
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET ON 11th. NOVEMBER AT THE PARISH HALL, LITTLE 

SOMERFORD 

  

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Mrs. Diane 

Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe & M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton. 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the Council  meeting held on 9th. September 2002, having been 

circulated previously were taken as read, confirmed by those who were then present and signed by 

the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Highways In October the Parish Lengthsmen had carried out good work in restoring old and 

cutting new gulleys prior to the Winter weather.  However bad flooding of road surfaces had been 

experienced following the recent exceptional rainfall.  This had occurred at Meadow lane and 

beneath the rail bridge over the C66 road.  The Clerk would send a strong letter of complaint to The 

County Council urging the carrying out of major works at both sites.  Following the Parish Council’s 

letter to County Councillor Mrs. Soden regarding the restoration of the road surface white line at the 

Church farm bend, a response from the County Council had promised action by 31st. October.  This 

had not taken place and the clerk would pursue this matter further.  An acknowledgement had been 

received from the County Traffic Safety Officer in respect of the request for advance warning signs 

for the 2 railway bridges over both C45 & C66 roads.  Following complaints of high traffic speeds 

along The Hill, this site had been entered on a list for temporary installation of “SID” (Speed 

Indicator Display) 

Correspondence from a parish resident at West End, Brinkworth had complained of traffic speed 

along the B4042 road and also enquired of any possibility of the re-opening of the Little Somerford 

railway station.  This had been addressed to the Parish County Councillor. The Clerk would 

communicate with Mrs. Soden.  A report was made of a missing signpost and a damaged stile on 

FP6. 

4.2 Children’s Play Area   The first part of the re-furbishment project had been completed 

satisfactorily.  Thanks were expressed to all who had helped with the scheme.  The Clerk would write 

thanking Mr. Birkin Hewitt in particular for his organisation and “hands on” involvement. 

The boundary fence was now in a poor state and in need of replacement.  The Chairman & clerk 

would consult with Willis Bros. To check whether the existing metal supports could be retained and 

to provide an up to date quotation re the cost of complete replacement of the chain link fence itself. 

4.3 Housing Survey  It appeared that the District Council could not become directly involved 

with the scheme until the end of January at the earliest.  Some thought could be given to identifying 

suitable sites before the next regular Parish Council meeting. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications  There were none for consideration. 

5.2 Decisions received     Approval. 

N02 02083FUL – Mr. A. Webb – The Bungalow, The Forge – Erection of Hay/Tractor storage barn. 

5.3 General  The Chairman had visited the resident at 1. The Hill to advise of the need to consult 

North Wilts Planning department in respect of the unauthorised creation of a vehicular access.  Since 

no response had been made the Clerk was instructed to write a formal Council letter to the resident 

involved. 

 



 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Bank & Building Society Balances The Clerk reported the balances to date totalled £5964.94.  

He stressed that this total included Jubilee sub-committee funds for distribution within the 

community.  These, together with a V.A.T. refund needed to be deducted.  This reduced the total to 

£2008.  Despite this the projected balance to be carried over at the end of the financial year would 

be approx. £1200.  The audit fee for last year had not been advised as yet, it would probably be 

much lower than last year’s.  

6.2 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective    £ 

B. Birkin Hewitt-via Nurden – additional plastic membrane for play area     18.75 

ABC Services Ltd – Grasscutting – 12th cut       50.00 

Garden Supplies Ltd – Play Bark – Play area project     633.33 

Hagsplay Ltd – Supply and installation of children’s slide    5645.17 

Blackfords Ltd – Play Bark – Play area       508.77 

Viking Direct – printing paper etc        19.02 

6.2 contd …. 

 

ABC Services Ltd – Grasscutting -13th cut        75.00 

ABC Services Ltd – Grasscutting – 14th & final cut      65.00 

G.L.C. & R. Williams – Timber for play area      264.38 

All of the above invoices were confirmed for payment. 

Invoices for payment approval      Current 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire        5.00 

The above invoice was authorised for payment. 

6.3 Annual Audit   2002 

The completed forms relating to the last year’s accounts were sent to the Audit Commission’s 

nominated auditors in June and, to date nothing had been reported by them.  The Clerk would make 

enquiries regarding this. 

2003 

The half yearly internal audit had been completed by the Chairman & Councillor Mrs. Sharp. 

The appropriate form certifying their accuracy had been signed by both councillors. 

6.4 Extension of insurance cover  The Clerk reported as follows:- 

Walls and fences could be insured at a rate of 72p per £100 cover.  He was instructed to provide 

cover up to the value of £2000.  The Parish Council’s public liability cover in respect of the Village 

Green only provided cover whilst Grasscutting is taking place.  Independent cover for public liability 

would have to be negotiated by Little Somerford Village Green Charitable Tryst. 

Following the recent changes to the play area and installation of more costly equipment, increases 

insurance cover would be necessary.  He would make the appropriate enquiries. 

6.5 Risk Assessment  Councillor C. McAuliffe reported, identifying areas and items of risk within 

the Parish.  Flower plots at Village entrance signs- It was agreed that, since the metal signs had been 

erected by the County Council this particular item of risk was the responsibility of that Council. 

Seat near to Parish Church – This should be checked on a regular basis and maintained as necessary. 

Access to Play Area – Some form of protection from a fall into the deep ditch was needed on both 

sides.  This would be discussed when meeting with Willis. Bros. 

Notice Board near church – The Clerk would obtain an estimate for the supply/fitting of safety glass. 

Bus Shelter – In need of inspection with the view of assessing the validity of the insurance cover 



held. 

Councillor McAuliffe would contact Mr. Nevard who re-sited the shelter in 1985.  Mr. McAuliffe was 

thanked for his report, a copy of which was made available for each councillor. 

6.6 Clerk’s salary Recent negotiations between the National Association of Councils and the 

Society of Local Council Clerks had resulted in agreement re. increase in hourly rates covering 2002 

and 2003. 

As applied to Little Somerford Parish these rates would be as follows:- 

 

From 1st April to 31st September 2002  £7.23 

From 1st October 2002 -31st March 2003  £7.30 

From 1st April 2003    £7.55 

It was unanimously agreed that these rates should apply as recommended.  The Clerk thanked the 

Council in suitable terms. 

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments  None had taken place. 

7.2 Memorial applications  One had been received.:- 

Messrs. Gamblin (Calne) via Mrs. Stella Greenhill – re. The late William Thomas Greenhill 

7.2 General  Apparently Mr Blakiston has only recently had sight of the Chairman’s last letter 

asking for up-to-date information regarding the damaged wall.  He had informed that fresh tenders 

for proper repairs had been sought and he was checking the single reply received.  The Clerk had 

spoken to Mr Derek Stratton who expressed the opinion that interference with the present repairs 

would compound the damage and substantially increase costs.  The Clerk was instructed to seek a 

second opinion and, if applicable, obtain a repair estimate.  He would also contact the contractor 

previously responsible for repair to the railings. 

7.4 REPORTS Housing Seminar  Councillor Mrs Diane Sharp reported on an affordable 

housing presentation also attended by Councillor Pam Jenkins and organised by the Rural Housing 

Trust. 

When the promised Little Somerford survey was completed and assessed it could be useful to 

approach this organisation as well as Westlea should a specific need be identified for construction of 

affordable housing in the Parish. 

Planning Services  The Chairman had attended a seminar organised by North Wilts District Council. 

Matters relating to the structure of this District Council department, general consideration or 

planning applications, consultation periods, responses, delegation of decisions and planning reform 

generally were discussed.  The Clerk had asked for a summary and when received it would be 

circulated around members. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE     Wiltshire County Council had asked for advance notification of any 

large scale event within the Parish.  Newsquest (Wiltshire) were offering free one-page web-sties on 

the Internet.  The annual notification of District Council Grant aid for community projects had been 

received.  Application could be made for help when the cost of anew play area fence was known. 

9. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

In the light of recent Government requirements affecting local government administration the Clerk 

requested members to study the Parish Council Standing Orders so that they could be properly up-

dated prior to the May 2003 elections. 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  This was arranged for Monday 3rd. February 2003. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed. 



 

 

Signed I Wigmore    Date 13-1-03 

 

 

Addendum to Little Somerford Parish Council minutes of 11th. November 2002 

 

Add to minute 6.5:- 

Mr. McAuliffe stressed the necessity of creating a Planned Maintenance system by which an ongoing 

assessment of areas of risk within the Parish could be continually up-dated and addressed. 

 

Signed I. Wigmore   13-1-03 

 


