
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Wednesday, 15th. September, 1999 at The Parish Hall, Little 

Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Diane Sharp, 

Messrs. M. Barnes, M. Scott and I. Wigmore. 

Also present was James Gray MP together with Mr. T. R. Sturgis, District Councillor. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton. 

The Chairman welcomed the local Member of Parliament James Gray and District Councillor Toby 

Sturgis to the meeting and thanked them for taking the time to do so. 

3. MINUTES    

The minutes of the meeting which took place on the 12th. July 1999, having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.     

4.1 Highways The County Highways Department advised that County contractors had been 

specifically instructed to carry out the outstanding work of kerbing the Green and the verge at the 

eastern end of The Street. 

With the establishing of 20 mph speed limits in certain restricted areas it was now more important 

than ever to renew efforts to secure a 30 mph limit for Little Somerford. 

4.2 Public Rights of Way 

Missing signposts had been reported to the footpaths warden.  The Clerk was advised to ensure that 

Mr. Meakin, The Cottage, East End Lane was informed when work was due to commence on the re-

routing of FP3 over his land. 

Mr. Sturgis reported that a stile on FP 7 ad been wrongly sited.  The Clerk would inform the footpath 

warden. 

4.3 RAF Lyneham-Civic Visit 

Councillors reported on an enjoyable and interesting visit.  The Clerk would convey their thanks to 

the Station Public Relations Officer. 

4.4 Council Standing Orders 

The Clerk would provide a draft for consideration at the next regular Council meeting. 

4.5. Play Area   The Clerk had been in touch with the Head of District Leisure Services and was 

reasonably confident of significant grant aid for the work of renewing the boundary fence. 

4.6 Millennium Projects 

The dedication of the Garden of Remembrance had been arranged for 11.00 am in 23rd. October.  A 

short service would be conducted by the Revd. Guy Oswald. 

4.7 Wiltshire County Structure Plan – 2011 

A public examination of this plan was due to take place in Swindon on 9th. November.  Of primary 

concert to the Parish was the level and direction of the growth of Swindon in the years ahead.  Mr 

Sturgis asked the Council to give some thought to a plan for a Park & Ride to be established 

immediately to the West of the M4 exit No. 16 on the Norther side of the Wootton Bassett road.  

The Clerk would contact all councillor for their individual opinions. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications   There were none for consideration. R Gawthropp signature 

5.2 Decisions received   Approval 

N99 1268Ful – Mr. Russel, 8, The Street- House extensions to Nos. 7 & 8   

Refusals   N99 13750ut – Mr .P. Miles- Land adj. The Cherries – Erection of dwelling 

N99 1412Ful – Mr. & Mrs. Dyson, Kingmead Mill – Construction of tennis court. 



N99 1616 Cou – Messrs R. J. & D. L. Lyne, Hill House – Siting of mobile home. 

 

Planning contd …. 

5.3 Notice of Appeal 

Mr.& Mrs. J. Dyson against refusal of planning permission re. N981453F- construction of 

Orangery/Swimming Pool 

5.4 General 

The unauthorised sitting of a caravan as a dwelling to the grounds of Hill House was discussed.  The 

Clerk reported that the relevant planning officer was aware of the situation and was dealing with it. 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Statement of Accounts  The Clerk reported a bank balance of £3277 and with the maturing 

of a 1 year bond, a building society balance of £537.50. 

With the second half of the precept due the estimated balances to be carried over at 31st. March 

2000 should be approx.. £3500. 

6.2 Invoices for payment approval 

Retrospective 

Somerfords Parish Newsletter – donations     £ 20.00 

Haileywood Sawmills – Public seat- Garden of Remembrance   £211.50 

A. C. Nurden – Shingle etc.. Garden of Remembrance    £ 52.43 

North Wilts District Council – May election expenses    £453.00 

Hussey & Greenhow – Repair to cemetery railings    £211.27 

Michael Barnes – Sundry Garden of Remembrance purchases   £ 96.75 

Current 

R. Brind – 1st. Half year play area + 2 graves maintenance   £ 66.00 

m. Heal – 2nd. Half year cemetery maintenance     £210.00 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire     £  8.00 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk- quarter year salary to 30/9/99    £120.30 

All of the above accounts were agreed for payment. 

6.3 Annual Audit  The audit of accounts, books and documents for the 1998/99 financial year 

was to take place at Malmesbury between 19th. October and 18th. November.  The usual notices are 

being displayed on the notice boards. 

6.4 Half Yearly Internal Audit  This will be carried out by the Chairman and Councillor I. Wigmore 

during the week commencing 11th. October. 

6.5 Insurance Cover for property  This had been uprated to read as follows:- 

Bus Shelter    £2500.00 

Playground Equipment   £1500.00 

Public Seat    £  200.00 

Notice Boards (2)   £  250.00 

There had been no increase in premium payable – at least for the current year. 

7. PARISH CEMETERY   R Gawthropp signature 

7.1 Interments  None had taken place. 

7.2 Memorial Applications  One had been approved:- 

Young Johnson – re the late Eva Winfred Buckton 

7.3 Added inscription applications  Two had been approved:- 



Highworth Memorials – re. the late Kathleen Elizabeth Gawthropp 

Highworth Memorials – re. the late Hilary Sybella Stratton. 

7.4 General Re-furbishment.  The Clerk was authorised to confer with Mrs. Eileen Webb 

regarding the materials necessary for the preparation and re-painting of the gate and railings, 

Re-surfacing of the main path was deferred until next Spring. 

7.5 Meadow Lane Ditch  Councillor M. Barnes and the Clerk had met with Mr. R. Frayling on site 

and apart from the uncovering of the main drain close to the road the work of digging was almost 

completed. 

8. VILLAGE APPRAISAL   Councillor Wigmore was invited to speak on this matter.  He stressed 

the importance of liaising with all sections of the community and local groups & organisations.  

Together with Councillor Diane Sharp he agreed to make the initial contacts and prepare a draft over 

the months ahead. 

9. ADDRESS 

The Chairman invited James Gray MP to address the meeting. He did so briefly paying tribute to the 

work of parish councils in general whilst decrying the apparent lack of understanding shewn by 

national government for the rural communities and their way of life. 

He expressed his belief that a national system of rural traffic speed restrictions should be established 

similar to that operating in many countries on the European continent. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 21.10 hours. 

The next regular meeting is to take place on 25th. November. 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp    Date 25 Nov 1999 


