
LITTLE SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL MET ON MONDAY, 21st. JULY, 2003 AT THE PARISH HALL, 

LITTLE SOMERFORD. 

  

1. PRESENT  Councillor W. I. Wigmore, Chairman, Councillors Mrs. Pam Jenkins, Mrs. Diane 

Sharp, Messrs.  M. Jones, C. M. McAuliffe and A. H. Pooley. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   These were received from Councillor R. W. Gawthropp 

3. MINUTES  The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 12th May and those of the planning 

meeting of 27th. May, having been circulated previously, were taken as read, confirmed by those  

present and  signed by the Chairman. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

4.1 Highways Road surfacing work along the C45 & 66 roads had been carried out recently.  It 

has caused minimal disruption to the passage of traffic.  Subsequently loose chippings had been 

swept and road surface markings restored with little delay.  The Clerk had reported the bad state of 

the surface of the service road at Vale Leaze to the appropriate authority.  During their last village 

visit the Parish Lengthsmen had washed and generally cleaned all road signs and village name plates. 

4.2 Children’s Play Area   The Clerk reported that grant aid applications had been made to North 

Wiltshire District Council and “Awards for All” to assist in funding the cost of fence restoration.  No 

decision in respect of either application could be expected until September.  Councillor McAuliffe 

suggested a less expensive option for the replacement fence project should the application fail to 

secure full funding.  A ‘disability check list’ questionnaire was provided for completion by the Play 

Area committee who would report back to the Council in due course.  The Chairman undertook to 

inspect the chains and shackles of the swings and, if necessary, carry out any greasing of moving 

parts. 

4.3 Bus Shelter  Roof supports in the form of two posts had been fixed to the shelter, the 

voluntary work having been carried out by Mr. J. Nevard of Cleverton and Councillor McAuliffe.  The 

Clerk would send a letter of thanks to Mr. Nevard. 

4.4 Road Traffic Speed  Replies to letters to the Chief Constable and local police had not 

promised much direct action.  However, subsequent communication with local police by the 

Chairman could result in the establishment of an occasional speed trap on The Hill. 

4.5 Quality Council Status  A decision in respect of proceeding with any application was deferred 

to the September meeting.  In the meantime the syllabus details would be checked for the Clerk’s 

qualifying examination. 

5. PLANNING 

5.1 Applications   There were none for consideration. 

5.2 Decisions received    Approvals 

N03 00827FUL – Mr. & Mrs. Q. Laidlaw – East End Cottage – Erection of detached garage. 

N03 01173FUL – Mr. & Mrs. P. Tiley – ‘Stonelea’ – Erection of conservatory. 

N031176FUL & 01177LBC – Mr/ & Mrs/ G. Harrop, Somerford Barn – House extensions for study 

Refusal 

N03 00967COU – Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Simmons, Church Farm – Construction of Tennis court. 

5.3 General  It was noted that application N03 01213FUL  for the demolition of 2 bungalows and 

erection of 2 replacement houses at Clay Street had been withdrawn. 

6. FINANCE 

6.1 Statement of balances  Bank and Building Society as at date of meeting:- 

Lloyds TSB - Treasurer’s a/c   £ 229.83 

Lloyds TSB – Business a/c   £3332.97 



Portman B. Society – Trustee a/c   £ 615.19 

6.2 Internal Aude – Accounts year ended 31-3-03 

This audit had been satisfactorily completed by Mr. Ian Free, 19 Vale Leaze.  The Clerk would send a 

formal letter of thanks to him. 

6.3 Statement of Assurance for External Auditor  The Clerk read out the various items affecting 

Parish finances for which Council approval was necessary and, following a proposal by Councillor 

McAuliffe, seconded by Councillor Pooley, the formal statement of assurance was given. 

6.4 Invoices for payment approval   Retrospective  

Roy Hammond – Grasscutting, 4th cut     £ 70.00 

Roy Hammond – Grasscutting – 5th cut     £70.00 

 

Invoices for payment approval – retrospective   contd ……. 

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire    £  5.00 

G. Jenkins – Parish clerk – Salary ¼ year to 30/6/03   £196.30 

Roy Hammond – Grasscutting 6th cut     £ 70.00 

Roy Hammond – Grasscutting 7th cut     £ 70.00 

Current   

Little Somerford Parish Hall – Meeting hire    £  5.00 

All of the above invoices were approved for payment. 

 PARISH CEMETERY 

7.1 Interments  None had taken place. 

7.2 Memorial/Inscription applications  None had been received. 

7.3 General  There was nothing further to report regarding any permanent repair to the 

entrance wall.  The Chairman had been unsuccessful in renewing communication with Mr. Blakiston 

and assumed he was engaged in business abroad.  Councillor Mrs. Jenkins drew attention to the 

existence of very large anthills which had formed on a number of graves.  They were both unsightly 

and also interfered with the work of the Grasscutting contractor.  The Chairman undertook the work 

of digging out the anthills and removing the spoil. 

8. REPORTS  Councillor Pooley reported on his recent attendance at a meeting of the 

Malmesbury Area Committee.  He was inpressed with the conduct of the meeting though, on this 

occasion, none of the matters discussed had a direct effect on Little Somerford. 

Councillor Jones reported he had commenced work on the assembly of an emergency register for 

the Parish.  He supplied the Council with an initial draft and called for as much relevant local 

information as councillors could provide to “beef up” the content of the register. 

9. CORRESPONDENCE  Following a request for financial help it was agreed to make a donation 

of £25 to The Bobby Van Trust.  It was decided to favour Option 3 with regard to the setting up of a 

North Wiltshire Town & Parish Council Conference.  This option would provide for meetings of 

councils within the Malmesbury area to discuss and consider specific items of general interest.  

Notice had been received of the District Council’s intention to introduce “wheeled bins” for refuse 

collection in a ‘rolled-out’ programme from 1st. October 2003.  Whilst recognising the fact that this 

action could be contentious in some quarters it was noted that exceptions would be made in the 

case of properties deemed unsuitable for the new scheme.  A letter from Wiltshire College. 

Trowbridge gave an outline of an innovative project to try to improve access to education for people 

living in rural communities.  This was a matter which could be better addressed by the Village Hall 

Committee.  Other general mail and journals were made available for circulation. 

10. OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  Councillor Mrs. Pam Jenkins drew attention to the 

overgrown state of the raised pedestrian footway along the C66 road close to Great Somerford: the 



Clerk to contact relevant highways department for action. 

11. NEXT MEETING  This was arranged to take place on Monday, 15th. September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed I Wigmore Chairman   Date 15 Sep 2003 

 

 


