
A meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council was held on Monday, 19th. September 1994, at the 

Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. P. Brown, B. 

Hawkins and M. Scott. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. These were received from Mr. G. Barnes and County Councillor Mrs. C. 

Soden. 

MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting of 18th. July 1994, having been circulated previously, were 

taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  

Highway Matters.   A disappointing reply had been received from the County Area Traffic Engineer 

regarding the establishment of a 30 mph traffic speed limit within the village.  The Clerk would 

pursue the matter further and request a meeting with Mr. G.C. Batten, Asst. Director 

Planning&Highways, Wiltshire County Council. 

The desirability of having village nameplates carrying a safety message was discussed. 

The Clerk reported that if the existing nameplates were found to be of discontinued pattern the cost 

of erecting such new ones would be £35 rather than £100. 

The Clerk had written to the Highways department again regarding the poor state of the pedestrian 

footway from Pound Penn to the Village Hall; the path between Manor Farmhouse and Somerford 

House also needed attention.  Overgrown hedges and overhanging branches were still causing 

unnecessary problems for walkers. 

Joint Venture- Village Hall.  Mrs. Boulton reported that the findings of Mr. McDonic resulting from 

his site feasibility studies indicated a marked preference for the old railway station site at Little 

Somerford.  These findings had been accepted by the joint working party committee and both 

Somerfords’ parish councils.  The next step would be the submission of an outline planning 

application.  Costs of such an application could be reduced from £1400 to £140 provided the 

applicant represented a charitable organisation.  After discussion it was agreed to write to the 

working party committee suggesting Little Somerford Women’s Institute as a suitable and directly 

concerned applicant.  Costs could be borne by both parish councils and, possibly the fund raising 

committee. 

Children’s Play Area.  Wicksteed Leisure had carried out a safety inspection which had proved 

generally satisfactory.  However the slide failed the BSI standards since it was considered that 

headtraps between the rails still existed.  The Clerk would consult with Mr. Cole regarding this.  A 

representative of North Wilts. Leisure Services was still to meet on site to suggest any ways in which 

improvement in equipment availability could be achieved. 

Mr. Scott was dealing with the provision of a public seat within the area. 

The Clerk reported that the equipment, gate and roadside safety railing need re-painting.  He would 

ask Mr. Brind for an estimate. 

Public Rights of Way.  It was considered that when the county authorities erected the stile on to The 

Hill from FP2 the field fence was not made stockproof.  The Clerk would inform the footpath warden 

accordingly. 

Street Lighting.  Three new lighting points had been erected by Southern Electric.  There had been a 

favourable response from all villagers consulted.  The Council had not been invoiced for the work as 

yet. 

PLANNING MATTERS. Applications.  One was considered: 

N94 1712F- Mr. & Mrs. P. Tilley, “Stonelea” – Extension to dwelling. 

There were no objections to the application. 

Decisions received.  Approvals. 



N94 0619F – Mr. & Mrs. R. Collett – Livestock building/Barn at Clay Street. 

N94 1485 S73 – Mr. R. Shepherd, The Garage – Renewal of permission for mobile home. 

Unauthorised work – 18 Vale Leaze.  Following the receipt of unsatisfactory replies a letter would be 

send to the district council expressing dissatisfaction with its conduct in respect of this matter. 

Planning - General.  Mr. Brown reported on his attendance at a coach tour of sites of selected 

planning applications which has been organised by the District planning department. 

FINANCE MATTERS.  Invoices for payment approval. 

Retrospective  

M. Heal – 2nd. ½ year cemetery maintenance    £165.00 

R. Brind – 1st. ½ year play area maintenance    £  48.00 

G. Jenkins – Clerk salary-1/4 year to 30th September   £100.63. 

Current. 

Bowprine Ltd. – Photocopying      £  3.05 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting Hire    £  5.00 

 

PARISH CEMETERY.  Interments.   Two had taken place:- 

The late Elsie Violet Sherrard   – 11th. August. 

The late Brenda Marian Simmons  – 22nd. August. 

Memorial/Inscription applications.  

None to report. 

Tree Planting.  Mr. M. Barnes has offered to plant a weeping willow tree in the far N.W. corner of 

the cemetery.  This was agreed and thanks were extended to Mr. Barnes. 

Paddock.  An agreement to let the paddock on a yearly basis at the rate of £52.00 pounds per year 

had been made with Mrs. M. England of 6. The Street.  This was for the purpose of grazing her goat.  

The tenant was to be responsible for fence maintenance: no sub-letting would be allowed as would 

no parking of vehicles. 

The council confirmed the clerk’s action in this matter. 

General.  The Chairman expressed the opinion that the main path needed weeding and the path 

edges, trimming.  The Clerk would contact Mr. Don Heal regarding the matter. 

CORRESPONDENCE.   

A letter of thanks had been received from Mrs. Wheller of the District Leisure Services department 

following her recent visit to the last council meeting.   

A letter from Amesbury Town Council was read relating to differences of opinion regarding re-

routeing and improvement of the A303 past Stonehenge.  The parish council felt it was unable to 

made significant comment without being in possession of more information in respect of the matter. 

The council was unable to make financial contribution to the Save the Children fund. 

Periodic local house to house collections dealt with parishioners’ gifts. 

General correspondence, report etc. were made available for circulation amongst members. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   Mr. Brown raised the matter of the possibility of some future 

provision of starter, affordable homes within the parish.  Members felt that, following the survey 

carried out some years ago, the number of persons expressing genuine need for such homes had 

been found to be insufficient to merit embarking on a scheme.  However, following a suggestion by 

Mr. Brown, it was agreed to invoice Mr. Ken Silveston to speak of his experience with the 

Malmesbury Housing Association.  This meeting was arranged for 14th. November. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 



 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  15 Nov 1994 


