Little Somerford Parish Council met on Monday, 23™. October, 2000 at The Parish Hall, Little
Somerford.

1. PRESENT. Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. L. Boulton, P. Jenkins, D. Sharp,
Messrs. C. McAuliffe and . Wigmore

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE These were received from Mr. M. Scott.

3. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE Mr. McAuliffe, as successful candidate at the recent election,

signed his declaration of acceptance of the office of Parish Councillor. He was formally welcomed to
the meeting by the Chairman.

4. MINUTES Minutes of the regular council meeting of 24™. July 2000, the site meeting of 6.
August 2000 and the planning meeting of 16", September, 2000, having been circulated previously,
were taken as read, confirmed by those who were present and signed by the Chairman.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

5.1 Highways The County Council had given an assurance in July 1999 that the work of kerbing
the verge outside Aynsley House would be carried out. Some 15 months had now passed without
any action being taken. The Clerk would press for immediate attention to this matter. At the same
time various dangerous potholes would be reported. Councillor Mrs. Sharp drew attention to the
encroachment of the bank on to the footway surface between Pound House Cottage and the Parish
Hall.

5.2 Public Rights of Way Following the sad death of Mr. M. Barnes it was necessary to appoint a
new footpath representative for the Parish. The Clerk would invite Mr. Stuart Frayling to take over
this responsibility.

The Clerk reported he had taken delivery of two replacement footpath signposts. Councillor Mrs.
Boulton reported a stile down at Kingsmead on footpath no. 11; also a heavy stone under the stile
on footpath no. 2 which affected the free passage of dogs accompanying walkers.

53 Play Area The contractor had cleared the ditch of weeds which had been bagged and stored
within the play area. The Clerk would arrange for their removal by the District Council.

As yet there had been no response to the National Lottery grant aid application submitted by
“SPACES”. Mr. Birkin Hewitt would be absent from the Village for some months. In the meantime
both Mrs. Hewitt and Councillor McAuliffe would be dealing with matters relating to this committee.
5.4 Millenium Green The Clerk reported that ratification of the ‘stopping up’ order in respect of
highway rights had been postponed to 7*. November. This had been due to the lack of early action
by British Telecom in the making of a proper site inspection.

5.5 Village Design Statement Councillor Wigmore reported that members were now individually
assembling information relative to the various aspects of the character of Little Somerford. Each
would report on his/her specific assignment at the next committee meeting.

6. PLANNING R W Gawthropp signature

6.1 Applications There were two for consideration:-

NOO 2346FUK — B. J. Barnett — Site at “The Cherries”, The Hill.

This proposed the demolition of an established bungalow and the erection of a 4/5 bedroomed
house with detached double garage.

Whilst recognising the merit of the style of the proposed new dwelling the Council generally
deplored the demolition of an established 3 bedroom bungalow. The erection or a large 4/5
bedroom house was considered to create an over-development of the site and the application was
strongly opposed.

NOO 2341FUL & NOO 2342LBC — Mr. & Mrs. J. Dyson, Kingsmead Mill

The application proposed conversion of an existing log store to an artist’s studio. It was noted that




the intended conversion would create a significantly larger building. It was however, supported for
the sole us as an artist’s studio.

Planning contd .....
6.2 Decisions received Approvals

NOO 1135FUL & 1136LBC — Mrs. P. Pooley, Somerford House — Conversion stables to dwelling.

NOO 1633COU — Mr. & Mrs. R. Collett, Forge Mill Bungalow — Conversion stables to dwelling

NOO 1155COU — Mr. G. Dyer, 3, The Hill - Change of use agricultural to horses; construction stables
etc..

NOO 1669FUL — Mr. B. J. Barnett — Site at The Cherries — Erection dwelling/detached Garage.
Concern was expressed regarding the haste with which a District Council decision was made in
respect of NOO 1669. The Clerk would write in strong terms to the Head of Development Control.
6.3 General Information of preservation orders affecting 7 trees at Hill House had been
received.

6.4 Unauthorised Development A final letter was to be sent to Mr. D. Gleed by the District
Planning department demanding early removal of old motor van tops etc... from the paddock
adjacent to Aynsley House. An enforcement notice would follow in the event of non compliance
with the terms of this letter.

7. FINANCE

7.1 Annual Audit The audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for the year ended 31%. March 2000
had been completed satisfactorily. The memorandum of minor matters arising was read to the
meeting and the certificate signed by the Chairman. Notice of closure of the audit had been on
public display and a copy of this had been sent to the auditor. Following a proposal by Councillor
Mrs. Boulton, seconded by Councillor Wigmore the Council formally approved adoption of the
accounts following audit.

7.2 Invoices for Payment Approval. Retrospective.

G. Chandler — Play area 3 cuts, Church bank 1 cut 55.00
G. Chandler — Play area 2 cuts, church bank 2 cuts,

clearing weeds from ditch 130.00
G. Jenkins — Parish clerk - % year salary to 30/9/00 125.38
M. Heal — 2" . % year of cemetery maintenance 210.00
Viking Direct — Photocopier cartridge + sundry stationery 91.03
G. Chandler — Play area 2 cuts, Church bank 1 cut 40.00
G. Jenkins — Typewriter ribbon cassette/pens (D.A.C. stationery) 491
Current

Little Somerford Parish Hall — Meeting hire 8.00
G. Jenkins — 9 months sundry expenses to 30/9/00 49.43
Parish Newsletter — Donation 20.00

R W Gawthropp signature
All of the above invoices were approved for payment.
7.3 Half Year Internal Audit for 6 months to 30/9/00
This had been carried out by the Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Sharp. The appropriate certificate of
satisfaction had been signed by them.
7.4 Parish Clerk’s Salary
Following a proposal by Councillor Wigmore, seconded by Councillor McAuliffe, the members agreed
to an increase of the clerk’s salary back-dated to 1%. April 2000. This involved a rise of £27.30 to
£528.84 p.annum.




8. PARISH CEMETERY

8.1 Interments Since the last meeting no interments had taken place.

8.2 Memorial & Inscription Applications None had been received.

8.2 General Following the recent site meeting it had been agreed that weed prevention and re-
surfacing of the path was a priority. Work could be carried out in early Spring and the Chairman
would liaise with both Councillor Scott and Mr. Paul Tilley regarding the matter.

9. REPORT Councillor Wigmore reported on his attendance at a Malmesbury Area Committee
when leisure and play are grant aid was discussed. He had formed the impression that insufficient
aid was available when compared with the amount requested in applications and the number of
minor local authorities seeking help.

10. CORRESPONDENCE

The District Council had advised of a consultation re the North Wiltshire Leisure Plan. Councillor
Mrs. Jenkins and the parish clerk agreed to attend.

A letter of thanks had been sent to the Station Commander, R.A.F. Lyneham in respect of the civic
visit to the station on 14™". September.

It was agreed there were no suitable sites within the Village for the “Lifelong Learning Partnership”
mobile V. Display units.

In response to an enquiry from the County Council members were unable to identify any areas of
contaminated land within the Parish.

General mail, journals and reports were made available for circulation around council members.
11. NEXT REGULAR MEETING

This was arranged to take place in the committee room at The Parish Hall on Monday, 27%".
November, 2000, to commence at 7.00 pm promptly.
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed.

Signed R Gawthropp Date 27 Nov



