
A Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council took place on Monday, 5th. February at Little Somerford 

Parish Hall. 

1. PRESENT  Mr. R. W. Gawthropp, Chairman, Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Mrs. Diane Sharp  

Messrs. C. McAuliffe, M. Scott and I. Wigmore 

Also present was Mr. S. Frayling, the council’s Rights of Way representative. 

2. APOLOGIES  These were received from parish councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton. 

3. MINUTES   The minutes of the regular council meeting of 27th. November, 2000 and those of 

the planning meeting of 7th. January, 2001 had been circulated previously.  They were taken as read, 

agreed by those and signed by the Chairman.  

4. MATTERS ARISING  

4.1 Highways  The recent persistent flooding of the road beneath the railway bridge on the C66 

had been reported to Ringway Parkman by the County Highways Department at Wootton Bassett.  

Some investigative work had already been carried out.  The Clerk would make arrangements for the 

Chairman and himself to meet the Asst. Highway Technician on site in the Village so that a variety of 

local highway matters could be discussed. 

4.2 Millennium Village Green  At long last the ‘stopping up’ of County highway rights over the 

Green had been given approval by the court.  The land could not be registered on behalf of the 

Village. 

4.3 Village Speed Limit  A strong letter urging the lowering of the village speed limit and the 

establishment of a 30 mph restriction had been send to the County Traffic & Safety Manager.  A 

good response offering support had been received from County Councillor Mrs. Soden with verbal 

support from District Councillor Mr. T.R. Sturgis. 

It was intended that this campaign should provide the main topic of discussion at the Annual Parish 

Meeting on 7th. March. 

4.4 Children’s Play Area   As yet there was no news of a decision regarding the application for 

grant aid from the National Lottery which had been made on behalf of the “SPACES” committee. 

The possibility of raising some matching funding from Malmesbury Carnival committee was 

discussed.  The Clerk would make enquiries. 

4.5 Public Rights of Way  The stile for erection on footpath no. 1 had been delivered and was 

stored at the Clerk’s home.  Two replacement footpath signposts were stored by Councillor Scott at 

Hill Cottage. 

4.6 Village Design Statement  Councillor Wigmore advised that the VDS Committee would be 

inviting parishioners to an Open Day at the village hall for an informative explanation of the 

statement and the necessity for the establishment of a Village Design Statement in the first place. 

4.7 Notice Boards  The board within the bus shelter had been torn down and it was decided not 

to replace it.  Any notices could be fixed to the fabric of the shelter itself. 

An estimate for the repainting of the main board had not yet been obtained. 

5 PLANNING   R W Gawthropp signature 

5.1 Applications  There was one are-submitted application for consideration: 

N00 2734FUL – B. J. Barnett – site at “The Cherries” – Re-siting of garage   

The re-siting of this proposed detached garage was supported unanimously since the site now 

intended corresponded to that oriniginally suggested by the Parish Council. 

Amended Appications for information ………….contd. 

PLANNING CONTD …….. 

5.2 Amended Applications for Information 

N00 2043   James Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Construction cart shed. 



N00 2044 – James Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Construction – boathouse. 

N00 2341 – James Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Conversion logstore to studio. 

N00 2513 - James Dyson. Kingsmead Mill – Construction tennis court. 

5.3 Decisions received:  Approvals 

N00 2258S73A – R. Shepherd – Renewal of temporary permission for mobile home. 

N00 2291TCA – Mrs. Baines, Pound House – Tree felling & surgery. 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Statement of current balances 

As at the date of the meeting the balances were:- 

Lloyds TSB – Total 2 accounts     £3330.15 

Portman Building Society    £ 576.06 (Peters’ Bequest a/c) 

The Clerk had estimated the end of year balances at 31st. March would be approx. £2400.00 

6.2 Parish Precept – Confirmation 

The precept for 2001, estimated as £2200.00 at the November 2000 meeting, was confirmed at that 

figure. 

6.3 Invoices for payment approval 

Retrospective 

G. Jenkins, Parish Clerk – ¼  year salary + 9 months raise   £145.76 

Current 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – meeting hire    £  8.00   

G.Jenkins – 4 months sundry expenses     £ 22.47    

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments   None to report. 

7.2 Memorial / Inscription applications   None received. 

7.3 Paddock  Forthcoming tree surgery on Holm oak was discussed. 

704 Main Cemetery path  It was agreed that the work of resurfacing needed to be done 

March/April.  Councillor Wigmore would meet Mr. Laurence Turner on site to discuss materials 

needed. 

8. PARISH ALLOTMENTS  It was agreed unanimously that all plot rentals should be fixed at a 

standard rate of 5 per annum irrespective of plot size. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

Following a request it was agreed a donation of £20 be sent to Youth Action (Wiltshire) 

Wiltshire County Council had advised of the adoption of its Structure Plan 2011. 

Notification of Malmesbury & District Community Lunch on 20th. February at The Cartmell Centre, 

Malmesbury. 

Various reports and general mail were made available for circulation. 

10. REPORT  Mr. Stuart Frayling was invited to speak of the local rights of way.  He advised the 

meeting that all paths in the parish were walkable and free of obstruction.  He would appreciate a 

supply of footpath way markers and, if possible some stencils. 

11. NEXT MEETINGS 

The next parish council meetings were arranged for the following dates: 

Regular Meeting …………. 7.00pm. Monday, 2nd. April – Hall Committee Room 

A.G.M. Parish Council …..7.30pm. Monday, 14th May – Main Hall 

 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 



 

 

 

Signed R Gawthropp    Date 2 April 


