
The Annual General Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council took place on Tuesday, 11th. May, 

1999 at The Parish Hall, Little Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr R.W. Gawthropp. Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, Mrs. P. Jenkins, Mrs. D. Sharp, 

Messrs. M. Barnes, M. Scott and I. Wigmore. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  These were received from County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden. 

3. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE.  These were made and signed by all councillors 

present.  The Chairman specially welcomed the new Members. 

4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

4.1 Chairman  It was proposed by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mrs. Jenkins that Mr. R. Gawthropp be 

elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.  In the absence of any other nomination Mr. 

Gawthropp was unanimously elected. 

4.2 Vice Chairman  The Chairman, Mr. Gawthropp, proposed Mrs. Boulton be elected Vice 

Chairman.  This was seconded by Mrs. Sharp and there being no further nomination Mrs. Boutlon 

was declared vice chairman. 

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES    L. Boulton Signature 

Planning – Parish Cemetery – Rights of Way 

Mrs. Boulton proposed the whole Council should act in matters concerning all three committees.  

Mr. Scott seconded. Agree unanimously. 

In matters of Rights of Way Mr. Barnes would liaise with the Area Footpath Warden on behalf of the 

Parish Council. 

6. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES. 

6.1 Public Transport  It was hoped Mr. P. Brown would continue in this capacity.  The Clerk 

would make enquiries. 

6.2 Malmesbury Area Committee  It was agreed that the Chairman should represent the Council 

on this new Committee. 

7. MINUTES.   

The minutes of the last regular meeting (23rd. March 1999) and those of the planning meeting of 

13th. April 1999, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, agreed by those who were 

present and signed by the Chairman. 

8. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.     

8.1 Highways  The Clerk reported that the Area Highway Surveyor was to arrange a firm date for 

the work of kerbing the village green.  It was also agreed to fix a date for a site meeting with him 

regarding the damaged verge near Aynsley House and other highway matters. 

8.2 Public Rights of Way.  The Footpath Warden had advised the Parish Clerk of his intention to 

restore the definitive route of right of way FP3 from East End Lane in a Northerly direction.  The 

Matter was put on temporary hold in view of the work entailed. 

 8.3 Children’s Play Area.   Safety and refilling work had taken place in respect of the sand pit.  

Thanks were expressed to a neighbour resident, Mr. Turner who had assisted with the work and 

supplied the replacement sand. 

Patching work had also been carried out on the fence surround.  Thanks to the Chairman, Mr. M. 

Scott and Mr. P. Brown.  It was generally agreed that plans should be made for a part, or even 

complete renewal of the fence.  The Clerk would obtain estimated costs.  The Clerk reported that 

Mr. Hay of The Old Rectory had promised to make an automatic closing device for the gate. 

8.4 Nos. 1 to 8, The Street  The proposal for the renaming of these houses had been advertised 

by the District Council.  No objections had been reported to date. 

8.5 Millenium Projects  Mr. Barnes reported that a suitable public seat was being sought for the 

Garden of Remembrance scheme; Mr. Brian Merriman was proceeding with the construction of an 



oak cross. 

The Clerk reported that land transfer documents had been exchanged by the solicitors acting in 

respect of the Millenium Village Green.  A small handing over ceremony would be arranged once the 

June election had taken place. 

9. PLANNING 

9.1 Applications   There were none for consideration. 

9.2 Decisions received   Approvals. 

N99 0411 Ful – Mrs. Turner, 23 Vale Leaze – Erection of conservatory. 

10. FINANCE 

10.1 Statement of accounts 

The Clerk, as Responsible Financial Officer submitted a statement of the Council’s accounts for the 

year ended 31st. March 1999. 

The adoption of these accounts was proposed by Mrs. P. Jenkins and seconded by Mr. M. Barnes.  

The proposition was agreed unanimously. 

10.2 Invoices for payment approval      Retrospective 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire     £  8.00 

Current 

Cornhill Insurance – Annual premium      £143.74 

Wilts. Association of Local Councils – Subscription    £ 68.43 

All of the above listed accounts were agreed for payment. 

11.  PARISH CEMETERY  

11.1 Interments.  None had taken place since the last meeting  

11.2 Memorial/Inscription Applications   None had been received since the last meeting. 

113 General   It was estimated that approx.. 5 cubic metres of gravel would be needed to re-

surface the main path.  Mr. Scott would obtain an estimate of the cost. 

It appeared that Messrs. Hussey & Greenhow of Melksham had not received the Parish Council’s 

letter of 27th. March accepting a tender for the work of repairing the front railings.  The Clerk would 

send another copy. 

The Clerk reported that Mr. R. Frayling had been unable to clear the ditch in Meadow Lane.  He had 

been involved in an accident and was still receiving medical attention. 

Dead elm trees had not been removed from the hedge and Mr. Don Heal was thanked for his work in 

respect of this. 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mr. James Gray, our local MP had apologised for his inability to attend this meeting; also the one in 

July.  The Clerk would advise him of the date of the September meeting. 

The first Area Committee Meeting for the Malmesbury group of Parishes was to be held on 16th. 

June at Sherston.  An agenda would be available prior to this meeting. 

13. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION.   

Mrs. Sharp referred to the establishment of flower troughs at Village entrances, on the Millenium 

projects suggested by Little Somerford Women’s Institute.  Could the Parish Council maintain them?  

The Clerk would refer to Mr. Brind regarding this and Mrs. Sharp would consult with the W.I. for any 

further details. 

The next regular meeting was arranged for Tuesday, 14th. September. 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

Signed L Boulton    Date 12.7.99 


