
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET ON 13th. JANUARY, 2003 AT THE PARISH HALL, LITTLE 

SOMERFORD. 

  

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Mrs. Diane 

Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe & M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from Councillor Mrs. Lynn Boulton and, also from County 

Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden. 

 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 11th. November together with an addendum 

to the minutes of the same date, having been circulated previously were taken as read, confirmed by 

those present and signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Highways The Speed Indicator Device (SID) was in the process of being installed at The Hill.  

It was hoped an analysis of the results from this operation would be available for detailed discussion 

at the next Council meeting.  The painted road surface white line at Church Farm bend had been 

restored and work carried out beneath the C66 rail bridge had significantly reduced the incidence of 

road surface flooding.  The Chairman reported that the advance signs advising of rail bridge heights 

on both C45 and C66 roads had been placed in position. 

The programme of work for the February visit of the Parish Lengthsmen was agreed.  An item had 

been placed in the Parish newsletter reminding certain car drivers that partial parking of vehicles on 

pedestrian footways was both illegal and anti-social.  Following a complaint of leaf filled gutters the 

Clerk would arrange for a general clean up by the North Wilts. road sweeper.  The Clerk would also 

advise the relevant land owner of the obstruction of a street light close to the Village Hall. 

A letter would be sent to Brinkworth Parish Council giving support to any campaign for the 

imposition of a traffic speed restriction along the B4042 thought the built-up settlement of West End 

with copies of the correspondence to Mrs. Soden and Lea & Cleverton Parish Council.  

4.2 Play Area   The Clerk had obtained 2 quotations for the restoration of the boundary fence 

and up-grading of the entrance gate.  Willis Bros. of Malmesbury had tendered a cost of £6620+VAT 

whilst J.V. Strong of Devizes quoted £5250+VAT for the same specified work.  After discussion, and in 

view of the significant variation between the 2 tenders submitted, it was agreed that the Clerk 

obtain one more quotation from another established and reputable contractor.  In the meantime 

application would be made to “Awards for All” grant aid. 

4.3 Standing Orders Review  Suggested amendments had been provided by both Chairman and 

clerk.  The Clerk would proceed with listing the changes prior to passing them to Councillor Mrs. 

Sharp for printing.  A draft copy of the revised orders would be circulated around members before 

the regular meeting in March. 

4.4 Affordable Homes  It was not considered worthwhile listing suitable sites within the Parish 

until the housing survey had taken place and been assessed.. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications  There were none for consideration at this meeting. 

5.2 Decisions received     Approval. 

N02 02561TCA – Mrs. Parkes, Vennwood House, The Hill – Tree felling 

5.3 General  There had been no response from the resident at 1, The Hill in respect of the 

creation of an unauthorised vehicular access.  It was agreed that the appropriate enforcement 

complaint form be sent to the District Council. 



 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Statement of Balances The Clerk reported as follows:- Lloyds TSB No. 1 a/c £634 – Lloyds TSB 

no 2 a/c £3434 – Building society trust a/c £615.10.  It was advised that £1300 of the No. 2 bank a/c 

represented part of the funds raised by the Jubilee sub-committee and could be used only for the 

community projects agreed. 

6.2 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective The following were agreed for payment:-£ 

Gopak Ltd – Jubilee fund community grant – tables for village hall  £488.83 

The Consortium Ltd – Jubilee fund grant – equipment for Toddlers group £363.08 

G. Jenkins – Parish Clerk – salary to 31/12/02 + agreed back-dated rise  £227.37 

Mazars (accountants) – Annual audit fee- year ended 31/3/02   £ 58.75 

FINANCE contd …. 

Current  Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire    £  5.00 

6.3 Parish Precept 2003 

Following a forecast of estimated expenditure during the forthcoming year with allowance made for 

anticipated election expenses the Clerk suggested a precept of £2750.00 would ensure effective 

management of the Council’s finances throughout the period.        Councillor R. Gawthropp proposed 

that the precept for 2003 – 04 be set at £2750.00.  This was seconded by Councillors Mrs. Pam 

Jenkins and the proposition agreed unanimously. 

6.4 General 

It was agreed that a donation of £40.00 be made towards printing costs of the Parish Newsletter. 

6.5 Insurance Cover  the Clerk advised the meeting that providing equipment cover of £5000 for 

the play park would increase the total annual premium by £43.  He was instructed to arrange the 

necessary cover following unanimous agreement by members. 

6.6 Risk Assessment  The cost of supplying and fitting safety glass to the main parish 

noticeboard would be £51.83 inc. VAT.  The Clerk would contact Malmesbury Glass for the work to 

be done. 

A site meeting to examine the condition of the ‘bus shelter’ was arranged for 18th. January. 

6.7 2003 Grasscutting contract  Two tenders had been submitted for the work – as follows:- 

ABC Services (Wiltshire) Ltd   £1251.00 

Roy Hammond Grasscutting maintenance £1070.00 

They were considered on a ‘like for like’ basis.  Councillor C. McAuliffe proposed the tender from Roy 

Hammond be accepted.  The proposition was seconded by Councillor Mrs. Pam Jenkins and the 

Council’s agreement was unanimous. 

7. PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments  There were none to report. 

7.2 Memorial/Inscription Applications  None had been received. 

7.3 General  Estimates had been received from Mr. J.T. Stoneham for restoration and repair 

work to the cemetery entrance wall:- 

 

To reface damaged capping stones and cemented capping stones   £65.00 

And hack out cement joints replacing with correct matching mix    £97.00 

To demolish damaged area, bed down new capping stones, prepared for railings  £142.00 

(New capping stones and welding of railings – Parish Council responsibility) 

The Chairman reported he was still in communication with Mr. Blakiston in respect of the provision 

of new capping stones free of charge. 



The Allotment Committee would convene a meeting of all existing and “would be” plot holders for 

1st. February.. 

8. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 

The Model Publication Scheme for Local Councils (Core Classes only) was formally adopted.. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

Wiltshire Police Authority minutes of last meeting and date of next. 

North Wilts District Council – re. 1st May Election arrangements. 

Wilts. County Council – re Trowbridge seminar on Pollution – 17th. March. 

Bath & District Community Health Council – Full meeting, Melksham, 29th. January. 

10. OTHER MATTERS.  Councillor M. Scott complained of dog fouling on a pedestrian footway 

and the obstruction of a public footbath by building waste materials.  The Chairman undertook to 

address these matters.  Councillor C. McAuliffe enquired regarding the unauthorised occupation of a 

caravan at Clay Street.  The Chairman would speak to Mr. Collett initially in respect of this and then, 

if necessary, the matter would be referred to the District Council. 

11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

This was due to take place on Monday, 3rd. March. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed I Wigmore    Date 3-March 2003 

 

 


