
A Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council took place on Monday, 27th. November 2000 at Little 

Somerford Parish Hall. 

1. PRESENT  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Lyn Boulton, Pam Jenkins, Diane 

Sharp and  Messrs. C. McAuliffe, M. Scott and I. Wigmore 

Also present was P.C. Tim Peffers, the local police officer. 

2. MINUTES   The minutes of the regular meeting on 23rd. October and those of the planning 

committee meeting of 4th. November, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, 

confirmed by those who were present and signed by the Chairman.  

3. POLICE REPORT  The Chairman welcomed Constable Peffers to the meeting.  In his capacity 

as the local officer he reported that the crime rate within the Parish was one of the lowest in the 

division.  The council members were concerned to learn that the number of police manning the 

Malmesbury station was now as low as 4 constables and 1 sergeant. 

Constable Peffers spoke of the vulnerability of the elderly living alone and praised the work of the 

“Bobby” initiative in providing them with good security locking devices.  He claimed that response 

times were still good following emergency calls made to the Chippenham Station.                                                                        

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Highways  Some road surface patching of potholes had taken place and a few dropped 

kerbstone had been replaced at Vale Leaze.  The bad state of the roads throughout Little Somerford 

and adjoining parishes was deplored.  Pressure would continue to be applied to the County 

Highways Authority in respect of this. 

4.2 Public Rights of Way  It was reported that the damaged stile on FP 11 had been repaired.  A 

stile was missing in FP1.  Clerk will arrange a replacement.  The Clerk reported that Mr. Stuart 

Frayling had agreed to act as public rights of way representative on behalf of the Parish Council. 

4.3 Play Area   A reply was still awaited regarding the funding application made by “SPACES” to 

the National Lotteries Board. 

4.4 Millenium Green  It was now one month since a site meeting with British Telecom took 

place.  A formal agreement document had been promised by B.T. but as yet no forms had been 

received.  As a result the court hearing in respect of the stopping up of highway rights had been 

postponed until 16th. January 2001. 

4.5 Village Design Statement  Councillor Wigmore reported that committee members’ 

information reports were being assembled and studied for their inclusion in a draft statement. 

5 PLANNING    

5.1 Applications  There was one application for consideration:- 

N00 2726OUT – Mr. S. J. Cronin, Yew Tree Farm – Outline application for 2 Dwellings.   

Members had no objections to the granting of outline planning permission for two dwellings.  

However, it should not be presumed that this support extended to approval for the type of dwelling 

detailed on the accompanying plans.  It was noted that any proposed demolition of existing disused 

cattle sheds was not mentioned; also that Yew Tree Farmhouse itself is a listed building. 

5.2 Decisions received      There were none to report.    R W Gawthropp signature 

5.3 General planning queries    

The matter of the unauthorised development adjacent to Aynsley House was still being dealt with by 

the District Planning Enforcement Officer. 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Invoices for Payment Approval.   Retrospective.       

D.A.C. Ltd – 2 Typewriter cassette ribbons          5.86 

Current 

Wessex Water – Supply to parish cemetery         16.05 



Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire           8.00  

Little Somerford Parochial Church Council – 50% Churchyard maintenance 2000     160.00 

    

Both retrospective and current invoice payments  were approved by the Council. 

6.2 Parish Precept – 2001 

Following general discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs. Jenkins that the precept remain at 

2200.  This was seconded by Councillor Wigmore.   

An amendment was put to the vote resulting in a tie with 3 votes for and 3 against – Councillor Mrs. 

Sharp abstaining.  On the withdrawal of her abstention and voting against the amendment, the 

proposition to retain the precept at 2200 was carried by a majority of 4 votes to 3. 

It is stressed that this was for an estimated precept and will need to be confirmed at the next regular 

meeting.   

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments   None had taken place. 

7.2 Memorial / Inscription  None had been received. 

7.2 General  It was hoped that tree surgery work in respect of the Holm oak in the paddock 

would take place early in the New year and re-laying of the main path in early Spring 2001. 

The Clerk would enquire of Mr. Michael Heal whether or not he was able to continue the work of 

grass maintenance during 2001. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE 

Mead-King, solicitors of Bristol, had advised of the impending submission of an application for the 

transfer of the licence in respect of the local public house “Simply Oz” 

Reports and general mail were made available for circulation around council members. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

It was decided that the Parish Council would renew efforts to secure the establishment of a 30 mph 

traffic speed restriction within the Village. 

The official notice board opposite “The Old Orchard” had become dilapidated and in need of repair.  

The Clerk would obtain quotations for the work. 

In order that the directional handing post on the B4042 road could be repaired and painted it would 

be necessary for a temporary replacement to be provided by the County Council.  Clerk to arrange. 

10. NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

This was arranged for Monday, 5th. February, 2001. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp    Date 5 Feb 


