
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET AT THE PARISH HALL, LITTLE SOMERFORD ON TUESDAY, 

6TH. AUGUST 2002. 

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Mrs Lyn Boulton, Pam Jenkins, Diane Sharp, 

Messrs. R. Gawthropp and C. McAuliffe.  Also present was Mr. Birkin-Hewitt of SPACES. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from Councillor Mr. M. Scott, County Councillor Mrs. C. 

Soden and Police Sergeant K. Pritchard. 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting of 27th. May 2002, having been circulated previously 

were taken as read, confirmed by those then present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING  

4.1 Highways The Clerk expresses some dissatisfaction with the work carried out by the Parish 

Lengthsmen during their June visit to the Village.  It was suggested that a site meeting should take 

place with Mr. Keith Day of Ringway Parkman prior to the October visit.  Agreed – Clerk will arrange. 

Dr. & Mrs. M Jones, Lilac House, The Hill had complained to Wiltshire County Council of traffic speed 

within the village.  County Councillor Mrs. Soden had responded expressing shared concern and 

advising that a general policy from Parliament regarding rural traffic speed restrictions was awaited. 

The Chairman reported that certain temporary roadside signs advertising local events had been 

removed by Ringway Parkman.  Careful re-siting of such signs could avoid a recurrence of similar 

action in the future.  The work of restoring road surface white lining at Church Farm bend had not 

been carried out.  The Clerk would check with the contractor. 

4.2 Play Area  “Awards for All” had given approval for a change of use of the grant awarded for 

play area re-furbishment following the restriction of the project resulting from the decision to install 

a more expensive children’s slide.  Mr. Birkin-Hewitt was invited to commend and stated he was now 

able to commence work restoring and extending safety surfaces.  It was hoped that completion of 

this work and slide installation would be effected by the end of August.  He would be asking for 

volunteers to assist with the work.  The Chairman thanked him suitably adding further thanks for his 

and his wife’s donation of a picnic bench/table for the area. 

4.3 Jubilee Events  It was generally agreed that all of the celebrations had been most enjoyable 

and had suitably commemorated H.M. The Queen’s Jubilee.  The Chairman made special mention of 

the Summer Ball organised mainly by Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Harding of Malthouse Farm.  This extremely 

well attended event raised the marvellous sum of £6732.38.  Together with the balance of Jubilee 

funds administered by the Parish Council a sum well in excess of £7000 would be made available to 

the Jubilee Committee for distribution to worthwhile Village projects. 

4.4 The Clerk reported that all Little Somerford parish councillors had responded to the North 

Wiltshire Monitoring Officer with their completed forms of acceptance and declaration of interest. 

He also advised the meeting that James Gray M.P. was looking forward to attending the September 

parish council meeting and had sent a copy of certain House of Lords proceedings which directly 

dealt with the reception of this new code by parish councils up and down the country. 

4.5 Housing Survey  The amended sample questionnaire had been forwarded to North Wiltshire 

District Council.  Supplies of forms and pre-addressed enveloped should be received for distribution 

in the Autumn. 

4.6 Best Kept Village Competition  Little Somerford gained fourth place out of ten entrants in 

the Medium Village section of the competition.  It was decided not to enter the 2003 event but wait 

until 2004 when outstanding work on certain projects and other developments would be completed. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications  There was  one for consideration:- 

N02 01470 OUT – Mr. C. Gleed – Site adj. to Aynsley House, The Street – Outline application for two 

dwellings. 



Following discussion and consideration of the copies of letters from parish residents objecting to the 

proposals the Chairman proposed that the application be opposed.  The site was outside the 

established physical settlement of the Village and therefore contrary to the approved Land Plan 

policy RH 10.  In addition the proposals were contrary to policy RH10 in that they would create 

undesirable ribbon development along the C45 Dauntsey Road.  The proposed site was within the 

village conservation area and planning policy RB2 indicated that outline permission would not 

normally be granted.  Councillor C. McAuliffe seconded the Chairman’s proposal which was 

unanimously agreed by the Council. 

5.2 Decisions received – Approval 

N02 0799 COU – Mr. & Mrs. Beazley – New House, The Hill – Change of use agricultural land to 

garden. 

N02 0863 FUL – Mr, J, Prowse – land at Yew Tree farm – Erection of 2 houses/garages. 

N02 0943 TCA – Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Brookside – Tree felling. 

Refusal 

N02 1128OUT – Mr. M. J. Maisey, Vale House, The Hill – Outline application for two dwellings. 

N02 1195COU – Mr. R. T. Simmons, Church Farm – Construction of tennis court. 

5.3 General 

Following a suggestion from the Chair it was unanimously agreed to publicise all applications 

received for comment by displaying brief details at both parish notice boards. 

The Chairman suggested it could be a worthwhile exercise to invite members of the District 

Development Control committee to visit sites within the Village which had been subject of recent 

contentious decisions.  

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Statement of Account Balances  This was made by the Clerk as follows:- 

    Lloyds TSB Treasurers a/c  £ 378.83 

    Lloyds TSB Business Call a/c  £7007.15 

    Portman Building Society  £ 598.37 

H.M. Customs & Excise had acknowledged the 2001 VAT refund application for £128.32 and the 

funds would be credited to the Council’s Treasurer’s account in the next few days. 

6.2 Annual Audit  The Audit Commission had announced the adoption of a “lighter touch” audit 

system for smaller parish councils.  This meant that an internal end of year audit could be carried out 

by a local elector who was not connected in any way with the Parish Council.  The Clerk reported 

that Mr Paul Bailey was willing to carry out such an audit.  Prior to his doing so it was necessary for 

the Parish Council to give the required formal assurances that accounts were properly prepared 

according to law and their availability for examination by local electors had been properly 

advertised.  The Clerk read out the relevant eight items and unanimous assurance was given.  A 

statement indicating this was completed and signed by both The Chairman and Clerk.  Following 

completion of the internal audit the forms would be sent to Messrs Mazars Neville Russell, 

Southampton, chartered accountants sub-contracted by The Audit Commission to examine the 

internal audit and issue any certificate of approval.  It was hoped that these involved procedures 

would somehow result in a significant reduction of the audit fee ! 

6.3 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective 

ABC Services    Grasscutting 5th cut      75.00 

M Cooper   Magician Jubilee event      30.00 

St John’s Ambulance Assn Jubilee event attendance     25.00 

Pauline Cameron  Jubilee event disco/music     50.00 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk  Salary quarter year to 30.6.02    169.00 



Simon Hamms   Fireworks display specialist     75.00 

Mrs L Wiseman   Organiser Children’s event    100.00 

ABC Services    Grasscutting 6th cut      35.00 

David Horton Contractors Ltd Supply of ‘Portaloos’     117.50 

ABC Services   Grasscutting 7th cut      75.00 

ABC Services   Grasscutting 8th cut      75.00 

ABC Services   Grasscutting 9th cut      75.00  

Current  

Little Somerford Parish Hall  Meeting Hire        8.00 

G. Jenkins. Parish Clerk  13 months sundry expenses     74.41 

All of the above accounts received formal approval for payment. 

6.4 Risk Assessment  A review of insurance coverage for Parish Council assets was considered to 

be needed.  The Chairman proposed that Councillor C. McAuliffe should check any items which 

needed revision or inclusion in the Council’s policy.  Councillor Mrs. Jenkins seconded the proposal 

which was duly carried. 

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments  There were none to report. 

7.2 Memorial/Inscription  Applications  Two had been received and approved:- 

Young Johnson, Masons – added inscription re the late Kathleen May Simmons 

James Long Masons – added inscription re the late Lily Violet Waylett. 

7.3 General  Further correspondence from Mr P. Blakiston was read.  This promised rectification 

of repairs undertaken following road accident damage to the cemetery wall and railings. 

The fixing of rabbit wire along the western boundary fence would be carried out shortly.  Councillor 

Mr. C. McAuliffe volunteered the help of his brother-in-law to assist Councillor Mr. M. Scott with this 

work.  Thanks were expressed to Mr. Gordon Sharp for his voluntary work of raking out 100+ 

molehills so that the Grasscutting contractor could proceed with his work. 

Councillor Mrs Pam Jenkins drew attention to the untidy state of the grass verges fronting the 

cemetery eastern boundary.  The Clerk would instruct the contractor to strim this area. 

8. NOMRINATION OF JOINT M.L.A. PRIMARY SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

The Chairman advised the meeting that since the Primary School Parent Governor resided within the 

Great Somerford parish, nomination of the joint M.L.A. governor rested with Little Somerford.  Mr 

Mr Anthony Hay, The Old Rectory had expressed his willingness to serve in this capacity.  He was 

duly proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Mrs. Jenkins and duly nominated by the 

Council. 

The Clerk would notify Great Somerford Parish Council of the nomination. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Society of Local Council Clerks had urged the Parish Council to consider funding the membership 

of the Clerk to the Society.  The annual fee in respect of a small council would be £33.  It was agreed 

to meet the necessary subscription and the Clerk thanked the Council in suitable terms. 

10. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  Councillor Mrs. Boulton informed that, apparently a 

caravan was being used as a dwelling on land at the northern end of Clay Street.  The Clerk would 

inform the planning enforcement department of North Wiltshire District Council. 

11. NEXT MEETING 

The next two regular council meetings were arranged for 9th. September and 11th. November 2002. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 



 

Signed I Wigmore   Date 9-9-02 

 


