
Little Somerford Parish Council met on 25th. January 2000 at Little Somerford Parish Hall. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. Lyn Boulton, Pam Jenkins & Diane Sharp, 

Messrs. M. Barnes, M. Scott and I. Wigmore. 

2. MINUTES   The minutes of the regular council meeting of 25th. November 1999 and the 

planning meeting of 16th. January 2000, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, 

confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman. 

3. MATTERS ARISING     

3.1 Highways The directional handing post for the village green was still in the process of 

construction.  It was hoped it would be in place on the Green before the next regular meeting. 

The Clerk would make an appointment to meet the County Highways Surveyor on site to discuss 

outstanding works and maintenance items already promised for action. 

Wessex Water had been informed of surface water on the pedestrian footway opposite Church Farm 

entrance apparently caused by a leakage within the curtilage of Pound House. 

Complaints regarding the state of the road surface at Meadow Lane together with water drainage 

problems would be communicated to the Highway Surveyor. 

A complaint in respect of business advertising on highway land was deferred for possible future 

consideration. 

3.2 Play Area   Mr. R. Brind had advised that he would not be tendering for the work of grass 

maintenance and other tenders would be sought prior to the March meeting. 

The overgrown hedge on the northern boundary would need cutting back to avoid further damage 

to the chain link fence. 

The Clerk having consulted the District Leisure Services, informed that the District Council would 

only fund 20% of the cost of any project and not 25% as previously advised. 

3.3 Public Rights of Way.  There had been no response from the County Council regarding 

replacement signposts needed for FP7 and FP8. 

It was understood that damage caused to a hedge stile on FP 9 near Kingsmead House would be 

repaired by the landowner concerned. 

A supply of oath waymarkers was needed by Mr. Barnes. 

3.4 Millennium Village Green.  The Clerk had met Mr. Paul Gerrard of Wiltshire County Council 

in an attempt to clear up the confusion caused by claims of highway rights.  The work of forging the 

wrought iron sign framework was almost completed and the artist had begun work on the sign itself. 

3.5 Standing Orders   Copies of the draft orders would be supplied to each councillor and final 

wording of the orders could be approved at the March meeting. 

4. PLANNING       

4.1 Applications  None were available for discussion.  R Gawthropp Signature 

4.2 Decisions received.  None had been advised. 

4.3 Appeal Decision.  

The Inspector for the Department of the Environment had allowed the appeal in respect of N99 

1375OUT and against its refusal by North Wilts. District Council.  This was for one dwelling on land 

adjacent to “The Cherries”, the Hill, Little Somerford. 

4.4, Planning Correspondence.  The Clerk read letters sent, regarding applications N99 0721 and 

0723 for housing development at Church Farm and relocation of the existing farmyard. 

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Invoices for payment approval.   

Retrospective 

G. Jenkins- Clerk ¼ year salary + 9 months raise to 31st. December 1999  £140.65 

Viking Direct Ltd, - Purchase of Office photocopier    £296.04 



Little Somerford Parochial Church Council – 50% Churchyard upkeep  £105.00 

Current 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk – Sundry expenses 12 months ended 31-12-99  £ 63.87 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting Hire     £  8.00  

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

It was also agreed to renew a subscription for the supply of The Local Council Review. 

5.2 Precept 2000 Confirmation of the precept at £2200.00 was proposed by Mr. M. Barnes and 

seconded by Mrs. P. Jenkins.  Agreed unanimously. 

5.3 Bank Balances 

At the date of the meeting these stood as follows:- 

 Lloyds TSB Treasurer’s Account   £3004.57 

 Portman Building Society   £ 537.50 

6. PARISH CEMETERY 

6.1 Interments    

Three had taken place:- 

Burnham Funeral Services – re the late Gladys May Rose   23rd. December 1999 

H. & C. Matthews – re the late Reginald Ernest House   24th. December 1999 

H. & C. Matthews – re the late William Henry Vines   11th. January 2000 

6.2 Memorial / Inscription Applications.   

None had been received. 

6.3 Grasscutting 2000   

One tender had been received. 

Mr. M. Heal had submitted a quotation of £420.00 for the season.  This was the same figure as his 

1999 charge.  The tender was accepted unanimously following a proposal by the Chairman seconded 

by Mr. Scott. 

6.4 Burial & Associated Fees. 

These will be reviewed at the March meeting. 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

Wiltshire County Council had advised of an increase in the percentage element of grants towards the 

cost of new bus shelters. 

North Wiltshire District Council invited suggestions within the parish for the identification of any 

new crossings & paths which could be used for the encouragement of more walking and cycling. 

The Clerk had nominated the Chairman for the 2000 Royal Garden Party draw. 

8. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

Councillors Messrs M. Barnes & M. Scott enquired whether a meeting of allotment plot holders 

could be arranged.  Members voiced no objections and the Clerk was instructed to organise this. 

Councillor Mr. I. Wigmore raised the matter of county and parish crime rates and also their 

successful detection – or otherwise. 

Mr. Charles Fraser, the Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator would be asked to provide the 

information. 

Councillor Mrs. D. Sharp advised that a draft report was being prepared by the Area Community 

Planning Committee. 

The stare of the raised footway near Great Somerford was a matter of some concern.  The Clerk 

would remind the County authorities of the situation.   

Cases of trees and shrub overgrowth interfering with pedestrian footways were reported. 

 



There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp    Date 28 March 2000 


