
Little Somerford Parish Council met at The Parish Hall, Little Somerford on Monday, 3rd. December, 

2001. 

1. PRESENT  Councillor W.I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins & Mrs. Diane 

Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe and M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton. 

3. MINUTES   The minutes of the regular meeting held on 17th. September Having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, confirmed by those who were present and signed by the\ 

Chairman.  

4. MATTERS ARISING  

4.1 Highways. Parish Lengthsmen had widened the path between the Parish Hall and Pound 

House and promised further work on paths during their next visit in December.  An extra salt bin had 

been sited at the top of “The Hill” and the damaged traditional signpost on the B 4042 had been 

transported to Street Farm where repairs were now virtually completed.  Re-siting the post will be 

undertaken by Ringway Parkman and this work had been listed for 21st. December.  Members 

expressed their thanks to Mr. Gordon Sharp yet again for his voluntary work in respect of this 

matter.  

4.2 Play Area. The Parish Council had been awarded a grant of £1456 by North Wilts. District 

Council in response to the application for help in refurbishment of the area.  The shortfall of £5500 

could be met by £5000 from “Awards for all” (application by ‘SPACES’) and £500 from the Parish 

Council.  It was resolved to make this payment whenever necessary following a proposal made by 

the Chairman and seconded by Councillor Mrs. Sharp. 

4.3 Public Rights of Way.  The Chairman reported that the obstruction on the route of FP1 had 

been removed following consultation with the relevant land owner.  The Clerk reported he was still 

in possession of the components of the new stile intended for erection at the southern end of FP1.  

A new gate or stile was needed at the westernmost end of FP10 near Kingsmead House.  This should 

be the responsibility of the landowner. 

4.4 H.M. The Queen’s Jubilee  The Chairman reported on the committee meeting held on 6th. 

November.  Three events had been planned for the dates 1st to 3rd June inclusive.  They consisted of 

a childrens street party, a luncheon on The Green and an evening picnic party with a fireworks 

display. 

This proposed programme was agreed unanimously following a proposal by Councillor Mrs. Jenkins 

seconded by the Chairman.  It was also agreed to order 45 standard Royal Mint medals in 

commemorative presentation folders as gifts to infants and children of primary school age within the 

Parish.  Police had been verbally informed of these proposed events and had promised their 

cooperation. 

The Clerk was instructed to make inquiries regarding the necessary insurance cover. 

4.4 Notice Board  A suitable notice board for the bus shelter had been obtained.  This had been 

installed by the Chairman. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications.  There were none for consideration. 

5.2 Decisions received.           Approvals. 

N01 1338FUL – Mr. & Mrs. S. Bond, The Old Post House – Extension to dwelling. 

N01 1491FUL – Mr. J. Prowse, Yew Tree Farmhouse – Dormer windows to front elevation. 

N01 1490FUL – Mr. J. Prowse, Yew Tree Farmhouse – Extension & outbuilding 

5.3 General  On behalf of the VDS Committee The Chairman advised of certain proposed 

conservation area boundary changes which it wished to submit to North Wiltshire District Planning 

Authority.  The proposals were approved by the Council. 



6. FINANCE 

6.1 Invoices for payment approval ----   Retrospective. 

Viking Direct – Office stationery /notice board    £ 40.93 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – meeting hire (27.9.01 & 7.11.01)  £ 10.00 

Wessex Water – Cemetery supply     £ 16.85 

G. Chandler –  Extra grasscut at cemetery & play area    £ 73.00  

Current 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – meeting Hire    £  5.00 

Haileywood Sawmill – Oak post + hardwood for traditional signpost £ 60.34 

Little Somerford Parochial Church Councul- 50% 2001 grass cutting £240.00 

 

All of the above invoices were approved for payment. 

FINANCE     contd ….. 

6.2 Parish precept 2002. 

The Clerk advised that the precept had been maintained at the same level ie £2200.00 for a number 

of years.  Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mr. McAuliffe that it be raised to 

£2500.00 for the ensuing year.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs. Sharp and duly agreed by the 

Council. 

6.3 Internal Audit. The half yearly internal audit of the Council’s accounts had been carried out 

by the Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Sharp.  The statement prepared by the Clerk had been 

approved “subject to District Audit confirmation of the carried forward balances from the 2000 -

2001 accounts” 

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments.  Two had taken place:- 

H. & C. Matthews – Ashes of the late Gwynneth Mary Williams  15th. October 2001 

H. & C. Matthews – The late William Thomas Greenhill   23rd. November 

7.2 Memorial/Inscription Applications.    

None had been received. 

7.3 General   Prior to the next regular council meeting tenders for the work of Grasscutting for 

2002 would be obtained. 

 

8. CORRESPONDENCE. 

The minutes of the October meeting of the Police/Community Consultative Committee had been 

received.  Councillor Mr. McAuliffe undertook to attend the Chippenham meeting of this committee 

on 6th. February 2002. 

General correspondence and journals were made available for circulation around members. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION. 

Councillor McAuliffe complained that the white lined road markings on the surface of the C66 near 

Church Farm had almost disappeared and could cause a traffic hazard if not restored.  The Clerk 

would inform the appropriate authority.  Councillor McAuliffe also expressed the view that visual 

offence was caused as a result of household rubbish being dumped outside 8. Field View.   

In her capacity as school governor Councillor Mrs. Sharp advised of concern within the Board in 

respect of the significant drop in the number of pupils attending the Walter Powell school. 

Provision of low cost housing within the parish might provide an answer.  The Clerk would take up 

the matter with the District Council. 



 

10 NEXT MEETING 

This was arranged for Monday, 11th. February 2002 at the Committee Room, Little Somerford Parish 

Hall. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Signed I Wigmore    

 


