
Little Somerford Parish Council met on 18th. March, 1996 at the Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. W. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. M. Barnes, P. Brown and M. 

Scott.   

APOLOGIES. These were received from Councillors G. Barnes and Mrs. L. Boulton and from County 

Councillor Mrs. C. Soden. 

MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting which took place on 23rd. January, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present, and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  

Highways.  The County public transport officer had agreed that problems regarding the day to day 

operation of bus services had occurred at the time when the new contracts were granted.  Following 

the complaints, these matters had been rectified.  Timekeeping had improved, bus interiors were 

cleaner and drivers had been told to make stops other than official ones when the occasion 

demanded it.  The use of smaller buses could facilitate single file parking alongside the bus shelter 

and thus obviate the necessity for passengers changing routes having to cross the dangerous road 

junction. 

The District Council had advised that the Meadow Lane nameplate would be erected within days. 

It was agreed the Highways Department be asked to refurbish and repaint the traditional wooden 

signposts at the Green and East End Lane. 

Play Area.  Fresh bark had been delivered and had been laid beneath equipment by Mr. Brind.  Both 

Mr. Cole and Mr. R. Frayling were still being urged to attend to work regarding slide repair and 

equipment painting respectively.  The possibility of having some safe method of effecting self 

closure of the gate was discussed.  The Clerk would speak to Ranalah Gates Ltd. Of Malmesbury for 

some advice with regards to the matter.  Mr. R. Brind’s quotation for grasscutting in 1996 was 

considered.  The tender, for £108 was £6 higher than the previous year.  There being no other 

tender for the work it was approved unanimously.  

Housing Survey.  The formal report of the survey results was not yet to hand.  An initial verbal report 

had indicated insufficient local demand for ‘affordable’ homes. 

Joint Somerford Village Hall.  The Steering Committee was continuing to meet regularly & 

frequently.  Mr. McDonic had submitted his bill for carrying out the feasibility studies and making 

the outline planning application.  However if was in the form of a single invoice and needed breaking 

down so that it could be dealt with separately by the two parish councils. 

Public Rights of Way.  The Clerk had written to Sir David Puttnam complaining of the action which 

had been taken regarding the replacement of a footpath signpost on the B4042 to the North of 

Maunditts Park Farm.  A reply was received a month prior to the date of the Parish council meeting.  

The Clerk had consulted with the Chairman and a a letter emphasising the parish council’s 

responsibility regarding the misconceptions contained in Sir David’s letter. 

Mr. Scott informed the meeting he had now removed the dead limb of an ash tree on FP-1.. 

PLANNING.  Applications.   There was one for consideration; 

N96 0389TCA – Mr. S. Chester, The Old Orchard – Tree felling/surgery etc .. 

No objections provided proper replacement trees were planted (excepting the 3 ash trees). 

PLANNING Cont … 

Decisions Received.  The following had been approved by the District Council;- 

N96 0030F – Erection of dwelling – land opposite Manor Farm – Mr. Turner, Dauntsey. 

N96 0031F – Erection of loose box/Tack room – Address as above. 

N96 0036RW/N – Railtrack PLC – reconstruction/filling in disused railway bridge. 

N96 0082CAC – Mrs. J. Botterell, Breaches Gate – replace existing window with two new. 



Appeal.  Notice of appeal on 12th. June 1996:- 

By Beaufort Homes against refusal re N95 1408F for the erection of House/Garage and creation of 

road access at the Old Post House.  The Council will oppose as before. 

Correspondence.  Councillors were informed of the creation of open forum at District Council 

Development Control meetings. 

Councillors were informed of a number of short planning seminars to be held at Chippenham 

between April and September. 

FINANCE.  

Accounts for Payment approval. 

Retrospective 

The Somerford Community Hall A/C       £ 50.00 

G. Jenkins, Parish Clerk – ¼ year salary to 31/3/96     £109.40 

Current. 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying Spt. ’95 to Dec. ;95     £  8.52 

Wicksteed Leisure – Play Area Inspection      £ 29.38 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting Hire      £  8.00 

Mr. R. Brind – Work of barrowing and laying bark (Play area)    £ 15.00 

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  There were none to report. 

Memorial/Inscription Applications.  None to report. 

General.  As yet there had been no reply from Railtrack PLC regarding the rabbit nuisance. 

The Chairman was arranging for the Meadow Lane ditch to be dug. 

Mr. M. Heal’s quotation of £400 for 1996 cemetery maintenance was approved unanimously, 

CORRESPONDENCE.   

The annual invitation to visit RAF Lyneham had been received.  The date had been arranged for 14th. 

June and details of those attending could be decided at the May meeting. 

The County Council had informed of the closure of Clay Street for 4 weeks for road widening and 

some re-surfacing. 

In conjunction with National Spring Clean ’96, councillors would meet for a village litter ‘blitz’ on 

Saturday morning, 12th. April at 10.00am. 

The meeting point would be the bus shelter and a skip would be sited opposite the Village Hall. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. Brown reported on the last meeting of the Dauntsey Vale Public Transport committee where 

complaints regarding the service had been ‘aired’. The County representatives present had admitted 

the service had suffered from ‘teething’ problems following the change of operator, but these were 

now receiving attention.  Complaints from the public should be made promptly to County Hall. 

The state of some of the village road drains and pavement surfaces demanded attention.  The Clerk 

would write to the County Council accordingly.  Following a complaint from a resident Mr. M. Barnes 

confirmed that one of the Church Farm dogs was causing alarm and distress to walkers passing the 

farmyard entrance.  The Chairman would speak to Mr. R. Simmons. 

The date of the Annual General Parish Council meeting and assembly was set to Monday 13th. May 

at 7.00 pm. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 



Signed R Gawthropp   Date  15 May 


