
Little Somerford Parish Council met on Monday, 24th. July 2000  at the Parish Hall, Little Somerford. 

1. PRESENT.  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, P. Jenkins & D. Sharp; 

 Messrs. M. Scott and I. Wigmore 

2. IN MEMORIAM  All present stood in silence as a mark of respect to and in memory of the 

late Councillor Mr. Michael Derek Barnes who had recently did suddenly whilst on holiday.  Tribute 

was paid to his services as a parish councillor, his practical “hands on” attitude exemplified by his 

work in organising and establishing the Garden of Remembrance area at the parish cemetery. 

3. MINUTES   The minutes of the Council’s annual general meeting of 22nd. May 2000, having 

been circulated previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those present and signed by the 

Chairman.                                                                        R Gawthropp Signature 

4. MATTERS ARISING 

4.1 Highways  Following a complaint from the Clerk the Highway contractors had cleared weeds 

from the surface of the pavement between Pound House and the village hall. 

Good work had been carried out by frontages in cutting back overgrown trees & shrubs so that all 

pedestrian footways could be used safely. 

A hole in the road surface close to The Old Station House near Great Somerford would be reported.  

No progress had been made with promised kerbing near Aynsley House.  This matter was first 

discussed with the Area Highway Surveyor some 21 months ago. 

4.2 Play Area   Mr. Birkin-Hewitt had reported that his first application to the National Lottery 

for grant aid had been rejected on the grounds that it was incorrectly presented.  He was re-

submitting the application but did not expect any decision until October/November. 

It was decided to re-open the area provided the slide could be blocked effectively.  Councillor M. 

Scott agreed attend to this and the clerk would obtain some form of fencing material from County 

Highways department. 

The grasscutting contractor would be consulted regarding the clearing of the ditch fronting the play 

area. 

4.3 Millenium Village Green  The parish clerk, as project organiser, had been able to meet the 

cost of a number of outstanding invoices, thanks to the Parish Council loan.  A proportion of the total 

Millenium grant had now been received and 50% of the parish council grant would be repaid in the 

next few days. 

4.4 Recycling Collection Units  Unfortunately neither of the two lay-byes off the B4042 road met 

with the approval of Wiltshire County Council. 

4.5 Village Design Appraisal  Councillor I. Wigmore reported that, as a result of an appeal, the 

membership of the committee had increased to 10.  The completed village survey questionnaires 

were being assessed & analysed.  It was the intention of the committee to hold an Open Day at the 

Village Hall soon after the completion of building work. 

4.6 Telephone Box  The Clerk had replied to a resident’s enquire explaining the reason for the 

siting of this box at its present location. 

5. CASUAL VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Following the sad death of Councillor Michael Barnes it would be necessary to elect his replacement.  

However the Clerk had delayed informing the District authority to allow for the passage of a short 

period of time as a mark of respect.  If necessary a full public election could take place.  This would 

probably cost the Parish several hundred pounds.  Naturally no provision had been made for this 

when the precept was agreed at the beginning of the year.  

6. PLANNING MATTERS      

61 Applications  There were four for consideration.:- 

N00 1579FUL  C. Brown & S. Hargreave, “Innisfree”, The Hill – Convert garage to dining room, form 



room in roof space. 

Supported with no objections. 

N00 1633COU  Mr. & Mrs. R. Collett- The Forge Bungalow – Convert stables to dwelling. 

Opposed.  Proposed dwelling or inappropriate style, backland development, close proximity of listed 

buildings- inadequacy of existing sewage pipe> 

N00 1669FUL  Mr. B. J. Barnett – Dwelling/detached garage – site adjacent to “The Cherries”, The 

Hill. 

Opposed – It was recognised that proposed dwelling had been re-positioned on site.  However no 

effort made to reduce the size to “modest” dimensions. 

N00 1706FUL – Lyne Bros. Partnership – Erection of annexe to residential home.   

Supported with no basic objections.  Extra car parking spaces needed and eastern emergency exit to 

B4042 to be retained solely for emergencies. 

6.2 Decisions received.    Approvals   

N00 0564TCA – Mrs. Baines, Pound House – Tree Surgery. 

N00 0903COU – Mr. Woolcock, Spring House – Change of use land to garden/det. garage. 

6.3 Queries  The Clerk had visited Kingsmead House and reported that the permanent building 

at its rear was not used as a dwelling by mainly for storage.  Grass in the paddock adjacent to “The 

Cedars”, The Street, had been moved; however at present there were no signs of garden creation.  

Situation would be checked from time to time. 

7. FINANCE 

7.1 Millennium Green Loan Agreement  The signed agreement was read to councillors.  The 

Clerk, as project organiser, informed the meeting that half of the loan (£500) was being repaid 

within two days.  He expected to repay the balance within two months. 

7.2 Invoices for payment approval.   Retrospective.      £ 

Little Somerford Millennium Fund (£1000 short term loan)   1000.00 

G. Chandler – 1st. Grass cut of Church bank          10.00 

G. Chandler – 3 Play area grasscuts           45.00 

G. Chandler – 2md. & 3rd. grasscuts of Church bank        20.00 

Fantastic Fireworks Ltd. – Millennium celebration      500.00 

G. Jenkins – Clerk’s ¼ year salary to 30th. June 2000       125.39 

M. Heal – 1st. ½ season cemetery grasscutting        210.00 

Current 

North Wilts. District Council – Building regulation inspections     377.18 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire           8.00  

8. PARISH CEMETERY 

8.1 Interments   One had taken place:- 

H. & C. Matthews – re. ashes of the late Michael Derek Barnes – 18th. July 2000 

8.2 Memorial Applications.   3 had been approved:- 

James Long (Masons) – re. the late Florence Lilian May House 

James Long (Masons( - re. the late Kate Amelia House and Reginald Ernest House 

James Long (masons) – re. the late Michael Derek Barnes 

8.3 Review of Burial and Associated Fees 

See separate sheet for details. 

8.4 General  It was agreed that the Council should meet on site at the cemetery on 6th. August at 

10.00 hrs. in order to discuss the matters regarding a potentially dangerous tree, the siting of a 

Millenium Yew tree and the general state of the cemetery. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 



Licence transfer for “Simply Oz” public house, Civic visit to RAF Lyneham, Malmesbury Town Council 

web site & Local Govt. Bill 2000 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp    Date 23 Oct 


