He was moving home away from Little Somerford and wished 

to terminate his service as parish councillor from the close of the meeting. 

The Chairman expressed regret at the loss of such a valuable councillor, wished him well and 

thanked him on behalf of both Council and Parish for his good work as Chief coordinator of the 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme: also for his efficient service as representative on the Dauntsey 

Public Transport Committee. 

In view of this the Clerk would proceed to inform the District Council of the occurrence of a casual 

vacancy for a parish councillor.  Bearing in mind the difficulty of finding a suitable Neighbourhood 

Watch and Public Transport representative at short notice.  It was agreed to defer the election of 

Committee Representatives to the next regular meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  The minutes of the regular meeting of 29th. March and the two 

planning meetings of the 10th. April & 1st. May respectively, having been circulated previously, were 

taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 

Play Area.  The Clerk reported that, after a voluntary visit by a representative of Cornhill Insurance, it 

appeared that satisfaction had been expressed in respect of safety requirements. Two meters of fine 

bark had been supplied by the District Council and Mr. Dick Brind had ‘topped up’ all necessary 

areas. Mr. Barnes felt the equipment was now in need of painting; also that in the absence of litter 

bins, papers and cans were left lying around.  Mr. Brown who was present at the meeting assured 

the Chairman that the bins would be fixed within days. 

Highway Matters.  The Clerk reported that it had been difficult to pin down either County or District 

Councils to accept responsibility for anti-littler signs at the lay-by opposite Coach House Farm.  The 

County Traffic Engineer was now looking into the matter.  Some small amount of patching of the 

road verge at Clay Street and taken place but the general state of the Eastern edge of the 

carriageway was still far from satisfactory. 

Public Right of Way.  The Clerk reported some difficulty with the County Council regarding the 

recognition of the route of FP8 (Dauntsey Road bridge to Great Somerford Road bridge).  They were 

refusing to regard it as a map modification, considering it to be a full diversion.  At the moment they 

considered the Parish Council to be financially responsible for any diversion application.  The Clerk 

would write direct to the County Director of Planning & Highways. 

Mr. Barnes reported having walked both FP 13&14 with Mr. Scott and had found both routes in an 

acceptable condition. 



The Chairman had been in touch with Mr. A. Brassey re. the padlocked gate on FP2. (opposite Manor 

Farm to the Hill).  A stile was needed.  Mr. Barnes agreed to speak to the Footpath Warden after Mr. 

Brassey’s agreement had been obtained. 

At 7.58 pm. The Council meeting was adjorned to make way for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

The Council meeting was reseumed at 9.20 pm. 

MATTERS ARISING CONTD …. 

R.A.F. Lynham – Visit It was agreed both Mr. Barnes and Mr. Sorsby, would represent the Parish 

Council on 1st. July. 

Village Hall- Car Parking.  A letter had been sent to the Village Hall Committee advising that Mr. 

Puttnam had no objection to the erection of temporary signs indicating the availability of parking to 

the old station approach road.  It was also suggested that these could be provided out of village hall 

funds.  Mr. Barnes offered to speak further about this to Mr. Miles the committee chairman. 

PLANNING  Applications. 

Two were considered at the meeting: 

N93 0857 – Mrs. P. Jenkins – Felling of sycamore tree at the Parish churchyard. 

No Objections. 

N93 0773F – Mr. & Mrs. Bailey, 22, Vale Leaze – Extension and alterations. 

No Objections. 

Decision received.  Approval. 

M93 0199 – Dr. B. Crane, “Woodhayes” – Tree Felling. 

FINANCE 

End of Year Accounts.  The Clerk gave a statement of the accounts for the year ended 31st, March 

1993 and submitted them for approval.  This was given after a proposal from Mr. B. Hawkins which 

was seconded by Mr. Barnes. 

Invoices for payment approval. 

Retrospective. 

Hector Cole (ironwork) – Repairs to playground slide     £38.00 

Bowprine Ltd, - Photocopying        £ 2.35 

Current. 

Cornhill Insurance – Annual Premium       £104.14 

North Wilts. District Council – Bark Mulchings      £ 50.00 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying        £  4.70 

Bob Shepherd – Photocopying        £  3.80 

Wessex Water – Supply, Parish cemetery      5  15.45 

Little Somerford Village Hall – meeting hire      £  5.00 

Wilts. Association of Local Councils – Subscription     £ 33.72 

PROPOSED JOINT COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Mrs. Diane Sharp was invited to report to the Council of progress achieved to date by the joint 

working party committee.  Questionnaires had been distributed to all residents to both Somerford 

villages enquiring of the desirability for a joint Village hall and a choice of site.  Returns had been 

good in both villages.  Comparative results were very similar in that 56% of those questioned had a 

preference for the specific site nearest to their own village.  Feasibility studies were now planned in 

respect of both sites and the Parish Council’s views regarding the working party’s future were also 

sought.  The Chairman thanks Mrs. Sharp for her report.  The Council then considered the future role 

of the joint working party committee.  After discussion it was agreed that a more active role could 

now be played by the Parish councils and that the joint working party should not continue in its 



present form but lapse into abeyance.  Mr. Puttnam had shewn previous interest in carrying out a 

feasibility study of the Old Station site.  The Clerk would write to him concerning this.  In the 

meantime Great Somerford would be free to conduct a study of the Cedars site. 

PARISH CEMETERY.  Interments.  One had taken place:- 

The late Ruby Emily Cuss – on 8th. April 1993. 

Memorial/Inscription Application. 

The late Helena Matilda Carter – Added inscription. 

Paddock.  It was considered to be too late for the use of weedkiller. The paddock would need to be 

cut at the earliest practicable moment. 

CORRESPONDENCE. Letters would be sent to Richard Needham MP, expressing concern at any 

moves to amalgamate Wiltshire County Constabulary with any adjoining police force; also at any 

efforts likely to be made by the D.S.S. which would divert pension payments from sub post offices to 

the High street banks.  Such moves could result in closure of a number of rural offices. 

A letter of thanks was to be sent to Mr. M. Parton for his continued good work in maintaining the 

appearance of the Green and other verges in the village. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.  Mr. Barnes drew attention to the fact that the wooden signpost 

sited on the Green was in real need of repair and repainting.  Fencing rails were missing from the 

railway line embankment adjacent to the Village Hall.  These matters would be reported to the 

appropriate authorities.   Car parking on the hatched surface markings at the Western side of the 

crossroads could cause confusion when motorists negotiated the bend from the Malmesbury 

direction possibly resulting in an accident.  The Police would be informed.  The possibility of having 

the verge kerbed immediately to the South of the driveway of “Stavely” would be discussed with the 

Highway authority. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

The next council meeting was arranged for 19th. July at 7.30 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  19. July 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


