
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Tuesday, 10th November, 1998 at The Parish Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr R. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Messrs. M. Barnes, 

P. Brown and M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  These were received from Councillor G. Barnes. 

3. MINUTES   

The minutes of the regular council meeting held on 7th. September, 1998, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those who had been present and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES. 

4.1.   Highways.  Correspondence from Mrs. Carole Soden, County Councillor, had advised that a 

rather negative response had been received from The Minister for Roads to the County 

recommendation for consideration of the establishment of a continental type of rural traffic speed 

control.  

A letter from Mr. Milton of Aynsley House expressed great concern at the continued erosion of the 

grass bank and verge outside his property by Westbound traffic negotiating the road bend, many at 

high speed.  Upon receipt of this letter the Clerk had contacted the County Council and a site 

meeting with the assistant Highway engineer was being arranged. 

Other outstanding promised improvements would be discussed at this meeting. 

4.2. Play Area.  Mr. R. Brind had advised that the concrete surround of the infants sand pit was 

too large and solid to be removed by hand.  Mechanical assistance would be needed and the work 

would involve the digging up of a large piece of ground.  He was not prepared to undertake the 

work.  Following a suggestion that the pit be filled in and an alternative site found, it was agreed this 

should be done, probably in early Spring.. 

The grant of £200 from the District Leisure Services Division had not yet been taken up.  The Clerk 

urged that further safety work such as fencing repair be carried out so that the grant could be 

claimed.  The Chairman would obtain a further supply of chain link wire for the purpose. 

4.3. Millenium Projects.  Councillor M. Barnes reported on progress with the Parish Cemetery 

Garden of Remembrance.  Plot sites had been marked out, sand and shingle laid and a lavender 

hedge surround had been planted.  Further work would be carried out in the Spring.  He was 

thanked for his efforts and, in turn, thanked several ladies for their help with the hedge planting.  

The gift of a public seat had been promised by Mr. R. Davis and Miss J. Buckton, 

The Clerk reported on the Millenium Green project.  Application for the initial grant to cover costs 

for the primary work of land valuation had site preparation plants had now been made and its 

receipt was anticipated within weeks.  In the meantime the main application for grant aid was being 

prepared and the application for registration of the Green as a charitable trust. 

4.4. Little Somerford Parish Hall    R W Gawthropp Signature 

The planning application for the proposed extension had been approved.  An open meeting had 

taken place at which parishioners from both Somerford parishes were up-dated with information.  

Bearing in mind the weather the meeting was reasonably well attended.  

A grant of £500 had been received from Lloyds/TSB Foundation.  Further grant aid was likely to be 

advised in the New Year, 

The Clerk, as Hall treasurer advised that an anonymous donation of £500 had been paid into Parish 

Council accounts for use in modernising and renovating the ‘Village’ Hall.  He would be asking for its 

transfer to Hall accounts. 

Following an enquiry regarding the disposal of the balance of the old Joint Village Hall Steering 



Committee’s funds, the Clerk would make contact with the Committee treasurer to clarify the 

situation. 

5. PLANNING. 

5.1. Applications.  There was one for consideration:- 

N98 2260 OL – Mr. & Mrs. Payne, Crispin Cottage – Outline permission for dwelling. 

The application was for erection of a dwelling on a site between Crispin Cottage and Medrums at 

The Hill, Little Somerford.  Years ago, the ground had been occupied by a cottage, part of which still 

remained. 

It was considered that, due to the special circumstances, the erection of a small dwelling could be 

regarded as a basic infill which would not create a precedent for any further ribbon development on 

the Hill. 

The application was supported unanimously.   

5.2. Decisions received – Approvals. 

N98 1598F – Little Somerford Parish Council – Parish Hall extension. 

Refusal. 

N98 1453 – Mr. & Mrs. Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Construction of orangery with internal Swimming 

pool, River bridge. 

6. FINANCE 

6.1. Bank Account Statement.  The Clerk reported a gross Treasurer’s account balance of £3590.  

However, when both Garden of Remembrance and Parish Hall donation monies were allowed for, 

the nett balance was £2827.37. 

Looking forward to the financial year end he anticipated a carried forward balance of approx.. 

£2000. 

6.2. Invoices for payment approval.   

Retrospective 

G, Jenkins – Quarter year salary to 30-9-98     £122.66 

R. & P. Shepherd – Transfer of payment (FlowerFestivalPrize)   £ 15.00 

M. Barnes – Greatfield Nurseries (Garden of remembrance)   £143.59 

A.C. Nurden – Sand, Shingle – paving stones (G. of Remembrance)  £ 87.10 

M. Heal – 2nd. ½ year Cemetery maintenance     £200.00 

Valuation Office Agency – valuation fee (Millenium Green)   £317.25 

Margaret Maxwell – Consultant, Millenium Green    £211.50 

Westonbirt Aboretum – Shrubs – (G. of Remembrance)    £114.89 

Greatfield Nurseries -      “     “    “       “     £ 11.79 

Current 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Hire (Millenium Committee)   £  8.00 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting Hire     £  8.00 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Transfer of Donation    £500.00 

The Clerk reported that, after consulting the Chairman and some parish councillors, he had obtained 

a quantity of necessary office stationery at a low sale cost by combining the order with that of 

Brinkworth Parish Council.  The necessary payment to be made to Brinkworth Parish Council was 

£17.00.    R Gawthropp signature 

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

6.3. Parish Precept – 1999. Following discussion in respect of additional election costs during the 

coming year it was proposed by Councillor Mrs. L. Boulton and seconded by Councillor P. Brown that 

the precept be increased for one year by £300 to £2500.  This was agreed unanimously. 



6.4. Signatory for bank cheques.  In his capacity as Responsible Financial Officer and following a 

proposition from Councillor M. Barnes seconded by Councillor M. Scott it was unanimously agreed 

that the Parish Clerk be included as a signatory for bank cheques. 

6.5. 1996-1997 Accounts Audit.  Approval had been received from the District Audit. 

7.  PARISH CEMETERY. Interments.  Two had taken place: 

H. & C. Matthews – The Late Kathleen Porter -18th. September 1998 

H. & C. Matthews – The Late Hilda Lucy Porter -30th. October 1998. 

PARISH CEMETERY    contd …. 

 

7.1. Memorial/Inscription Applications.   None to report. 

7.2. General.    

Councillor M. Barnes reported that the frontage of the cemetery was in need of repair and 

repainting.  The stonework of the frontage wall needed repointing and both gates and railings neede 

repainting.  This matter to be discussed further at the next regular meeting. 

Mrs. Baines of Pound House would be thanked for the hedge trimming carried out in Meadow Lane. 

Laurel bushes needed trimming back in the cemetery and Councillor Brown volunteered to deal with 

the one nearer to the site of the Garden of Remembrance, 

Councillor M. Scott reported that a request to plant a tree in memory of Mrs. Hilda Porter had been 

made by her daughter.  He would consult further with her in this matter. 

8. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   

Councillor Brown was of the opinion that a certain amount of confusion existed in respect of the 

whereabouts of Nos 1 to 8 The Street, Little Somerford.  Since the dwellings had previously been The 

Council Houses and The Street extended throughout the whole village it was agreed that a clear 

indication of their situation was needed.  The Clerk would contact the residents concerned to 

discover their feelings on the matter. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

The next meeting is due to take place on 12th. January 1999. 

 

Signed R Gawthropp   Date 12 Jan 

 


