
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET AT THE PARISH HALL .. 

 LITTLE SOMERFORD ON MONDAY, 9th. SEPTEMBER 2002. 

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs.  Pam Jenkins, Diane 

Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe & M. Scott. 

Also present were James Gray, MP., County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden and Police Sergeant K. 

Pritchard. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton. 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting which took place on 6th, August 2002, having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, confirmed by those who were present and signed by the 

Chairman. 

4. POLICE REPORT Police Sergeant K. Pritchard addressed the meeting stating that his small 

force at Malmesbury had responsibility for policing 21 parishes stretching West to East from 

Sherston to Brinkworth.  The recording of crimes, no matter how petty, had meant that this year’s 

total, to date, had shewn a 17% increase.  Little Somerford reported crime represented only 2.6% of 

the area total.  Bearing in mind his limited resources of man-power he promised full and early police 

attention to reported incidents.  Answering questions relating to speeding traffic, attention was 

drawn to the availability of the ‘Speed Indication Display’ unit.  The Clerk would request the use of 

this equipment on the C45 road in the vicinity of ‘The Hill’. 

5. JAMES GRAY MP  Mr. Gray expressed his pleasure in attending the parish council meeting 

once more.  Addressing the members he spoke of his concern regarding any personal interference 

the new Government Model Code of Conduct was imposing upon parish councillors.  In addition he 

expressed his wish that an early decision could be made in respect of establishing a national scheme 

of traffic speed control particularly affecting rural areas; also of what appeared to be an unjust 

disbursement of Government funding for road maintenance and repairs in country parishes. 

Mr. Gray was thanked for his interest in, and efforts on behalf of his constituency and of the rural 

environment in general. 

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

6.1 Highways The Clerk reported that Ringway Parkman had stated that their budget for road 

surface white lining was exhausted but would try to fund the work needed at Church Farm bend 

from their maintenance budget.  County Councillor Mrs. Soden offered to press for early action in 

respect of this matter and the clerk would write a formal letter requesting her assistance. 

The Clerk also reported that an ‘on site’ meeting with Mr. Day of Ringway Parkman had been 

arranged to discuss the programme of work for the next Parish Lengthsmen’s visit.  

6.2 Children’s Play Area   The Clerk had been advised that the District Council did not replace 

litter bins at play areas.  “Glasdon” post fitted bins with cover were available at approx. £69 each.  

The latest information of progress with with the refurbishment work was that the new slide would 

be installed on 10th. September and the necessary play bard would be delivered on 14th. September.  

6.3 Housing Survey  The relevant District Council department was currently involved with 3 

different village surveys.  As few persons were available for the assessment of survey statistics it 

could between 3 and 6 months before a start could be made with the Little Somerford study. 

6.4 Joint M.L.A. School Governor  Great Somerford Parish Council had been formally advised of 

the nomination of Mr. Anthony Hay and no objection had been received. 

7. PLANNING 

7.1 Applications  There were none for consideration at this meeting. 

7.2 Decisions received  

Approval. 

N02 01383Ful – Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Harding, Malthouse Farm – House extension. 



Refusal 

N02 014020ut – Mr. C. Gleed, Sherston-Site adj. Aynsley House – 2 new dwellings.. 

7.3 General  Responding to the complaint regarding unlawful use of a caravan as a dwelling at 

Clay Street the District Council had informed that recruitment of a new planning enforcement team 

was taking place.  The matter would be dealt with in due course. 

advice from the District Council had been received confirming the adoption of the Little Somerford 

Joint Village Design/Conservation Area Statement as supplementary planning guidance to the North 

Wiltshire Local Plan. 

A letter from DEFRA assured of the continued role of parish councils when considering planning 

applications. 

8. FINANCE 

8.1 Statement of Balances at 9.9.02  

 Lloyds TSB – Treasurer’s Account £2482.49 

 Lloyds TSB  - Business Call A/C  £6009.23 

 Portman Building Society A/C  £ 598.37 

8.2 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective 

A.B.C. Services  Ltd. Grasscutting – 10t.h Cut    £ 75.00 

Society of Local Council Clerks – subscription    £  35.00 

Brian BirkinHewitt – Skip (Holland Handling)    £105.00 

A.B.C. Services Ltd. – Grasscutting – 11th. cut    £ 75.00 

Holland Handling Ltd – Skip Hire      £105.00 

Brian BirkinHewitt – plastic membrane/paint (Nurden)   £ 73.79 

Current  

District Audit – Audit Fee, year ended 31st. March 2001   £158.63  

Little Somerford Parish Hall - Meeting fee    £  5.00   

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

8.3 Annual Audit   The internal audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for the year ended 31.3.02 

had been completed satisfactorily and the forms were now with the Audit Commission’s nominated 

auditors at Southampton. 

8.4 Risk Assessment  Councillor McAuliffe reported that the study was not yet complete.  One or 

two points needed clarification – Village Green Insurance and cover for the village entrance flower 

troughs.  The Clerk would make enquiries to Cornhill Insurance. 

9. PARISH CEMETERY 

9.1 Interments  One had taken place:- 

H. & C. Matthews – re. the late Donald Edgar George Heal – 2nd. September 2002. 

9.2 Memorial/Inscription  Applications  None had been received.  

9.2 General   

The correspondence with Mr. Blakiston had ‘dried up’ with no acceptance of responsibility for the 

damage to the cemetery wall.  The Clerk was to obtain a quotation from Mr. Derek Stratton for the 

necessary work to effect a proper repair. 

The allotment field gate had suffered some damage caused by cattle.  A replacement metal gate was 

available for installation when practicable. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 

a) DEFRA Rural Services report for circulation 

b) Rural Housing Trust Seminar- 30th. September – Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins & Mrs. Diane Sharp 

to attend. 

c) Reports with Clerk available on request – Wilts & Swindon Waste Local Plan – Racial Equality & 



Ethnic Monitoring. 

Other general correspondence and reports to be made available for circulation around members.  

11. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

Councillor Mr. M. Scott enquired regarding any progress in respect of the unauthorised vehicular 

access created at No. 1 The Hill.  The Chairman reported on his visit to the resident concerned who 

had been uncooperative in his attitude in view of the undesirable precedent which would be 

established to the failure to secure planning permission, the Chairman undertook to take further 

action.  Mr. M. Scott also informed the meeting of an incident at the rail bridge over the Dauntsey 

Road (C45) when a driver was forced to reverse his heavy goods vehicle a hundred yards – being 

unable to pass beneath the bridge archway.  Mr. Scott considered that permanent advance warning 

signs in respect of both C 45 & C 66 bridges should be placed on the northerly entrances to both ‘The 

Hill’ and ‘Clay Street’.  The Clerk would write to Wiltshire County Council urging this action. 

 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  This was to take place at the Village Hall on Monday, 11th 

November at 7.15 pm. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 

 

Signed I Wigmore Chairman   Date 11 Nov 2002 

 


