
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Friday, 10th. October, 1997, at the Village Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, 

M. Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES.  There were none to report. 

3. MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting held on 29th. July, 1997, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.   

4.1  Highways.  Assurances were still being given by the County Council that the promised work 

on pedestrian footways would begin in the next few days.  Road surface markings would be restored 

as soon as the unit responsible could be booked.  An acknowledgement in response to the request 

for ‘rumble strips’ had been received from the District Council. 

4.2 Play Area.  Work of clearing the roadside ditch and verge had been completed.  Mr. Scott 

agreed to patch up the holes in the west side of the chain link fencing.  He would provide the 

appropriate materials.  Mr. Brown was of the opinion that stray dogs were getting into the area thus 

presenting possible dangers from urination and defaecation.  It was agreed that, once the fencing 

holes were stopped up, a watch would be kept. 

4.3 Joint Village Hall.  Since this matter would form an item in “Planning Matters” it was agreed 

to defer any discussions. 

4.4 Millenium Committee.  All local association secretaries should have now received a letter 

asking for their details of nominated representatives for this committee.  To date notification has 

been received that Mrs. Mc.Dowall and Mrs. Sharp would represent the Women’s Institute and Ms. 

Julie Buckton the Bowls Club. 

Following a proposal by Mrs. Jenkins, seconded by Mr. Brown, mrs L. Boulton and Mr. M. Barnes 

were elected as Parish Council representatives. 

5. PLANNING MATTERS. 

5.1 Applications.  There were two for consideration:- 

N97 2129TCA – Mrs. L. Baines, Pound House – Tree Surgery. 

There were no objections – application supported. 

N97 2040F – Great & Little Somerford Parish Councils- Erection Community Hall. 

This application was a re-submission of N97 1205F with the inclusion of a pedestrian footway 

between both Somerford villages.  The Council’s support for the general application was coincident 

to its role as a co-applicant.  However, despite welcoming the recognition of the necessity for a 

footway, it was important to draw attention that the whole of the intended path would be within 

Little Somerford Parish and the cost would be excessive in the extreme.  Support for such a footway 

would be conditional on its construction being funded by the County Council of some other 

benefactor.  A letter of objection from a resident was also read to the meeting. 

5.2 Decisions Received.  Approval:- 

N97 1334F – Mr. Woolcock, Spring House, Malmesbury Road – Extension to dwelling. 

Refusal. 

N97 1205F – Great & Little Somerford Parish Councils – Erection of Community Hall. 

 

6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

6.1 Accounts for payment approval.        Retrospective. 

Office World – Sundry stationery       £ 14.49 

R. Brind – clearing out and refilling play area sandpit     £ 10.00 

Bowprine Ltd – Photocopying         £  8.70 



G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk – ¼ year salary to 30/9/97     £112.50 

R. Brind – Clearing play area ditch and bank      £  30.00 

Current. 

M. Barnes – Supply materials/repaint parish notice board    £ 15.63 

Oliver Freeman Architects – Services Community Hall ½ fee    £948.49 

Little Somerford Village Hall – Meeting hire      £  8.00 

           Contd …. 

6.1 contd ……. Accounts for payment approval … 

K. Westmacott – Agreed proportion of grasscutting costs    £ 15.00 

J. Rouse & son – Chain link fencing wire       £ 79.18 

M. Heal – second half season’s cemetery maintenance     £200.00

            

        

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

6.2 Parish Clerk salary. 

In accordance with a negotiated agreement between the National Association of Local Councils and 

the Society of Local Council Clerks the annual increase applicable to this Council was £10.92, back-

dated to 1st. April 1997. 

This would bring the clerk’s annual salary to £460.98.  Proposed by the Chairman and seconded by 

Mr. Scott, this was agreed by the Council. 

7. PARISH CEMETERY. 

7.1 Interments & Memorial/Inscription Applications.  There were none to report. 

7.2 Paddock & Allotments.  Following a request from a resident the paddock would be re-let for 

grazing from Spring 1998. 

It was agreed that water could be piped to two tanks in the allotment area provided installation 

costs were borne by the allotment holders. 

7.3 General.   

Mr. Scott agreed to attend to the overgrown yew tree in the southern area of the cemetery. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE.  Reports and circulars of a general nature were made available for 

circulation among councillors. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   

There had still been no response from Railtrack PLC for permission to enter their property in order to 

strim dense undergrowth which was providing cover for rabbits.  The Clerk would press for some 

early action. 

Pedestrian footways badly needed sweeping and the Clerk would ask the District Direct Services 

Department for help with this. 

Mr. M. Barnes raised the matter of the collection of re-cyclable materials and the need for a suitable 

site in the village.  Now that Sir David Puttnam had left the Village the Clerk would, once more ask 

his permission for a small are of the rail site approach to be used for such a purpose.- 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 25 Nov 

 


