
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Tuesday, 25th. November, 1997, at The Parish Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, 

M. Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott. 

District Councillor Mr. T. R. Sturgis was a late arrival. 

2. APOLOGIES.  There were none to report. 

3. MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting held on 10th. October 1997, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.   

4.1.  Highways.  The County Area Highways Surveyor continued to give assurances that the 

various works, promised last Spring would be carried out before the end of the present financial 

year.  

4.2. Play Area.  The work of repairing holes in the chain link fencing was still in hand and would 

be completed as soon as practicable. 

4.3. Mini Recycling. 

The Clerk reported that Lord Puttnam had kindly agreed to the placing of small collection units at the 

Southern edge of the Lay-by/access opposite the Parish Hall.  His permission was conditional that, in 

the event of any future buyer of the land objecting to their presence, all units would be removed 

promptly.  This offer was warmly welcomed and the condition understood & accepted.  The Clerk 

would write a letter of thanks, enclosing a copy of the relevant item of the meeting’s minutes. 

4.4. Millenium Committee.  Eight members of this proposed committee had been named to date 

and the initial meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 13th January, at the Parish Hall. 

4.5. Joint Somerfords Village Hall.  Mr. M. Barnes reported on a recent meeting of the Joint 

Steering Committee at which the possibility of a joint site off the Dauntsey Road in Great Somerford 

had been discussed.  The general feeling of Little Somerford Parish Council members was that this 

site would not be thought suitable as a joint site by the great majority of villagers and, therefore 

could not be supported as such. 

Following the arrival of District Councillor Mr. T.R. Sturgis members were asked whether support 

would be given to an appeal against refusal for planning permission at The Street site.  By a 4 to 3 

majority it was decided to support an appeal. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications.  There was one for consideration:- 

N97 2520F-  Mr. P. O’Neill, Little Somerford Arms Re-siting entrance door, install LPG tank. 

Supported unanimously. 

5.2 Decisions Received.  Approvals. 

N97 1802F- Q. J. Laidlaw, East End Cottages – Extension to dwelling. 

N97 2129TCA – Mrs. L. Baines, Pound House – Tree Surgery 

Refusal. 

N97 2040F – Little & Great Somerford Parish Councils – Erection of Community Hall etc .. 

6. FINANCE. 

6.1. Accounts for Payment Approval.        

Retrospective. 

Wessex Water – supply to parish cemetery      £12.00 

Current. 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – meeting hire      £  8.00 

Brinkworth Parish Council – Photocopying      £ 9.76 

G. Jenkins –Clerk’s sundry expenses 1st. April – 30th. September 97   £27.30 



Parish Newsletter Advertising – donation      £20.00 

            

        

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

6.2. Parish Precept 1998. 

The Clerk reviewed anticipated expenses likely to be incurred up to the end of the current year.  It 

was proposed by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. M. Barnes that the 1998 precept be set at the 

1997 level i.e. £2200.00.  This was carried. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE.   

A letter of thanks from the Little Somerford Parish Hall committee expressed thanks for the donation 

of £100 towards the cost of new hall curtains.  Notice was given of certain District Council Planning 

Committee meetings to be held at Cricklade and Malmesbury in the New Year, 

Other general correspondence and reports were made available for circulation around members. 

8. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT. 

Mr. Sturgis spoke of the possible threat to the rural environment of new housing proposed for the 

County and North Wiltshire in particular.  It was hoped that most of this would be absorbed by 

developments in Swindon and the other towns such as Chippenham. 

He also urged the Parish Council to support an overall review of public rights of way within the 

Parish to establish their validity in order to combat moves being made by motorised trail riders to 

open up defunct green lanes to traffic.  He spoke of the need for sharing costs with the County 

Highways department in respect of grass verge cutting.  The Highways budget had been drastically 

cut to divert funds for educational and social services needs within the County of Wiltshire. 

9. PARISH CEMETERY 

9.1. Interments. There were none to report. 

9.2. Memorial/Inscription Applications.  None to report. 

9.3. Paddock/Allotments.  The Clerk was due to meet Mr. J. Long of Railtrack PLC on the day 

following this meeting to discuss improvements to the embankment fences. 

10. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.  None were raised. 

After some discussions the next meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 27th January 1998. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 27 Jan 

 


