
A meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council was held at the Village Hall, Little Somerford, on 

Wednesday, 11th. October, 1995. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. 

Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott.   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. These were received from County Councillor Mrs. C. Soden. 

MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting held on 31st. July, 1995, having been circulated previously, 

were taken as read agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.   

Highways.  The Clerk had discussed the council’s wish to extend the 40 mph speed restriction further 

South along the C66 to a point adjacent to the “The Cedars”.  Whilst County Councillor Mrs. Soden 

supported the proposal she was very doubtful of obtaining the County Traffic engineers’s approval in 

view of the close proximity of Great Somerford’s own area of speed restriction. 

Some action regarding the re-siting of the 40 mph repeater sign at Church Farm had been promised, 

at last. 

Street nameplate signs for Meadow Lane had been ordered by the District Council. 

Housing Survey.  It was hoped that information gained from this recent survey would be made 

available by the District Housing department at some time in December.  

Joint Somerford Village Hall.  Apparently no progress had been made since outline planning 

permission for the old station site had been granted on 31st. July.  The Steering committee, formed 

in the Spring and empowered to meet following the granting of planning permission, had not yet 

done so.  The Clerk would speak to Mrs. Karen Porter regarding this so that some progress could be 

made and both parish councils informed accordingly. 

Play Area.  Due to the continuing indisposition of Mr. Bob Frayling it now seemed the re-painting of 

equipment would be delayed once again.  Mr. ‘Hector’ Cole had examined the guard rails on the 

slide and had promised work on it as soon as practicable.  Messrs Willis Bros. had patched the chain 

link fencing satisfactorily.  The Chairman thanked for supplying new wire etc. at below cost price. 

Mr. Scott was also thanked for making secure the picnic table to the concrete base. 

Re-cycling Mini Skips.  Unfortunately, Sir David Puttnam had declined the use of a site adjacent to 

the entrance to the old station yard.  Suggestions for alternative sites are needed. 

V.E. Day Anniversary Tree.  A letter from Startley Hill Nurseries had detailed several suitable trees for 

the Green.  It was decided to plant an Acer, Mr. Scott offering his voluntary services with its 

collection and planting. 

Public Rights of Way.  Mr. Godfrey Barnes reported on his recent discussion with the County 

Footpath Warden.  Various footpaths had needed attention but, to date, only one (FP2) had been 

worked on.  In this instance better wiring of the hedge near a stile on to The Hill had been fixed.  He 

reported an ash tree on FP1 having a large limb half down.  Mr. Scott promised early attention to 

this since it could prove to be dangerous in its present condition. 

PLANNING MATTERS.  Application.  There was one for consideration;- 

N95 1823 TCA – Mr. E.G. Barnes, Mills Farm – Tree Surgery. 

There were no objections to the proposed work. 

Decisions Received.  Approvals. 

N95 1012 OL –Great & Little Somerford Parish Councils – Outline-Village Hall/Parking. 

Refusal. 

N95 1493F- Beaufort Western Ltd – Erection House/Garage&Associated work.  Old Post House. 

FINANCE 

Accounts for Payment approval.  Retrospective 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Council Meeting Hire     £  5.00 



R. Brind – 1st. ½ Season grasscutting etc ..      £ 51.00 

G. Jenkins- Clerk-1/4 year salary to 30/9/95      £112.14 

FINANCE contd …. 

Accounts for payment approval.   Current. 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying        £  9.56 

B. Bird – 1995 season’s grasscutting – road verge adj. Church    £ 35.00 

North Wilts District Council – Election expenses – May ’95    £ 40.00 

G. Jenkins – Clerk – Sundry expenses Sept, 94 to September ’95    £ 51.85 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Council Meeting hire     £  8.00 

Mr. R. Gawthropp – Chain link and Straining wire     £ 41.12 

Rev. G. Oswald – Donation to Parish Newsletter      £ 15.00 

 

All of the above accounts were confirmed for payment, agreement for the newsletter donation 

being given during the meeting. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  None had taken place. 

Memorials and Inscriptions.  No applications had been received. 

General.  Mrs. E. King of Nightingale Lodge had written complaining of the damage caused by rabbits 

to flowers placed on graves.  Her suggestion that the entire perimeter of the cemetery be wired was 

rejected on the grounds of cost particularly as its effectiveness could not be guaranteed.  Railtrack 

could be approached for help in controlling the rabbit population which had its burrows in the 

embankment.  In the meantime perhaps flowers could be treated with a rabbit deterrent. 

Paddock.  Mr. P. Brown suggested that. In the absence of any lessee for this piece of ground, he 

would be prepared to cultivate it for a period of time, rental and length of lease to be agreed.  The 

Clerk felt he needed to take advice regarding this in case any agricultural legal requirements should 

be taken into account.  The members had no specific objections to Mr. Brown’s suggestion and left 

the matter in the hands of the Clerk. 

Correspondence.  Various items of general correspondence and reports were made available for 

circulation around members. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. G. Barnes drew attention to the fact that the Council notice board needed re-painting.  Mr. M. 

Barnes offered his voluntary services to carry out the work.  He was duly thanked from the Chair. 

It was agreed the Bus shelter needed some repair and re-painting.  The Clerk was to consult Mr. M, 

Parton for his views on its condition.  Mr. M. Barnes would also carry out a check. 

The next regular meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 23rd. January 1996, to be held at the Village Hall.  

Usual notices would be displayed. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  23 Jan 


