
Little Somerford Parish Council met for the Annual General Meeting on 27th. May, 1997, at the 

Village Hall, Little Somerford. 

PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. 

Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott. Also present was Mr. T. R. Sturgis, District Councillor. 

APOLOGIES.  There were none to report. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  Mrs. Boulton assumed the Chair. 

Office of Chairman.  Following a proposal from Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Scott, Mr. R. 

Gawthropp was elected to serve as Chairman, there being no other nominations. 

Mr. Gawthropp resumed in the Chair and thanked the councillors for their continued confidence in 

him. 

Vice-Chairman.  Mr. M. Barnes proposed Mrs. Boulton and Mr. Scott seconded. There being no other 

nominations Mrs. Boulton was duly elected. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 

Planning Committee & Parish Cemetery Committee. It was unanimously agreed that the entire 

Council membership act in dealing with these matters and both committees were duly elected on 

this basis. 

Public Rights of Way.  Mr. Scott proposed Mr. Michael Barnes should continue to liaise with the 

County Council regarding footpath matters.  Mr. Brown seconded and Mr. Barnes was duly re-

elected. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES. 

Public Transport.  Mr. Brown was duly elected following a proposal from Mr. Scott, seconded by Mrs. 

Boulton. 

Malmesbury Area Forum.  Mrs. Jenkins would continue to act as Council representative on this 

committee; proposed Mrs. Boulton, seconded Mr. Scott. 

Little Somerford Church/Village Hall.  Mr. M. Barnes kindly agreed to attend meetings on behalf of 

the Parish Council. 

MINUTES.  The minutes of the council meeting held on 27th. March, 1997, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  No progress had been reported, as yet, for the promised 

road and footway works promised by the County Highways department.  The Clerk would 

investigate. 

Play Area.  The work of topping up the safety surfaces with bark chippings had been completed.  

Holes in the chain link fence needed attention. The Chairman and Mr. M. Scott agreed to inspect the 

dame.  Mr. Brown drew attention to the need for a clean-up of the sand pit and restoration of sand 

level.  The Clerk would “shop around” for good quality playsand and organise the work to be done by 

Mr. R. Brind. 

Parish Notice Board.  Mr. Merriman had inspected the framework of the board opposite “the Old 

Orchard” and reported that it was sound and only needed re-painting.  Mr. Michael Barnes 

volunteered his help with this and was thanked by the Chairman. 

Bus Shelter.  The Clerk would enquire when Mr. Merriman would be able to carry out the agreed 

repaired and re-painting. 

RAF Lyneham-Civic Visit.  Mr Godfrey Barnes would be representing the Parish Council at this year’s 

civic visit. 

Joint Somerfords’ Village Hall.  A meeting with the secretary and treasurer of the Steering 

Committee had taken place on 11th. April, 1997 in order to clarify various matters.  Prior to this 

present Council meeting by a majority, members had re-affirmed the Parish Council’s support for the 



project to the planning application stage. 

Little Somerford Arms.  Following enquiries made over the past months, the Clerk had now received 

firm information that the property would be offered for sale in the near future. 

PLANNING Applications.  There were two for consideration:- 

N97 0909F & 0910LB – “Just Corfu” (Mr. & Mrs. Cookson) Manor Farm – Demolition of redundant 

canopy barn and conversion of old dairy to offices. 

It appeared there were no objections to the proposed development.  However, in order to clarify 

matters it was agreed to meet ‘on site’ prior to making a formal reply. 

N97 0821 TCA – Mr. S. J. Cook, Kingshill, The Street – Sundry tree Surgery. 

There were no objections to the proposed work. 

Planning. Contd …. 

Decisions Received.  There were none to report. 

 

FINANCE.   

End of year financial statement.  The clerk presented a statement of the Council’s accounts for the 

year ended 31st March 1997.  There were no queries and their adoption was proposed by Mrs. 

Boulton, seconded by Mr. M. Barnes.  The Council confirmed the accounts unanimously prior to their 

submission to the District Audit. 

Invoices for Payment Approval.   

Retrospective. 

The Joint Somerfords Community Hall – Donation -     £ 20.00 

Little Somerford Church/Village Hall       £  8.00 

Wessex Water – supply at cemetery -       £ 14.74. 

Stephen Gamper Associates – survey work at 2nd. Site     £425.94 

Oliver Freeman Architects – 2nd. Site       £381.64. 

Current. 

Cornhill Insurance – 1997/98 premium       £136.96 

Audit Commission – 1995/96 Audit fee       £ 97.38 

N. Wilts. District Council – 2 c. metres bark chippings     £ 58.75 

Wilts. Association of Local Councils – Subscription     £ 51.97 

R. Brind – laying bark surface, play area.       £ 15.00 

M. Heal – first ½ year cemetery maintenance      £200.00 

The Clerk reported the Council was in a position of being able to settle the remaining balance of the 

street lighting mortgage with the County Council.  By doing so now £200 could be saved over the 

next 2 years.  The balance stood at £1237.89 and it was unanimously agreed to settle the account. 

All of the above listed accounts were approved for settlement. 

PARISH CEMETERY.  Interments.  There were none to report. 

Memorial/Inscription Applications.  None had been received. 

Paddock.  This had been harrowed and re-seeded.  

General.  Mr. G. Barnes considered that a fir tree at the Western end of the cemetery needed to be 

felled and another needed some form of surgery.  The appearance of gravestones beneath them 

appeared to be suffering.  These would be inspected ‘on site’. 

CORRESPONDENCE.  Amended dates for the Parish Council conference in North Wiltshire had been 

advised.  Requests for charitable donations were declined with regret.  General 



correspondence/reports were made available for circulation around members. 

 OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Mr. G. Barnes reported a damaged Neighbourhood Watch sign at the top of The Hill.  There has been 

a complaint from a resident regarding a loose field gate on footpath no. 9 on land belonging to Mr. 

R. Simons.  The Clerk would ask the County Footpath Warden to discuss the matter personally with 

Mr. Simmons. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date  29 July 

**Next meeting 29th. July 1997. 

 


