
The Annual General Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council took place on Monday, 11th. May, 

1998 at Little Somerford Parish Hall.  

1. PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, 

M. Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  These were received from County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden 

and the local police officer PC Ian Brown. 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

3.1. Chairman.  Mr. Gawthropp vacated the chair which was assumed by Mrs. Boulton. 

The re-election of Mr. Gawthropp as Chairman for the ensuing year was proposed by Mrs. Jenkins 

and seconded by Mr. M. Barnes.  There being no other nomination Mr. Gawthropp was duly elected.  

On resuming the Chair he thanked the Council for their confidence in him. 

3.2. Vice Chairman.  Following a proposition from the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Scott, Mrs. L. 

Boulton was duly elected to serve for the ensuing year. 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 

4.1. Planning, Parish cemetery.  Proposed by Mr. Brown that the whole Council continue to act 

as committee in both instances, Mrs. Boulton seconded: proposition carried unanimously. 

4.2. Public Rights of Way.  Mrs. Jenkins proposed, Mr. Scott seconded that Mr. M. Barnes 

continue to liaise on a day to day basis with the Area County Footpath Warden. 

The whole council would deal with any contentious matters.  Agreed unanimously. 

5. COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES.  The following councillors agreed to represent the Parish:- 

Mr. P. Brown -  Public Transport Committee 

Mr. M. Barnes -  Parish Hall Committee 

Mr. G. Barnes -  Police/Community Consultative Committee. 

5.1  Neighbourhood Watch.  The matter of appointing a village coordinator was deferred to the 

next meeting. 

6. MINUTES.  The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd. March, 1998, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 

7.1   Highways.  The Clerk had been assured that the new reflective road verge markers were 

now definitely promised for the next few days and attention to the worn road surface markings at 

the cross roads would be given as soon as practicable.  As soon as Mr. Bailey, the area highway 

engineer, had recovered, the Clerk would press for a site visit in the Village. 

7.2 Mr. M. Barnes reported he had made a repair to a stile on footpath No. 10. 

7.3.  Play Area.  As yet there had been no response from the District Leisure Services department 

to the request for grant aid.  It was through a formal application could now be made. 

7.4. Millenium.  It was generally agreed that the Millenium Committee’s Open Meeting had been 

very successful with good support from all village residents who attended.  The Clerk had met with a 

representative of the Countryside Commission and a application could not be made for funding the 

cost of valuation and land transfer. 

7.5. Rubbish Tip adj. Aynsley House.  A reply had been received from Mr. Colin Gleed of Sherston 

who had stated the waste building materials were to be used to create a hardstanding.  Apparently, 

a district planning officer had visited the site and asked for removal of the rubbish or a planning 

application for a change of use of the land.  The Clerk will check with the planning department. 

The Council meeting adjourned at 20.00 hrs. to make way for the Annual Parish Meeting. 

The meeting was resumed at 21.05 hrs. 

7.6. R.A.F. Lyneham Visit – 11th June.  It was agreed that Mrs. Jenkins and Mr. G. Barnes should 

represent the Council together with their partners. 



7.7. Parish Council Conference/Coach Tour. 

Mr. P. Brown expressed his willingness to represent the Council on 6th. June.  Mr. G. Barnes might 

also be able to attend.  The Clerk would arrange the necessary formalities. 

7.8. Recycling Collection Bins.  Following the recent item in the Parish newsletter the leaving of 

loose items alongside full bins had been discontinued. 

8. PLANNING. 

8.1. Applications.  There were none for consideration. 

8.2. Decisions received.  One to report:- 

Approval.  N98 0166F & LB – Mr. A.H. Pooley, Somerford House- External Alter ations. 

 

9. FINANCE. 

9.1. Annual Statement of Accounts.  The Clerk presented a Receipts and Payments Account for 

the year ended 31st. March 1998.  Following an explanation of any unusual transactions the accounts 

were submitted for approval.  This was proposed by Mrs. Boulton and seconded by Mr. M. Barnes.  

Agreement was unanimous. 

9.2. Invoices for Payment Approval. 

Retrospective. 

A. Nichols (Cow Mills) Ltd. – grass seed for paddock    £  9.90 

Current. 

W.A.L.C. – Annual subscriptions       £ 66.12 

Cornhill Insurance – Annual premiums      £137.73 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire (2)     £  16.00 

Brinkworth Parish Council – Photocopying     £  6.08 

10.  PARISH CEMETERY. 

10.1. Interments.  None had taken place. 

10.2. Memorials.  None applied for. 

10.3. Inscriptions. 

James Long (Masons) – re. the late Margaret Campbell Jenkins. 

10.4. General.  Paddock.  There was nothing special to report. 

11. CORRESPONDENCE.  

It was agreed to make a contribution of £15 towards Youth Action (Wiltshire) campaign against drug 

usage amongst the young. 

Correspondence from District Council relating to future options in respect of the review of District 

wards/Parish arrangements indicated that the one preferred would be option 3 (preserving the 

status quo for Little Somerford). 

The Council would be unable to send a representative to the Wilts. & Berks Canal Trust Open day at 

Wootton Bassett. 

A copy of the application of a transfer of the Little Somerford Arms Justices’ license had been 

received for information. 

The Council was unable to make a donation to Wiltshire Community Voluntary Service. 

12. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.  Following a suggestion from Mr. G. Barnes the Clerk 

would transfer monies in the deposit account to a high interest bond with the Portman Building 

Society. 

The Clerk would investigate the possibility of re-siting “The Street” nameplate outside 5. The Street. 

Potentially dangerous car parking on the C45 outside “Sunnyside” was a matter of some concern.  

The Clerk would write to the house-holder in question. 

 



 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 21.50 hrs. 

The next meeting is to take place on 13th. July. 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 13 July  

 


