
Little Somerford Parish Council met on 13h. May, 1996, for its Annual General Meeting at the Village 

Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. W. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. 

Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott.   

APOLOGIES. Mrs. C. Soden, County Councillor had advised she would be late attending but would be 

present for the Parish Assembly and subsequent proceedings. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  Mr. Gawthropp stood down from the chair which was occupied by Mrs. 

Boulton. 

Chairman.  Mrs. Jenkins proposed the election of Mr. Gawthropp for the ensuing year.  Mr. Scott 

seconded the proposal.  In the absence of any other nomination Mr. Gawthropp was duly elected.  

He resumed in the chair and thanked the councillors for their confidence in him. 

Vice chairman.  From the Chair Mr. Gawthropp proposed the re-election of Mrs. Boulton.  This was 

seconded by Mr. Brown and duly agreed in the absence of other nomination. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 

Planning.  After a proposition by Mrs. Jenkins seconded by Mrs. Boulton it was agreed the whole 

council should continue to act in the consideration of planning matters. 

Parish Cemetery.  Proposed by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mrs. Boulton that the whole council 

continue to act.  Unanimously agreed. 

Public Rights of Way.  Mr. G. Barnes informed the Council of his intention to stand down from his 

position as Rights of way liaison offer with the County Footpath Warden and from the Parish Council 

committee as well.  The Chairman expressed regret on behalf of the parish at this decision and 

thanked Mr. Barnes for his long service looking after the parish footpaths.  A committee comprising 

Mr. M. Barnes, Mr. M. Scott and the Chairman was elected to form the committee.  Mr. M. Barnes 

would liaise with the County authorities.  Mr. G. Barnes kindly offered his help in the initial stages. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES. 

Public Transport.  Mr. Scott proposed the re-election of Mr. P. Brown.  Mrs. Jenkins seconded: 

carried unanimously.  The Chairman thanks Mr. Brown for his previous work in this capacity. 

Malmesbury Area Forum.  Mrs. Jenkins was proposed by Mr. Scott to represent the Council at the 

Malmesbury Area Forum meetings.  Mrs. Boulton seconded.  Agreed unanimously. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.  The minutes of the council meeting held on 18th. March 1996, 

having been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the 

Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. Highways.  Wiltshire County Council had replied to the 

request for sundry repairs to footway surfaces, signposts and attention to road drainage problems.  

All had been added to the Highways department list for attention in due course.  The street 

nameplates indicating “Meadow Lane” had been placed in position at long last.  The County road 

traffic engineer had expressed concern that if the speed limit repeater sign near Church Farm were 

to be moved, the existing grass verge might become badly eroded by tankers and agricultural traffic 

entering and leaving the farmyard.  The Chairman would seek an assurance from Mr. R. Simmons, 

the farmer concerned. 

A tender for the cutting of the grass verge and bank outside the Church was agreed unanimously.  

The tender from Mr. K. Westmacott of Malmesbury was £40 for the season after the initial £10 cut. 

Play Area.  Mr. R. Frayling had now given a firm commitment that painting of the equipment would 

be completed during the week commencing 20th. May.  Further assurance had been received from 

Mr. G. Cole that the safety work for the slide would be completed.  No satisfactory system for the 

sate self closing of the gate had been discovered as yet. 



Housing Survey.  A report from the District Council Housing Officer stated that there was insufficient 

genuine need for the building of “affordable” homes in the Village to warrant the establishment of a 

specific scheme. 

Joint Somerford Village Hall.   Mrs. Boulton reported that architects were being interviewed by the 

Steering committee to ascertain costs of the scheme prior to the submission of an application for 

funding to the Millenium Fund of the National Lottery. 

Public Rights of Way.  Mr. G. Barnes complained that nothing appeared to have been done in respect 

of the matters recently reported to the County Rights of Way Warden.  The Clerk would extend an 

invitation to him to attend the next Council meeting in July. 

RAF Lyneham Visit.  Mrs. Jenkins and Mr. Scott were to represent the Council at the civic visit on 

14th. June. 

Litter Blitz.  The Chairman thanked all who had helped during the April clear-up of litter. 

PLANNING.  Applications.   One was considered: 

N96 0816-F Mr. & Mrs. Westwood, Manor Cottage- Extension to rear of property. 

No objections.  The Clerk would acquaint neighbours of the plans. 

Decisions Received.  Approvals. 

N96 0351 CAG – Mr. Harland, Forge Mill Cottage, Installation of new window 

N96 0389 TCA – Mr. S. Chester, The Old Orchard – Tree felling & surgery. 

Planning Appeal.  The app eal against refusal of permission for a dwelling adjacent to the Old Post 

House by Beaufort Homes had been withdrawn. 

FINANCE. Statement of Accounts.  The Clerk made the annual statement of the Council’s accounts 

for the year ended 31st. March 1996.  Their adoption for audit was proposed by Mr. Scott and 

seconded by Mr. G. Barnes.  Approved unanimously.  

Accounts for Payment approval.  Retrospective 

Mr. M. Heal – 1st. half year cemetery maintenance     £200.00 

Current. 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying, 1st. January to 3rd. May 1996    £ 17.74. 

K & M. Westmacott – Grasscutting Church verge – initial cut    £ 10.00 

N. W. District Council – bark for play area surface     £ 50.00 

Wessex Water – supply – Parish cemetery      £ 15.93 

Wilts. Assn. of Local Councils – Subscription 1996     £ 50.17 

Cornhill insurance – Annual premium       £124.02 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting hire      £  8.00 

All of the above accounts were agreed for payment. 

PARISH CEMETERY. 

Interments.  None had taken place. 

Memorial applications.  None had been received. 

General.  An unsatisfactory reply from Railtrack regarding rabbit infestation had, nevertheless, 

agreed to monitor the situation. 

CORRESPONDENCE.  Reports and correspondence of a general nature were made available for 

circulation around councillors. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

It was felt that the sign on the B4042 indicating the Village direction should be sited in a position 

more readily and safely seen by drivers.  The Clerk would consult with the Area Traffic Manager.  It 

was also considered that, whilst the recent work of widening and surfacing the upper part of Clay 

Street was to be welcomed, a danger to traffic had been created by the sudden narrowing of the 



carriageway in the lower half of the road.  The Clerk would also consult with the traffic engineer 

regarding the placement of a warning sign. 

Mr. Brown reported he had been unable to discover a road drain at the junction of Meadow Lane 

with the C66.  Flooding of this area would continue after periods of heavy rain.  The Clerk would 

contact the highways engineer regarding this. 

It was agreed that the admission charge to Kingsmead Mill gardens on 16th. June would £1.50 for 

adults with accompanied children being admitted free. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  8 Julu 


