
Little Somerford Parish Council met at The Parish Hall, Little Somerford on Monday, 23rd. March, 

1998. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, 

M. Barnes and M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES.  There were none to report. 

3. MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting, held on 27th. January, 1998 and the extraordinary 

meeting of 14th. February 1998, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, confirmed by 

those who were present and signed by the Chairman. 

4.1 MATTERS ARISING.  Highways.  Despite recent heavy rain the problem of flooding at the 

junction of Meadow Lane and the C66 was not so acute as in the past.  The County authorities had 

carried out a small amount of work in filling in some of the potholes.  The road verge indicator strips 

on the Great Somerford road had still not been replaced. 

4.2 The Millenium.  The committee had met on two occasions.  At the next one more details 

regarding costs of proposed schemes would be given together with any information regarding grant 

aid.  An open meeting was planned for May so that residents could be informed of progress made. 

4.3 Play Area.  The clerk had written to District Leisure Services asking for a grant towards costs; 

a decision by the relevant district committee was awaited. 

5.1 PLANNING.  There were no applications for consideration and no District Council decisions to 

report. 

5.2 General.  Concern was expressed regarding the continual parking of cars on the highway 

outside Chapel Cottage in view of the fact that planning approval for a vehicular access had been 

granted some years ago.  The Clerk was to check certain aspects of a condition applied to that 

approval inrespect of the re-location of the boundary stone wall. 

6. FINANCE. 

6.1 Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer. 

Following a proposal from Mrs. Boulton, seconded by Mr. Scott, it was formally agreed to appoint 

Mr. Glyn Jenkins, the Parish Clerk as the council’s Responsible Financial Officer. 

6.2 Invoices for payment approval. 

Retrospective. 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – donation towards rewiring    £250.00 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk – ¼ year salary + rise to 31st. March 1998  £126.20 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Committee meeting (Millenium)   £  8.00 

Current. 

Brinkworth Parish Council – Photocopying (9/12/97 to 19/3/98)   £ 11.84  

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Parish Council meeting hire   £  8.00 

All of the above accounts were agreed for payment. 

7.1 PARISH CEMETERY.  Interments.  One had taken place:- 

H. & C. Matthews – The late Margaret Campbell Jenkins – 13th. February 1998.  

7.2 Inscription Applications.  One had been received:- 

James Long (Masons) – the late Eva Ellen Scott. 

7.3 General.  It was reported that there was now a small waiting list for allotment plots.  With 

regard to the paddock, Mr. Scott reported that there was insufficient grass keep at the moment to 

warrant making any rental charge.  It was agreed that rental should commence from 1st. January 

1999 – Mrs. Baines of Pound House being the prospective tenant.  Some work had been carried out 

by Railtrack and wiring of the fence, together with strimming of the bank had taken plance. 

7.4 Mr. G. Barnes felt it was high time for a review of cemetery charges.  The Clerk would 

provide a list of comparative fees at the next meeting. 



8.1 CORRESPONDENCE. Notice of the RAF Lyneham visit had been received.  Details for 11th. 

June would be agreed at the May meeting. 

8.2 A letter of complaint regarding rubbish dumping in the field adjacent to Aynsley House was 

read.  It was agreed that Mr. C. Gleed, a part owner of the field, be made aware of local concern that 

an eyesore would be created should the dumping continue. 

Correspondence contd … 

8.3 This year’s Parish Council Conference in North Wiltshire would take the form of a double 

event, comprising a coach tour around the District on 6th. June and the usual formal meeting later in 

the year. 

8.4 Wiltshire Constabulary had advised of the “Vehicle 25 Watch Scheme which had been 

proposed to curb the incidence of “joy riding” by youths and younger children. 

8.5 A letter in respect of a local government electoral review appeared to indicate that the 

“Somerford” Ward would not be affected by the proposed changes. 

8.6 Notification of thanks had been received from Little Somerford Parish Hall Committee for 

the Council’s donation towards electrical re-wiring at the Hall. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

9.1 Recently, an amount of loose waste paper had been left alongside the mini-recycling 

collection bins opposite the Parish Hall and the frequency with which the bins were cleared was 

questioned.  Generally speaking it was thought to be satisfactorily managed.  However, an item 

would be placed in the Newsletter advising residents not to leave loose items should the bins be full. 

9.2 The annual litter “blitz” of the Village would take place on Sunday a.m. 3rd. May. 

9.3 The date of the Annual General Parish Council and Parish Assembly meetings was set for 

11th. May 1998’ 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 11 May 

 


