
Little Somerford Parish Council met at the Village Hall, Little Somerford on Thursday, 23rd. January 

1997. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. 

Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott.  

MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting which took place on 18th. November, 1996, having been 

circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISINGFROM THE MINUTES. 

Highways.  A general letter from the County Highways Department regarding the winder 

maintenance of road surfaces and outlining gritting procedures during icy conditions revealed that 

the village roads had been excluded from such work.  The Clerk would stress the importance of 

ensuring that hills and bus routes received special attention.   

A complaint regarding traffic speed along East End Lane had been referred to the Area Highways 

Engineer.  It was intended that the recently appointed Highway/Traffic Englneer should attend the 

next council meeting in March. 

Various matters needing attention were reported including set concrete on the road adjacent to the 

play area, worn surface junction marking at the cross-roads and damaged verge marker strips alon 

the C66 (Great Somerford road).  The Clerk would also complain to the North Wilts. Department of 

Environmental Heath regarding the deposition of mud and slurry on a stretch of the C66. 

Joint Somerford Village Hall.  Mr. M. Barnes reported that the Millenium Fund’s response to the 

application for funding was still awaited.  A bill for half of the cost of photocopying paperwork 

involved in the application had been received and would be submitted for payment approval in due 

course. 

The Millenium.  No suggestions of how to celebrate this occasion had been received from parish 

residents.  Those suggested at this meeting included: - A Great New Year’s Eve Party 1999 – Public 

seating – Restoration of the raised footway on the Great Somerford Road. 

Play Area.  The clerk reported that, at soon as Mr. Brind was available for the work, fresh supplies of 

bark would be necessary for the safer surfaces. 

Public Rights of Way.  The Footpath Warden had reported to the Clerk that a new signpost for FP 8 

(C66) would be provided; also that he would be attending to stiles on FP 11. 

PLANNING 

Applications.  There were none for consideration at this meeting. 

Decisions Received.  There were none to report. 

General.  The Clerk reported he had contacted the District Planning Officer regarding the 

controversial access to the B4042 proposed in plans submitted for works at Hill House residential 

home.  He had been advised that this access would be recommended purely as for “service and 

emergency use” only. 

FINANCE.  The Clerk advised the meeting that the state of the Parish Council’s finances would allow 

for a retention of the 1997 Parish Precept at the 1996 level.  I.e. £2200.  Following a formal 

proposition by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. G. Barnes this was agreed unanimously. 

Accounts for Payment Approval.  All of the following invoices were agreed for payment.   

Retrospective 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk – ¼ year salary to 31st. December 1996    £112.50. 

Wiltshire County Council – Street Lighting mortgage repayment    £477.17 

Southern Electric Contracting – New Street lighting point -    £249.10 

Current. 

Harris, Rourke & Simpson – Quantity Surveyors – Old Rail Station site   £132.19 

Audit Commission – 1995 Audit Fee -       £ 96.94 



Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting hire      £  8.00 

General.  A letter requesting funds for the Parish Newsletter was read.  A donation of £20 was 

approved. 

PARISH CEMETERY 

Interments.  There were none to report. 

Memorial/Inscription Applications.  None had been received. 

1997 Grass Cutting & Maintenance. 

One quotation had been received.  This was from Mr. M. Heal and included grass cutting, path 

weeding and one trim of the Meadow Lane hedge within the cemetery. 

The cost was £400, representing no increase on 1996.  Following a proposal by Mrs. Boulton, 

seconded by Mr. Scott the tender was approved unanimously. 

Paddock.  Mr. P. Brown had submitted a requested that he be released from the terms of his rental 

contract and that his tenancy be allowed to expire forthwith.  He retired from the meeting whilst 

this matter was discussed.  It was agreed that, due to special circumstances, this request would be 

complied with provided:- 

a) That Mr. Brown be responsible for meeting the cost of re-seeding the paddock. 

b) Full insulation and re-boxing of the water supply standpipe be completed at the earliest 

moment. 

On re-joining the meeting Mr. Brown agreed to these conditions and thanked the Council.  Following 

Mr. Brown’s application for an allotment plot within the paddock area it was decided that members 

should meet on site prior to the next council meeting to review the situation. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mintey Parish Council.  It was decided to support Minety’s initiative in protesting to Wiltshire 

Constabulary regarding the recent 25% reduction in the manning strength of the Malmesbury 

Section of the Force. 

N. Wilts District Council.  Notice was given of a meeting for non-domestic ratepayers. 

N. Wilts District Council.  Notice of public question times at 1997 Budget fixing meetings. 

Community Council for Wiltshire.  Notice of representative vacancies on the Voluntary organisation 

committee. 

Marie Curie Cancer Care.  Request for donation – regretfully declined. 

OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. M. Barnes enquired whether anything in respect of the future of the unoccupied Little 

Somerford Arms public house could be ascertained by the Council.  The Clerk agreed to approach the 

District Council solicitor to ask for help in this matter.  

The next meeting was agreed for Thursday, 27th. March, 1997, with the Annual General Parish & 

Council meeting set for Tuesday, 27th May 1997.  

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  27 March 


