
Little Somerford Parish Council met on 7th. September, 1998 at Little Somerford Parish Hall. 

1/ PRESENT.  Mr R. W. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Messrs. G. Barnes, M. Barnes, 

P. Brown and M. Scott. 

2/ APOLOGIES  These were received from Mrs. L. Boulton. 

3/ MINUTES  The minutes of the regular council meeting held on 13th. July and those of the 

planning meeting of 8th. August, 1998, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed 

by those who were present and signed by the Chairman. 

4/ MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 

4/1   Highways.  The County Highways department had been approached regarding the infilling 

and piping of the ditch at the S. West edge of the Green.  In addition potentially dangerous iron 

posts obscured by the high grass on the verges of the Great Somerford road had been reported. 

Subsidence of the road surface at Clay Street had been dealt with promptly.  Other road surface 

patching had taken place.  Mr. M. Barnes reported the poor condition of the old raised pedestrian 

walk-way on the West side of the Gt. Somerford road.  The Clerk would arrange a site meeting with 

the Highway Engineer to find out whether it could be repaired. 

A letter from Mr. M. Parton complained of the poor state of the handing post at The Green.  Mr. G. 

Barnes reminded of the poor state of the one at the junction of the C45 and the B4042.  It was 

agreed both were worth preserving and work of repair should be put in hand. 

4/2  Play Area.  Safety Areas had been topped up with fresh bark.  An estimate for the work of 

removing the stone surround of the sandpit and its re-sanding was not to hand.  It was agreed to buy 

another roll of chain link fencing for patching purposes.  The Chairman suggested an outsize tractor 

tyre would make a safe surround for the sand pit. 

4/3. Millenium Updates.  Mr. M. Barnes reported on progress with the cemetery Garden of 

Remembrance.  He had already removed turf from the area.  Gravel and sand would be needed 

soon.  The choice of miniature hedge plants had been discussed as had the purchase of suitable 

shrubs.  Mrs. Baines of Pound House had suggested a lavender hedge and this had been agreed.  

Promise of voluntary help with planting had been given by his wife Miss Julie Buckton, Mrs. Diane 

Sharp and Mrs. Pam Jenkins.  Mr. Barnes was due to report on progress to Rural Action by 31st. 

November, 1998, Mr. Barnes was thanked for his report and work to date.  The Clerk reported that, 

due to certain strictures imposed by the Countryside Commission, progress with the Millenium 

Green project was appreciably slower.  The District Valuer had recommended a land value of 

between £300 and £500 with a preference for the higher figure.  The Architect/landscaper had 

prepared a site preparation plan but total costs for the scheme had not yet been assessed.  The 

invoices for both Valuer and Architect needed to be settled prior to formal application for the main 

grant. Those were £317.25 and £211.50 respectively.  These payments would, of course, be included 

in the grant application. 

4/4 Parish Hall 

The planning application for an extension to the present hall was due to be considered by the 

District Council on 10th. September.  However, the Clerk had been assured that it was most likely to 

be approved.  Following approval it was intended to hold an open meeting of village residents to 

make a formal presentation of the plan and invite comments.   

5/ PLANNING MATTERS 

5/1 Applications.  There were none for consideration.  R Gawthropp Signature 

5/2 Decisions received – Approvals. 

N98 1604F Mr. & Mrs. D. Rogers, 18, Vale Leaze – Erection of pitched roof to garage extension & 

erection of conservatory. 



 

6/ FINANCE 

6/1 Invoices for payment approval.   

Retrospective 

North Wilts District Council – Planning application Hall extension  £95.00 

L. Somerford Parish Hall – hire       £ 8.00 

R. Brind – 1st Half Year Play Area maintenance     £62.00 

Current 

North Wilts District Council – Supply of play bark    £58.75 

Brinkworth Parish Council – Photocopies     £ 6.85 

L. Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire      £ 8.00 

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

6/2 Clerk’s Salary 

Following negotiations between the Association for Local Councils and the Society of Local Council 

Clerks the salary of the clerk from 1st. April 1998 was advised to be £481.26, an increase of £9.36 per 

annum. 

The recommended rate was agreed by the members. 

7/  PARISH CEMETERY. 

7/1 Interments.  There were none to report. 

7/2 Memorial/Inscription applications  None had been received. 

7/3 General.   Mr. M. Scott undertook to fell the dead elm trees in the Meadow Lane hedge.  Mr. 

Don Heal would probably assist him. 

The Chairman would contact Mr. M. Fowles regarding the hedge cutting. 

8/ OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   

Mr. G. Barnes reported a faulty street light at the top of the Hill; also that the bus stop sign was 

obscured by an overgrown hedge. 

The public footpath sign for FP 8 was missing at its western extremity. 

There was a sunken area and pothole in the road surface outside “Ashleigh”. 

It was also pointed out that the street light outside The Old Post House had been out of action for 

some time. 

The Clerk would report all of these matters to the relevant departments. 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 

The next regular meeting is set for 10th. November at 7.00 pm. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 10 Nov   

 


