
Little Somerford Parish Council met on 20th. March 1995 at  the Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. P. Brown, B. 

Hawkins, and M. Scott.   

APOLOGIES. These were received from Councillor Mr. G. Barnes and County Councillor Mrs. Carole 

Soden. 

MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting of 6th. February, having been circulated previously, were 

taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. Highways.  The drainage problem affecting the road at 

Railway Villas had been reported to both County Highways Department and Railtrack  

Railtrack had now visited the site and it was hoped the matter would be resolved in the near future. 

Naming of street.  Residents of Railway Villas and other properties nearby had agreed on “Meadow 

Lane” as being a suitable name for their home address.  The District Council had been informed and 

the necessary order was being made. 

Speed Limit.  Now that street lighting had been extended to include properties on the Great 

Somerford Road the County Area Traffic Engineer would be approached regarding an extension of 

the 40 mph traffic speed restriction. 

Joint Somerfords Village Hall.  No outline planning applications had been made to date.  It was 

suggested that both Somerfords’ parish councils should make a joint application.  The actual site size 

applied for would dictate the cost of the application and this point was still being considered. 

Five persons were approved to represent Little Somerford on the new Steering Committee. 

Mrs. Lyn Boulton, Mrs. Diane Sharp, Mr. Christopher Harding, Mr. Brian Post and Mr. Brian Willis. 

 

Public Rights of Way.  

On his return, Mr. Barnes would deal with any outstanding matters, doubtless referring some to the 

County Footpath Warden. 

Housing Needs Survey.  The District Council had indicated willingness to conduct this survey.  

Modifications of the sample letter and questionnaire would be made and parish councillors would 

carry out the distribution of leaflets. 

V.E. Day Anniversary Bonfire.  Permission to use the old rail station site had been given by David 

Puttnam and Railtrack had been informed.  Prior to the event both Police and County Fire Brigade 

would also be advised.  The Royal British Legion would be informing of the lighting time.  This, 

together with the two minutes silence, would co-incide with the timetable for the Hyde Park event. 

Parish Representative School Governor.  Mr. Bairstow was willing to continue to serve and a formal 

decision on this matter was deferred to the Annual General Parish Council meeting in May. 

Litter Blitz.  District Council had confirmed that a rubbish skip would be available from 8th. – 10th. 

April. 

Parish Council Elections.  Nomination papers would be distributed to those wishing to stand for re-

election. 

Play Area.  Three tenders for the work of repainting of equipment were considered:- 

N.W.D.C. Direct Services Department – inclusive of labour & materials   £300.00 

C.P. Painters, Little Somerford        £300.00 

Mr. R. Frayling, Great Somerford – labour charges only     £125.00 

Mr. Frayling’s quotation was accepted unanimously. 

Mr. R. Brind’s quotation of £102 for the 1995 season’s grasscutting was the only one available for 

consideration and was agreed unanimously. 



PLANNING. 

Applications.  There were none for consideration. 

Decisions Received.  Approvals. 

N94 1882 – Mr. A. Brassey – construction of vehicular access at Chapel Cottage. 

FINANCE 

Accounts for payment approval.  Retrospective. 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting Hire- February     £ 5.00 

Somerfords V.E. Day Anniversary Fund       £50.00. 

R. Brind – Play Area grasscutting – 2nd. ½ season 1994/95    £48.00. 

Current 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting Hire – March     £ 5.00 

Approval was given for the above accounts. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  There were none to report. 

Memorial Applications. 

Grassby & Sons, Dorchester – The late Elsie Violet Sherrard. 

Grasscutting. 

Mr. M. Heal’s quotation of £330.00 for the 1995 season was unchanged from that on 1994.  It was 

agreed unanimously. 

CORRESPONDENCE.    

As in previous years two members of the Council and partners were invited to visit R.A.F. Lyneham 

on 9th. June.  The Clerk would reply accepting with thanks.  Details of those attending were deferred 

to the Annual General Meeting in May. 

It was decided not to enter this year’s Best Kept Village Competition. 

The date of and venue for this year’s Parish Council Conference (North Wilts) will be 4th. July at 

Charlton Recreation Centre.  The Clerk expressed his willingness to attend. 

General correspondence and reports were made available for circulation around members. 

REPORTS. 

Mr. Brown reported on his attendance at a District Transport Seminar.  Rail and Road matters had 

been discussed and generally speaking, it has been an interesting experience.  However, there was 

nothing directly relevant to Little Somerford in view of the fact that the Village enjoyed one of the 

best rural public transport services in the area. 

He had also attended a meeting in Malmesbury concerned with further progress towards the 

provision of a sports centre.  Proposed costs were very high and some of the surrounding parishes 

were apprehensive regarding this aspect of the scheme. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Brown for his representation at both meetings. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

There being none, the meeting was declared closed.  

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  25 May 


