
Little Somerford Parish Council met at the Village Hall, Little Somerford, on Monday, 31st. July 1995. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. 

Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott.   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. None had been received. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  The minutes of the meeting held on 25th. May 1995, having been 

circulated previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  Highways.  A disappointing reply had been received to the 

Council’s request for an extension of the 40 MPH speed restriction along the Great Somerford road.  

It was agreed the Clerk should discuss the matter with County Councillor Mrs. Soden with the view 

of enlisting her support in proceeding further with the matter. 

Naming of “Meadow Lane”  The Clerk reported that the District Council were still awaiting a formal 

letter of agreement from the magistrate’s court stating that no objections had been lodged. 

Housing Needs Survey.  All questionnaires etc. had been distributed by parish councillors.  It would 

take a few months before replies could be assessed by the District housing officer. 

Joint Somerford Village Hall.  Councillors Mrs. L. Boulton and Mrs. P. Jenkins together with the Clerk 

had attended a site meeting with District planning committee members and a representative of the 

County Council highways department.  A decision to recommend outline planning permission for the 

hall project at the old rail station site would be placed before the district committee meeting on 31st. 

July. 

Play Area.  The picnic-type table seat was now in position and was already, popular with parents 

accompanying young children.  Wiltshire County Council had provided a push chair ramp opposite 

the entrance to ensure safer access to the area.  A start had been made with the painting of 

equipment and the clerk would consult again regarding safety bars for the slide and securing of the 

picnic table.  The Clerk drew attention to the fact that the chain link fence was shewing signs of 

significant deterioration and in about two years’ time its replacement would involve considerable 

expense.  In the meantime the worst areas were in want of repair and a large hole, made by children 

for ball recovery, needed attention.  The meeting decided that no access to private land could be 

permitted and that full repairs to the damaged areas should be carried out as soon as possible.  The 

Clerk would instruct Willis Brothers to do the necessary work.  The Chairman kindly offered to 

provide the new chain link fencing at cost. 

Parish Council Conference.  The Clerk reported on his attendance at the recent meeting in Charlton 

village hall.  The past year’s achievements of the District Council had been detailed, the 

environmental department had stressed the importance of setting up Mini Recycling sites and 

means of improving the twO-tier system of local government were discussed.  Area forums involving 

villages surrounding key towns could be set up in North Wiltshire in an attempt to improve 

communication between the different levels of local government. 

Re-cycling Mini Skips.  After meeting with the district environmental officer the clerk had written to 

Sir David Puttnam assuring him that the site opposite the Village Hall was suitable and that its 

management by the Council would be both effective and environmentally friendly.  A reply was still 

awaited. 

Public Rights of Way.  Mr. G. Barnes advised the meeting that he would be reporting several matters 

involving stiles and footpath obstructions to the County Footpath Warden.  He had carried out the 

work of stile and gate marking some weeks previously.  The Chairman thanks Mr. Barnes for his work 

and concern for the preservation of public rights of way within the Parish.  He stressed the 

importance of advising landowners when any such work was to be carried out. 

‘Sunnyside’ – Dangerous car parking.  There had been no incidents of bad parking for some 

considerable time.  A watching brief would be maintained, nevertheless. 



PLANNING MATTERS. 

Applications.  There were none for consideration: 

Planning decisions received.  Approval for the following had been received:- 

N95 0913F – Mr. & Mrs. A. H. Pooley, Somerford House-Conversion of redundant stables to dwelling. 

 

FINANCIAL MATTERS.   

Accounts for payment approval.  Retrospective. 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting Hire      £  5.00 

Youth Action, Wiltshire – Donation       £ 10.00 

G. Jenkins- Parish Clerk-1/4 year salary to 30/6/95     £100.80 

Willis Bros. – Supply table/seat for play area      £ 82.25 

Office World – Office supplies        £  4.58 

 

Current 

R. Brind – First ½ year’s grasscutting of play area + 2 graves    £ 51.00 

Clerk’ Salary. Negotiations between the Association of Local Councils and the Society of Local Clerks 

had resulted in the formulation of a new system of calculating clerks’ salaries.  I the case of Little 

Somerford the rise, backdated to 1st.. June meant an increase of 67p per week to £8.42.  This was 

approved. 

Personal Accident Insurance.  The Clerk reported that accident insurance for members of the Council 

and contracted part time employees (2) was available at a total premium increase of £18.00 

perannum.  This cover would apply whilst the insured were employed on council business.  The Clerk 

would apply for this cover. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  One had taken place;- 

The late John Cecil King – 14th. June 1995. 

Memorial/Inscription Applications.  There were none to report. 

Paddock.  It was hoped that the tenant would be arranging a grass cut in the near future. 

REPORT.  Mr. P. Brown gave a brief report of his attendance at a recent meeting of the Malmesbury 

Road Safety Group.  The Clerk would enclose a copy of the minutes of this meeting with general mail 

for circulation.  The Chairman thanks Mr. Brown accordingly. 

CORRESPONDENCE.  Other that reports etc. for general interest and circulation around members 

there was no specific correspondence for consideration. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

The Chairman drew attention to the fact that the speed restriction repeater sign opposite the 

entrance to Church Farm was still causing difficulty for drivers of large vehicles entering or leaving 

the farmyard.  The Clerk would remind the County area traffic engineer of the situation. 

The next meeting of the Council was arranged for the 10th. October. 

The Clerk had been advised that a tree was being presented to the Parish out of the V.E. Day 

anniversary funds.  Appreciation of this gesture was shewn by the Council.  A site on the Green was 

agreed by the choice of tree would be delayed until advice had been obtained from Startley Hill 

Nurseries. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  11 Oct 


