
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Monday. 19th. July 1993 at the Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, B. 

Hawkins and M. Scott. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  None were received. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  The minutes of the meeting held on 24th. May, having been 

circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

Prior to proceeding further with the regular business of the meeting the matter of the causal 

vacancy for one parish councillor was dealt with. 

The Clerk reported that, in the absence of a demand for a parish election by residents, the Parish 

Council had been empowered to co-opt a councillor to fill the vacancy.  The Chairman called for 

nominations: 

Mr. Barnes proposed Mr. Peter Brown, Mr. Gawthropp seconding. 

Mrs. Boulton proposed Mr. Nicholas Pennock, Mr. Scott seconding. 

Mrs. Jenkins proposed Mrs. Diane Sharp, Mr. Hawkins seconding. 

After a proposal from the Chair seconded by Mrs. Jenkins it was resolved the election be conducted 

by secret ballot.  This took place resulting in a majority decision in favour of Mr. Peter Brown. 

After receiving congratulations From the Chair and signing a declaration of acceptance of office, Mr. 

Brown took his seat as councillor. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  The Clerk reported that Willis Bros. had carried out the 

work of strengthening the fence wire at the Play are and that the litter bins had been sited- thanks 

to Mr. Brown. 

Highway Matters.  After some resistance from the County Highways department the Clerk reported 

that the repair work on the damaged signpost at the Green would soon be carried out.  The 

authorities would monitor dangerous parking at the crossroads and also consider whether the 

parking bay adjacent to ‘Staveley’ could be kerbed.  Action regarding the litter at the lay-by on the 

B4042 had been promised. 

Public Rights of Way.  In reply to the parish council’s letter regarding the alternative route for FP 8 

the County Rights of Way department had indicated that it was the parish’s responsibility to pay for 

diversion costs.  In view of the fact that the County had ‘dragged their feet’ for 3 years considering 

this and had also erected a signpost recognising the preferred route, the Clerk would pursue this 

matter further.  Mr. Barnes reported that a stile had been approved for erection at the gate leading 

to The Hill from FP 2.  He would see the Warden re. this. 

Village Hall Car Parking.  Mr. Barnes had discussed the matter of a car park sign with Mr. Charles 

Miles, Village Hall Chairman, on behalf of the Council.  A letter from Mr. Miles suggesting wording 

for such a sign was read.  The Clerk would consult further with Mr. Puttnam, regarding this and 

report back.  He would also suggest the overgrown brushwood in the approach road could be cut to 

encourage its use for car parking. 

British Rail Fence.  So far the Clerk had no success in gaining cooperation from British Rail.  He would 

speak to Mr. Don Heal regarding the matter. 

Joint Community Centre.  After hearing the content of a letter from Great Somerford Parish Council 

suggesting that costs for site feasibility studies should be met 50/50 by both councils, members 

agreed to reserve an opinion on the matter until the Clerk had consulted Mr. Puttnam. 

Neighbourhood Watch  Mrs. Jenkins suggested that Mr. Arthur Churchill be asked to fill the position 

of Co-ordinator and undertook to ask him.  This was agreed 

Public Transport Committee Representative.  Mr. P. Brown was duly elected to serve in this capacity 

following Mr. Sorsby’s resignation. 



PLANNING  Applications.  There were none for consideration. 

Decision received.  Approvals. 

The following had been received: 

N93 0450 S73-B.J. Howells & others – Change of use agricultural to gardens – The Hill 

N93 0634TCA – Southern Tree Surgeons – Tree Surgery at Yew Tree Cottage. 

N93 0658F –Mr. A. Gregson, The New House. The Hill-Conversion of Garage Roof space. 

N93 0857TCA- Mrs. P. Jenkins – Tree felling at Parish Church. 

General.  Mr. Scott raised the matter of the changed roof pitch at Knights Cottage.  The Clerk was to 

speak to the Planning department regarding the submission of a retrospective planning application. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  The following had taken place: 

The late Beatrice May Hampshire – 3rd, June 1993. 

The late Frank Edward Durston – 14th. June 1993. 

The late Doris Evelyn White – 5th. July 1993. 

Inscription Applications.  One had been received and approved: 

Highworth Memorials – re the late Ruby Cuss. 

Paddock. 

This was now in real need of cutting.  The Chairman undertook to arrange this and fund the cost of 

spray treatment early next season. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS. 

Annual Audit.  The Clerk reported that the parish accounts for the year ended 31st. March 1993 had 

been approved by the District Audit. 

Invoices for payment Approval. 

The following were approved for payment: 

Retrospective.  Office World, Swindon – typewriter cassettes    £ 7.00. 

R. Brind – Work at play area        £13.00 

M. Heal – Cemetery maintenance       £165.00 

G. Jenkins- Parish Clerk-1/4 year salary to 30th. June 1993    £96.86. 

Current. 

Willis Bros. – Work on wire fence at play area      £65.80. 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying        £ 5.99. 

Bob Shepherd – Photocopying        £ 3.60. 

C.P.R.E. – Annual subscription        £15.00. 

Little Somerford Village Hall ..Meeting Hire      £ 5.00. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A letter from the Chief Constable for Wiltshire, thanked the Council for its support for an 

independent county police force. 

Letters from Richard Needham, M.P. indicated his support for the retention of rural sub-post offices 

and his opposition to the amalgamation of the Wiltshire police force with any adjoining one. 

Correspondence and reports of a general nature were made available for circulation around council 

members. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  

It was noted that two trees on the Green – a flowering cherry and a lime appeared to be dying.  It 

was decided to leave the matter until the Spring before taking any action.  Mrs. Jenkins reported 

that the parish notice board near the Church was in a poor state and needed repair or replacement.  

The Clerk would contact Mr. Parton regarding this work. 



The next meeting was fixed for 11th. October. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared close at 21.30 hours. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  26 Oct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


