The Annual Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council was held on Monday, 22". May 2000 at the
Parish Hall, Little Somerford.

1. PRESENT Mr. R. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. Lyn Boulton, Pam Jenkins, Diane Sharp, Messts.
M. Barnes, M. Scott and I. Wigmore.

Also present were County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden, District Councillor Mr. T. R. Sturgis and Mr.
B. Birkin-Hewitt.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None to report.
3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

3.1 Chairman Mrs. L. Boulton assumed the Chair and called for nominations. Following a
proposal from Mrs. Jenkins seconded by Mr. Barnes Mr. R. Gawthropp was elected unanimously. He
duly signed his declaration of acceptance of the office and resumed in the Chair.

3.2 Vice Chairman The Chairman proposed and Mrs. Jenkins seconded that Mrs. Boulton serve
in this capacity. This was carried unanimouslsy.

4, ELECTION OF COMMITTEES.

4.1 Planning It was agreed the whole Council should comprise this committee.

4.2 Public Rights of Way The whole Council should comprise this committee.

4.3 Parish cemetery The whole Council should comprise this committee.

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES.

5.1 Public Transport Mr.Peter Brown would continue in this capacity.

5.2 Police/Community Consultative Committee. Councillor Mrs. Sharp would act as parish
council representative.

53 Malmesbury Area 1 Committee. The Chairman would act as representative.

6. MINUTES The minutes of the meeting which took place on 23™. March 2000, having been

circulated previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the Chairman.
7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.

7.1 Highways Kerbing work outside Aynsley House, promised in March, had not yet been
commenced. Nothing had been done regarding the drainage problems at Meadow Lane. Hazardous
potholes and exposed manhole covers still presented danger to light traffic.

The Chairman reported that the ditch on the east side of the C45(Dauntsey Rd.) had been dug by Mr.
N. Greenwood, the landowner concerned.

7.2 Play Area Mr. Birkin-Hewitt reported that a small committee had been formed to deal with
the process of assembling information, costings etc. with the object of bringing the standard of the
play area up to E.U. requirements. This committee would act under the title of Somerford Play Area
Community Enterprise Scheme (“SPACES”). Mr. Hewitt hoped to have specific costings available for
the next council meeting.

However, he considered that the surface of the children’s slide presented problems of safety in that
some injury could be caused to anyone using this piece of equipment. It was his view the area
should be closed until the fault was corrected. It was with regret that the Council voted
unanimously to close the play area temporarily.

District Councillor Mr. T.R. Sturgis informed the meeting that certain significant funds existed within
the North Wilts. District Council to warrant an application for grant aid from the Parish Council. The
Clerk would see to this.

The meeting adjourned at 20.10 hrs to make way for the Annual Parish Meeting.

The Council meeting was resumed at 21.00 hrs. R Gawthropp Signarure

MATTERS ARISING contd.....
7.3 Rights of Way. The Clerk reported that the County Footpath Warden had insufficient man-



power to erect signposts to replace those missing on footpaths 8 & 6. He would try to have the
posts delivered so that they could be erected locally using voluntary labour.

7.4 Millennium Village Green. The Clerk stated that procedures for the stopping up of highway
rights over the Green had now been established.

Unfortunately it would take between four and five months to achieve final confirmation of the
stopping up order. Only then could the land be properly registered and payment of grant aid applied
for. In the meantime significant costs had been incurred and some invoices remained unpaid. He
appealed to the Council for a short term loan of £1000 to be repaid before 31%. December 2000,
such a loan to be the subject of a properly prepared agreement signed by both parties i.e. Little
Somerford Parish Council and Little Somerford Village Green Charitable Trust. Following a proposal
by Councillor Barnes, seconded by Councillor Wigmore it was unanimously agreed to make the loan
subject to the above conditions. The Clerk, as project organiser, thanked the Council for their
consideration in respect of this matter.

7.5 Standing Orders. Formal approval of the Council’s standing orders was given.

7.6 Parish allotments. Following a recent meeting of plot holder it was agreed that they should
meet once a year in the last week of January. A small list of requirements to be observed by all plot
holders would be prepared prior to 2001.

7.7 Recycling Collection containers. The Area County Highways Surveyor had expressed no
objections to a site at the very large lay-by opposite Coach House Farm. However, his immediate
superior had expressed some doubt and the Clerk was trying to arrange a further site meeting.

7.8 Village Design Appraisal. Councillor Wigmore reported that regular meetings of the
committee were taking place. Following a recent appeal for active involvement within the
committee 6 responses had been received; there had been general agreement that a questionnaire
be sent to all village residents, a stand be manned at the Church fete, application for lottery funding
be made and District Council support sought.

8. PLANNING

8.1 Applications There was one for consideration:-

NOO 1092FUL — B. J. Barnett — Erection dwelling adj. to “The Cherries”, The Hill.

This was unanimously opposed on the grounds of over development of the site and and of creating
an overbearing effect on a neighbouring house.

8.2 Decisions received - Approval

NOO 0707FUL — Mr. P. Blakiston, Russel House, The Street — 2 storey extension.

9. FINANCE

9.1 End of Year Statement of Accounts The Clerk made a statement of the Council’s accounts
for the year ended 31°t. March 2000.

Following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. Boulton, seconded by Councillor M. Scott the accounts were
given approval prior to audit.

9.2 Annual Audit It appeared that the Council’s accounts would still need to be audited by the
District Audit of the Audit Commission. As a result of strictures imposed by the Commission no
independent accountant seemed willing to participate in the much publicised Wiltshire pilot study
which allowed the appointment of suitably qualified local accountants.

9.3 Invoices for payment approval Retrospective

G. Chandler — 1%, Grass cut — Play area 15.00
Current R Gawthropp Signature

Cornhill Insurance — Annual premium 182.46
Wiltshire Assn. of Local Councils — Subscriptions 72.69

Little Somerford Parish Hall — Meeting Hire 8.00



Hampshire Assn. of Local Councils — Handbook section S137 4.00
Wessex Water — Supply to parish cemetery 18.57

All of the above invoices were agreed for payment.

10. PARISH CEMETERY

10.1  Interments None had taken place.

10.2  Memorial /Inscription applications. None had been received.

10.3  General The Clerk reported that, following a site meeting, Wessex Water had re-sited the
meeter in Meadow Lane to prevent further damage from agricultural vehicles.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

Mrs. R. Cookson of Manor Farmhouse expressed a wish for the replacement of the village telephone
box with a red one of traditional design; also for consideration of an alternative site. The Clerk
would reply stressing the advantages of the present box and the safety of its site.

There was a nil response to a County Council appeal for a parish civil defence volunteer to cooperate
with County emergency planning.

Wiltshire Community Voluntary Service letters included notification of the next CVS lunch and a
request for donations.

Other general mail, journals and reports were made available for circulation around Council
members,

12. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

Councillor Mrs. Boulton drew attention to possible unauthorised developments involving building
and change of use at Kingsmead House and The Cedars respectively. The Clerk would investigate.

The next regular meeting was arrange for Monday, 24™ July.
There being no further business the meeting was declared closed.

Signed R Gawthropp Date 24 July



