
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET ON 3rd. MARCH, 2003 AT THE PARISH HALL, LITTLE 

SOMERFORD. 

  

1. PRESENT Councillor Mr. W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Lynn Boulton,  Mrs. Pam 

Jenkins, Mrs. Diane Sharp, Messrs. R. Gawthropp, C. McAuliffe & M. Scott. 

2. APOLOGIES   These were received from County Councillor Mrs. Carole Soden. 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the meeting held on 13th. January 2003 having been circulated 

previously, were taken as read.  After minor amendments to minute 6.1 they were confirmed by 

those who had been present and were signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Highways The results of the recent traffic speed check carried out by the Speed Indicator 

Device (S.I.D.), despite not representing peak periods of travel, had shewn that almost 50% of drivers 

had exceeded the 40mph. restriction, some by as much as 20 mph..  It was appreciated that a 

National Government decision regarding rural speed limits would not be forthcoming for some time 

and action to address this local problem was of immediate concern.  It was agreed to set up a sub-

committee comprised of the Chairman, Councillor McAuliffe and two residents of “The Hill” (Mr. S. 

Hargreaves and Dr. M. Jones) so that possible implantation of a traffic calming scheme could be 

discussed for referral back to the Parish Council.  The Parish Lengthsmen visit in February had 

produced good results with work having been carried out on the widening of the pedestrian footway 

between Manor Farmhouse and Somerford House.  Better illumination from the street light adjacent 

to the Village Hall had been achieved by the cutting back of tree growth over the footway.  Following 

Little Somerford’s initiative urging some form of control of traffic speed on the B4042 at West End, 

Lea & Clerverton Parish Council had promised support for any campaign which Brinkworth Parish 

Council might organise in respect of this matter. 

4.2 Play Area   The Clerk reported on the failure of the application to “Awards for All” for grant 

aid to assist in meeting the cost of boundary fence restoration.  A further application would be made 

following the Annual General Meeting in May when a more favourable consideration of grant aid 

could be anticipated.  Referring to the annual maintenance proposals contained in the Risk 

Assessment Councillor McAuliffe drew attention to the necessity of a regular inspection of the 

Children’s swings chains, shackles and pivots. 

4.3 Standing Orders   Members had been provided with draft copies of revised standing orders 

following the January meeting.  In the meantime the drafts had also been submitted to The North 

Wiltshire District Solicitor for comment.  His response, which was read to the meeting, indicated 

satisfaction with the orders in general.  However he had suggested a few amendments.  These were 

read to the meeting and following a brief discussion the final draft, containing these alterations, was 

adopted after formal proposition by the Chairman and seconding by Councillor McAuliffe. 

4.4 Dog Fouling The Chairman had placed an item in the parish newsletter expressing concern 

regarding the continuance of this nuisance on the grass verges and pedestrian footways in the 

Village.  It was agreed that a “doggy bin” be provided in addition to the existing one in “The Street”.  

The most suitable site was agreed to be in the Dauntsey Road area.  The Clerk would find out any 

cost to be borne by the Parish. 

5. RISK ASSESSMENT  Toughened safety glass had been fitted to the central parish notice 

board.  A certain amount of repair work had been necessary to the wooden framework of the board. 

6. PLANNING 

6.1 Applications  There were none for consideration at this meeting. 

6.2 Decisions received     Approval. 

N00 01706FUL – The Lyne Bros. Partnership – Hill House – Erection of High Dependency Unit> 



N02 02690FUL – Mrs. S. Robson, “The Saladin” public house – general alterations/creation of 

dwelling 

N02 02722LBC – Mr. & Mrs. J. Dyson, Kingsmead Mill – Closing in of open verandah 

N02 02735FUL – Mr. & Mrs. D. Russell, 7 Field View – Erection of single storey extension & porch.  

6.3 General- queries  Enforcement Complaint forms had been sent to the North Wiltshire 

Enforcement Officers in respect of the unauthorised use of a caravan as a dwelling and the creation 

of a vehicular access at Clay Street and No. 1 The Hill respectively.  This District Council department 

had not appeared to be particularly interested and complained of lack of man-power and backlog of 

work. 

7. FINANCE    contd …. 

7. FINANCE 

7.1 Statement of Balances The Clerk reported as follows:- 

Lloyds TSB Treasurer’s account   £ 368.63 

Lloyds TSB Business account   £3441.02 

Portman Building Society   £ 615.19 

7.2 Invoices for Payment Approval   Retrospective  

Great Somerford Group Newsletter Advertising    £ 40.00 

Image Business Systems – Jubilee grant Garden Club   £178.00 

Wessex Water – Supply Parish cemetery     £ 13.59 

Little Somerford W.I. – Jubilee fund grant    £ 80.00 

Current   

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire    £  5.00 

All of the above accounts were approved for payment. 

7.3 Insurance  Play area equipment cover had been arranged in the sum of £5000.00. 

8. PARISH CEMETERY 

8.1 Interments  None had taken place. 

8.2 Memorial/Inscription Applications  None had been received. 

8.3 General  The Chairman had some time ago received confirmation from Mr. Blakiston that he 

was still trying to obtain a quotation from stonemasons for the repair of the damaged wall.  The 

Chairman would try to establish the up-to-date situation.  All members were agreed that an early 

resolution of this affair was now imperative. 

8.4 Paddock Lease  The Clerk had prepared a new four year lease for the grazing of Mrs. Louise 

Baines’ horses. Mr. Graham Singer had been consulted regarding the cost of grass keep and it was 

agreed that £50.00 per annum was a fair rental for the paddock. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

Wilts County Council – Advice of seminar on Pollution etc. Trowbridge, 17th. March. 

Information Commissioners – Acknowledgement of our Freedom of Information scheme. 

Malmesbury Link – Request for donation -£35 agreed.  Prop Mrs. Sharpe, Sec. Mrs. Jenkins. 

Wilts. County Council – Appt. of “Community Emergency Volunteer” held over till May meeting. 

10. RISK ASSESSMENT  Following the inspection of the bus shelter the Chairman reported that 

the securing bolts and supporting posts needed attention together with minor cladding repairds.  

Both Chairman and Councillor McAuliffe would undertake to make medium term repair and would 

meet again prior to the Council meeting in May 

11. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  The annual village ‘Litter blitz’ was arranged to take 

place on 16th. March. 

12. NEXT MEETINGS  The Annual Parish Meeting – 8th. April 2003.  The Parish Council Annual 

General Meeting – 12th. May 2003. 



There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed I Wigmore    Date 12- May 2003 

 

 


