
The Annual General Meeting of Little Somerford Parish Council was held at The Parish Hall, Little 

Somerford on Monday, 27th. May, 2002. 

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Mrs Lyn Boulton, Pam Jenkins, Diane 

Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe and M. Scott.  Also present was Mrs. Birkin-Hewitt of the 

SPACES voluntary group. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  These were received from County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden 

and Sergeant K. Pritchard, Wiltshire Constabulary. 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

3.1 Chairman It was proposed by Mr. Gawthropp and duly seconded by Mr. M. Scott that 

Councillor Wigmore be re-elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.  In the absence of 

any nomination Councillor Wigmore was formally elected. 

3.2 Vice Chairman Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton indicated her intention not to stand for the 

office.  Mrs. Pam Jenkins proposed Mr. R. Gawthropp, Mrs. Diane Sharp seconded the proposal and 

Mr. Gawthropp was duly elected Vice Chairman. 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES 

4.1 Planning Rights of Way & Parish Cemetery  It was agreed that these committees be 

represented by the whole Council. 

4.2 Play Area  It was agreed that Councilors Mrs Lynn Boulton and Mrs Pam Jenkins should 

comprise this committee and would be expected to liaise on a regular basis with SPACES voluntary 

group during the re-furbishment work.   

4.3 Public Allotments  Councillors Messrs. R. Gawthropp and M. Scott would oversee the 

administration of the plots. 

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES 

5.1 Public Transport  Mr. Peter Brown would serve in this capacity. 

5.2 Malmesbury Area No. 1 Committee The Chairman, Councillor Wigmore would continue to 

attend meetings. 

5.3 Chippenham Police/Community Consultative Committee  Councillor Mrs. Diane Sharp would 

continue to represent the Council. 

5.4 Public Footpaths Liaison Mr. Stuart Frayling would continue to act in this capacity. 

6. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meetings held on 22nd. And 30th. May 2002, having been circulated previously 

were taken as read, confirmed by those who were present and signed by the Chairman. 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

7.1 Highways The Parish Lengthsmen were due to make their next parish visit on 11th. & 12th. 

June.  The suggested programme of work included restoration of the pedestrian footway between 

Manor Farmhouse and The Old Orchard plus routine work of clearing road verge gullies.  This was 

agreed. The Clerk reported on the satisfactory outcome of his visits to the residents of Aynsley 

House and 5, Vale Leaze, regarding verge marker strips intruding on to the road carriageway and 

undesirable parking of a motor truck on a roadside grass verge respectively.  Councillor Mrs. Pam 

Jenkins was thanked for repainting a public seat and tidying up its site near to the Parish Church. 

7.2 Children’s Play Area The Chairman formally advised the meeting that the Parish Council’s 

application to Awards for All had been successful and a grant of £5000 for the play area project had 

been awarded.  The Clerk had made the application in accordance with the Parish Council’s 

instructions given at the Parish Council meeting of 16th. July 2001 when application for grant aid was 

made to North Wiltshire District Council.  The Chairman stated that is appeared the SPACES Group 

did not agree with the manner in which the Clerk had made the Awards For All application in that 

fence reconstruction work had been included.  The Chairman invited Mrs. Birkin-Hewitt to 



commend.  She stated the view that the replacement children’s slide quoted by the Clerk was of 

inferior quality and would have a limited life.  The total funds to hand would not allow for superior 

slide costing over £4000 plus the cost of a replacement fence.  The Chairman invited observations 

from councillors regarding the Council’s preferred course of action.  He outlined various options 

including the limited option advised by SPACES.  The matter was put to a bot resulting in 3 for and 3 

against the limited option. The Chairman, who had not taken part in the original vote cast his in 

favour of limited the current project to construction of new safety surfaces plus the installation of a 

superior slide.  He stressed that approval from Awards for All for revision of the project would be 

necessary.  He would make application for this. 

7 MATTERS ARISING  contd ……..+ 

7.3 H.M. The Queen’s Jubilee  The Clerk confirmed that all of the planned events taking place 

within the Parish would be automatically included in the Parish Council’s public liability cover with 

Cornhill Insurance.  Both the Fire Service and Police had responded with no adverse comment in 

respect of the proposed safety precautions for the events.  A letter of thanks had already been sent 

to Mr David Lyne pf Hill House for his generous donation of £75 towards the cost of the celebrations. 

7.4 Model Code of Conduct  The Standards Board for England had formally acknowledged the 

Parish Council’s adoption of the Code.  Forms for the registration of member’s interests, together 

with explanatory notes were distributed to all councillors.  The Clerk advised of the urgency of their 

completion and return to either himself or the Monitoring Office at District Council. 

7.5 Housing Survey  It was agreed that the only alterations needed to be made to the sample 

form of questionnaire were those relating to geographical and local place names.  The Clerk would 

advise North Wiltshire District Council accordingly.  It was hoped the survey could take place in the 

Autumn. 

8. PLANNING 

8.1 Applications  There were two applications for consideration:- 

N02 0863FUL – Mrs. J. Prowse, Yew Tree Farmhouse site – 2 detached houses + garages. 

Following a site visit by members, further discussion took place.  It was agreed that the style and 

certain features of the proposed houses were out of place in close proximity to the listed farmhouse 

and in a small West country village.  It was decided to oppose the application as submitted. 

N02 01128OUT -  Mr. M.J. Maisey, Vale House, The Hill – Demolition shed/stables – Erect 2 

dwellings. 

The application was opposed as contrary to Local plan policy RH10; also a consolidation of ribbon 

development would be caused in a comparatively remote settlement of dwellings. 

8.2 Decisions received    Approvals 

N02 0509COU – Dr. D. M. Jones, Lilac House, The Hill – Change of use agricultural to garden 

N02 0750FUL – Mr. & Mrs. Post, Stac Polly, The Street – Rear conservatory. 

8.3 General  It was disappointing that North Wiltshire District Council, whilst agreeing with most 

of the V.D.S. Committee’s proposals regarding changes to the village conservation area, had not 

recognised the need for including the old farmyard area of Yew Tree Farm. 

The Chairman would write to the Development Control Committee chairman urging a re-think in 

respect of a refusal for the proposed provision of sheltered housing at Hill House Residential Home. 

9. FINANCE 

9.1 Annual Statement of Parish Accounts  The Clerk made the statement of Parish accounts for 

the year ended 31st. March 2002.  Copies were provided for members and all others present.  

Adoption of the accounts prior to audit was proposed by Councillor R. Gawthropp and seconded by 

Councillor C. McAuliffe.  They were duly approved unanimously. 

9.2 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective 



Fantastic Fireworks Ltd – Jubilee event     587.50 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire      5.00 

The Kit Box – Paint for public seat       8.85 

ABC Services – Grasscutting – 3rd cut      75.00 

ABC Services – Grasscutting – 4th cut      75.00 

Mrs. D. Sharp (Booker Cash&Carry Ltd) – Jubilee event   118.85 

Wessex Water – Cemetery water      16.75 

Current  

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting Hire      8.00 

Great Somerford Group Newsletter Advertising – Donation   30.00 

Shaw & Sons Ltd – New Receipts & Payment ledger    52.24 

10. PARISH CEMETERY 

10.1 Interments  There were none to report. 

10.2 Memorial Applications  Two had been received and approved:- 

W.F. Gamblin/Mrs. Carole Shepherd – re the late John Shepherd 

Mr. A. W. Rushforth, executor – re the late Gwynneth Williams 

10.3 General  A letter from Mr Paul Blakiston had apologised for the delay in effecting proper 

repair work to the damaged entrance wall etc … The Clerk would persevere with this matter until its 

satisfactory completion. 

The Chairman felt that the long delayed work of fixing the rabbit-proof wire to the Western fence 

should now be put in hand. 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 

The nest meeting of the Chippenham Police/Community Committee was due to take place on 5th. 

June at Marston Meysey Village Hall.  If possible Councillor Mrs. Diane Sharp would attend. 

11. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

There had been an unconfirmed report of dog fouling between the Vale Leaze entrance and East End 

Lane.  The Chairman would submit an item in the Parish newsletter drawing attention to the local 

bylaw. 

The next regular meeting was due to take place on Monday, 15th. July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed I Wigmore   Date 6 August 2002   

 


