
A meeting of The Parish Council of Little Somerford took place on Monday, 13th. July, 1998 at the 

Parish Hall, Little Somerford. 

1/ PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, 

M. Barnes, P. Brown and M. Scott. 

2/ APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  None. 

3/ MINUTES.  The minutes of the Annual General Council meeting of 11th. May, 1998, the 

planning meeting of 18th. April, 1998 and the special minute in respect of burial charges, all having 

been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4/ MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 

4/1   Highways.  The Chairman and Clerk had met the Area Highway Surveyor in the village and 

serval necessary repairs and improvements had been noted for inclusion in a programme of works 

during the current financial year.  Longer term work of kerbing the southern boundary of the Green 

had also been promised.  It was suggested that when the kerbing took place piping and filling of the 

ditch could also be done.  In the interest of highway safety it was felt that two old iron posts 

concealed by uncut verge grass on the Great Somerford road should be removed.  The Clerk would 

inform the highway authority.  

4/2  Play Area.  A letter had been received from Leisure Services informing that a grant of £200 

had been allocated to safety improvements at the area.  The money would be spend on renewing 

the safety surfaces around equipment and by repairing damage to the chain link fencing.  The sand 

pit also need attention. 

Mr. Brind would be asked to strim the roadside verge. 

4/3. Millenium.  A report on the committee’s activities was given.  A grant of £620.00 for the 

proposed Garden of Remembrance had been received from Rural Action and banked in the Parish 

Council’s name until needed.  No notification of the preliminary grant for the Millenium Green had 

been received as yet. 

4/4 Builders Rubbish Dump.  The District planning officer had accepted that the materials 

deposited adjacent to Aynsley House would be used for hardstanding in the paddock.  A stop had 

been put on any further dumping. 

4/5 Dangerous Car Parking.  The Council were pleased to note that the resident concerned had 

complied promptly with the request to restrict parking to within his property curtilage. 

4/6 Neighbourhood Watch.  Mr. C. Fraser of Rainbow Cottage had agreed to act as co-ordinator 

following the departure from the Village of Mr. A. Churchill. 

5/ PLANNING 

5/1 Applications.  There was one for consideration:- 

N98 1453F & 1454LB.  Mr. & Mrs. J. Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Construction of orangery-Internal 

swimming pool – new bridge over River Avon. 

There were no basic objections to the proposals provided the new cast iron bridge met the 

requirements of the Environment Agency. 

5/2 Decisions received – Approvals. 

N98 0693HR/W – Mr. N. J. Greenwood, Idover Desmesne Farm – Removal of hedgerow. 

5/3 General.  The Clerk advised that Mr. John Freeth had resigned his position as Enforcement 

Planner for the District Council. 

6/ FINANCE 

6/1 Accounts Statement.  The Clerk gave a brief up-date of the Council’s financial position.  

Anticipated expenses and income would result in the normal credit balance to be carried forward at 



the year end on 31st. March 1999. 

6/2 Invoices for Payment Approval.  Retrospective. 

Youth Action (Wiltshire       £ 15.00 

Stationery (Office World)      £ 12.26 

G. Jenkins, Parish Clerk – ¼ year salary to 30/6/98   £118.00 

There was also a cheque drawn in favour of the Portman Building Society to fund an Investment 

Bond of £500.00.  However, this merely represented a transfer of Parish Council funds from deposit 

account to an investment bond. 

Current. 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – meeting hire    £  8.00 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk- expenses 9 months to 30/6/98   £ 46.11 

Brinkworth Parish council – photocopying    £  8.50 

Finance contd …. 

6/2 All of the invoices submitted were approved for payment. 

7/  PARISH CEMETERY. 

7/1. Interments.  None had taken place. 

7/2. Memorial Applications. One had been received and approved. 

James Long (Masons) – In respect of the late Fanny May Guy. 

7/3 General.   The Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries had advised that they were unable to deal 

with the matter of allotment wire fencing until the Parish Council had made further representations 

to Railtrack. This would be done. 

8. Reports. 

Mr. G. Barnes spoke of the annual civic visit to RAF Lyneham and the Parish Council’s thanks would 

be conveyed to the Station Public Relations Officer.   

Mr. P. Brown reported on the joint Parish Council coach tour of various North Wiltshire District 

Council building and community projects. 

Mrs. P. Jenkins up dated the meeting on funds held by the Little Somerford Hall Fund Raising 

Committee.  She also spoke of the planning application for an extension to the Hall shortly to be 

submitted to the local planning authority and of the costs involved in its preparation, 

The chairman thanks all who had made reports and it was decided to postpone any consideration of 

a parish council donation towards the Hall extension scheme until plans had been considered by the 

parish council planning committee. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE.  

Youth Action Wiltshire had sent a letter of thanks for the Council’s recent donation. 

The District Council had advised that it was proposed to add the Parish of Dauntsey to the existing 

Somerfords Electoral Ward. 

Following notifications of the annual North Wilts. Flower Festival it was thought that the village 

garage could be entered in one of the classes. 

10. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   

Other than a request from Mr. M. Barnes for a supply of public footpath way markers there were no 

other matters for discussion. 

The next meeting was arranged for Monday, 7th September at 7.30 pm. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 



Signed R Gawthropp   Date 7 Sept   

 


